INVITATION

Invitation to a Private View of an Exhibition to Celebrate The British Council’s Artist in Residency

Time and Place Details

The British Artist in Resident, Kaya Hoang, has been working with ceramicists in Hai Duong and silversmiths in Thai Binh. The British Council, Hanoi, is promoting artistic collaboration between the United Kingdom and Vietnam, with support from London Metropolitan University and …….

The British Council’s Artist in Residency 

The residency grew out of a project called Economic and Cultural Heritage Development in Hai Duong (2001-2004), which was funded by EuropeAid’s Asia-Urban programme. The project involved a partnership between the People’s Committee of Hai Duong, the London Borough of Hackney, Limerick Corporation and London Metropolitan University, and one of key beneficiaries were Hai Duong’s handicraft businesses. London Metropolitan University’s International Institute for Culture Tourism and Development is continuing to work with the British Council, Hanoi, to foster artistic collaboration between the United Kingdom and Vietnam, and there are plans for further exhibitions in Europe.

PRESS RELEASE

The British Artist in Resident, Kaya Hoang, has been working with ceramicists in Hai Duong and silversmiths in Thai Binh. The British Council, Hanoi, is promoting artistic collaboration between the United Kingdom and Vietnam, with support from London Metropolitan University. Working more with form than with decoration, Kaya Hoang has perfected her quirky but elegant style, finding many customers among professionals in the City of London. Having found success in the capital, she decided to explore her Vietnamese roots by taking up an Artist in Residency supported by the British Council in Hanoi. Working alongside ceramicists in Hai Duong and metalworkers in Thai Binh, Kaya is developing stylish but useful products that will open new markets for Vietnamese producers in Europe, Asia and North America. She describes her Vietnamese colleagues as open to new ideas, optimistic and incredibly hard working, and she plans to continue working with them when she returns to Britain.

The residency grew out of a project called Economic and Cultural Heritage Development in Hai Duong (2001-2004), which was funded by EuropeAid’s Asia-Urban programme. The project involved a partnership between the People’s Committee of Hai Duong, the London Borough of Hackney, Limerick Corporation and London Metropolitan University, and one of key beneficiaries were Hai Duong’s handicraft businesses. London Metropolitan University’s International Institute for Culture Tourism and Development is continuing to work with the British Council, Hanoi, to foster artistic collaboration between the United Kingdom and Vietnam, and there are plans for further exhibitions in Europe.

PROFILE

Kaya Hoang

Born in Hanoi, Vietnam, Kaya Hoang moved to the United Kingdom with her parents at the age of five. She initially lived in Northamptonshire and has fond memories of rural Britain, but it was a second move to Depford in South London that sharpened her aesthetic sensibilities. Speaking English and Vietnamese at home, she did not live in one of London’s Vietnamese quarters, but grew up in a multi-cultural environment, adopting the Malay-Indonesian name of Kaya, which means fortunate or wealthy. 

The 1990s was an exciting time to be in London, and like many would be artists of her generation, Kaya was inspired by the Brit Art scene. She also acknowledges a debt to London’s free museums and galleries and remains an enthusiastic supporter of Tate Britain, Tate Modern and the British Museum. Like many Asians in Europe, Kaya’s parents wanted their daughter to become a lawyer or a banker, but her passion for art prevailed and she embarked on a foundation course at Central St Martins, one of the major centres of British contemporary art. She moved to the Sir John Cass School of Art at London Metropolitan University and then to The Royal College of Art where she did an MA in Goldsmithing, Silversmithing, Metalwork and Jewellery. Keen to set up own studio, she successfully passed the rigorous selection policies of the Prince’s Trust to secure a much coveted award. 

Working more with form than with decoration, she perfected her quirky but elegant style, finding many customers among professionals in the City of London. Having found success in the capital, she decided to explore her Vietnamese roots and leapt at the chance to take up an Artist in Residency supported by the British Council in Hanoi. Working alongside ceramicists in Hai Duong and metalworkers in Thai Binh, Kaya is developing stylish but useful products that will open new markets for Vietnamese producers in Europe, Asia and North America. She describes her Vietnamese colleagues as open to new ideas, optimistic and incredibly hard working, and she plans to continue working with them when she returns to Britain, staying in touch by email and using attachments to exchange ideas about design and production methods.

Thai Binh

Situated in the tranquil countryside close to Thai Binh, the ancient village of Den Dong Xam announces its presence by the clatter of hammers on metal. Using carefully selected tree roots to support anvils, the smiths forge a wide range of bowls and containers in brass, copper and silver, regularly annealing the precious metals with a blowtorch to stop them becoming brittle. Designs are sunk with a variety of chisels, including ingeniously adapted industrial bolts, and the smiths work with admirable speed and precision under the eyes of two senior master craftsmen. The village is famous in Vietnam and is said to be over two thousand years old, the skill of metalworking having been introduced by a master craftsman from China, who settled here taking a local women as his wife. Both husband and wife continue to be venerated as ancestral founders, represented in bass sculptures, in the village community hall or Dinh.

Hai Duong

With its proximity to raw materials, namely kaolin or China Clay, and with access to river transport, Hai Duong province has long been one of Vietnam’s major ceramics producing regions. Ceramics are part of an ancient tradition and archaeological investigations of shipwrecks off the coast of Vietnam have uncovered export ceramics originating in the Hai Duong village of Chu Dao. Further discoveries were made in Chua Dao itself when the original kilns were excavated in the 1980s and 1990s, and in 2005 an interpretation centre was established nearby. Chu Dao is chiefly famous for its blue and white wares with skilfully executed plant, insect and animal motifs, enlivened with glimpses of rural life. Production continues in both the provincial capital and the surrounding countryside and there have been major investments in both equipment and training, with local designers increasingly willing to work alongside foreign specialists to explore new market opportunities abroad.

