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Link of the Month
http://www.personalmicrocosms.com/html/ss_alw32.html
Great freeware for celestial predictions including Jupiter moon positions
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	Recap: February 2006
Club Meeting: February 3rd
Kirsten gave a very informative lecture on performing a Messier Marathon.  She also discussed AL certificate requirements for Messier Marathon.  March 25th will probably be the optimal time for club observing.  Get ready!
Porter Gaud: February 4th
What a success!  Cold but clear, and we raised $150 for the club!  Great turnout, thanks everyone!
West Ashley High School: February 14th
LCS was invited by Cherie Godwin from the Science Department of WAH to show 26 astronomy students the basics of observing and the operation of various types of telescopes.

Star Light Star Bright at Caw Caw: February 24th
Another terrific event for LCS!  Thanks to everyone for making this evening successful. LCS worked with a very dynamic group of children to adults to help share the wonder of the night sky.
Calendar: This Month and Ahead
     Club Meeting: March 3rd

                             Lecture: Eyepieces and Filters by Kirsten Watson

     Club Observing Messier Marathon and Cookout: March 25th
          Put this on your calendars now!  We are planning to spend  

          some of our hard earned club funds and get together for a  

          cook out and some observing just like the good old days!

     April: Astronomy Day preps, Picnic and Caw Caw

     May: Astronomy Day

     June: Lecture on Meteor Shower and Comet AL certificates
Check This Out

Check This Out! is the place for members to share everything from resources, websites, product reviews, etc.  If you find something good or bad…let us know!
Field of View: Kevin Rasso
Have you ever wondered how big the field of view through your telescope with different eyepieces really is?  Well a nifty little freeware program called WhatUSee takes out the guesswork.  All you have to do is punch in your telescopes specifications (like focal length and aperture) and voila.  You can pick up to five different eyepieces, and a field of view is superimposed on a screen that you select the sky coverage in degrees for.  It even allows the framing of many popular cameras, web cameras, and CCD devices.  Find it at www.nto.org.
Deep Sky Observer’s Logbook: Kevin Rasso
During the January meeting, Chris Morrow showed me an Astronomer’s Diary by TelosNet Astrologs.  I checked out their website, and was pleased by the variety of logbooks available.  I ordered the Deep Sky Observer’s Logbook, since it seemed like the best bang for the buck.  After a week and a half, the logbook arrived, and surpassed every expectation.  The layout is extremely convenient and versatile, and includes a preface discussing how to make the most of your observing sessions.  Recording your observations may seem like a trivial thing, but it is an excellent way to hone your observing skills.  It also provides a way to access those insightful moments and reflect on the very unique and personal nature that only a night under clear skies can provide.
Observations

Observations is the place to share your victories (or defeats) on observing, and provide tips to help others share and record their experiences with astronomy.

Deep Sky Observations (M35): Kevin Rasso

I thought I would share an excerpt from my recent acquisition, the Deep Sky Observer’s Logbook.  Observations were made with my ETX-90 and Star Atlas 2000.0 Second Edition (Field Version).
          Wow!  This one is pretty.  I don’t think I’ve ever looked at.  Mainly because I didn’t know about it.  Relatively easy to find down in the feet of the twins.  Easily over 100 stars in 40mm eyepiece.  To draw this one, I made geometric shapes.  First triangles (out of the brightest stars) to try to get angles and separations.  Then filled in smaller triangles and squares.  The bright one in the middle looks like a double. 

Look At Me: March 2006

Moon:
          First ¼ 6th 2016 UT
          Full 14th 2335 UT

          Last ¼ 22nd  1911 UT
          New 29th 1015 UT

Planets:
          Mars is toying around the Pleiades and Aldebaran.
          Saturn is still close to M44, watch the planets shadow creep along        

               the rings this month enhancing 3D view.
          Jupiter continues to rise earlier, about 2330 EST at the beginning

               of the month, and about 2100 EST by the end.

           Venus is bright at dawn.
Deep Sky:
          M35, M36, M37, and M38 are very near zenith around 2000 EST.
               They are in the constellation Auriga.

Another Man’s Treasure
8” Meade Newtonian Setup
Selling my 8" Meade Starfinder Newtonian reflector telescope.  It is f/6 and has a clock drive on a German equatorial mount.  It comes with 20mm, 12mm, and 9mm, 1 1/4" eyepieces, as well as a 2x-3x Barlow multiplier. It also has a bayonet-style camera attachment.  It comes with an inverter so that you can plug in the clock drive to a cigarette lighter in a car.  There are also 3 filters - 1 red, 1 yellow, and a pale blue nebula filter.  I am asking $575 for it, but will consider any reasonable offer (paid $1000 for it and all the extra gear 10 years ago).  It is a good telescope and has been well kept.  It is everything someone would need to get started in some serious astronomy.
Contact James C Howard at jch19@meadwestvaco.com
Meade ETX-90

Mike Bell is selling his Meade ETX-90AT with Autostar.  He only used it about 10 or 12 times since he bought it.  It is still in great shape. 
Contact Mike Bell at mikebell@thepig.net or Kirsten at Kirsten@sc.rr.com















