Linkin Park

Introduction The band.

Sophomore albums are famously tricky affairs. Musicians have their entire lives to pen their debut album, the theory goes, and a relatively short time to follow it up. But what if the debut in question is the biggest selling album in recent memory? And what if the music industry has Hollywood-like expectations for another instant blockbuster? That was the scenario Linkin Park faced when they entered the studio to record Meteora, the follow-up to their multi-platinum debut Hybrid Theory. 

That album--which Rolling Stone called "twelve songs of compact fire indivisibly blending alternative metal, hip-hop, and turntable art"--has shipped 14 million units worldwide to date. It was the Number One selling album of 2001. It launched three chart-topping singles including "In The End." And in 2002 it received a Grammy¬ for Best Hard Rock Performance for "Crawling," as well as nominations for Best Rock Album and Best New Artist. After diligently pursuing their craft since the band's humble origins in Southern California circa the mid-'90s, Linkin Park now had the world's ear. 

To those outside the band, the pressure to follow up that success might have seemed insurmountable. But within Linkin Park, vocalists Chester Bennington and Mike Shinoda, guitarist Brad Delson, turntablist Joseph Hahn, drummer Rob Bourdon, and bassist Phoenix weren't sweating it in ways you might expect. Instead of dwelling on outside expectations, they set to work, meticulously crafting each moment of each song to their own exacting standards. The bigger picture developed accordingly. "We don't ever want to have the mindset where we need to sell 10 million albums each time out. That's ridiculous," says Bennington. "It's a blessing to sell that many albums; it doesn't happen very often in this business--even once in your career is an achievement. Our obligation is to our fans. We're not going to get too comfortable and say it's a given that people will run out and buy our albums." "And if you know us, you know the biggest pressure came from within the band," says Shinoda. 

"We just wanted to make another great album that we're proud of," says Bourdon. "We focused on that, and worked hard to create songs we love. We're our own harshest critics." If you doubt that, consider this: Shinoda and Bennington wrote 40 unique choruses for MeteoraÍs poignant first single, "Somewhere I Belong," before arriving at the best possible version.     
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 My December

This is my December
This is my time of the year
This is my December
This is all so clear
This is my December
This is my snow covered home
This is my December
This is me alone

And I
Just wish that I didn't feel
Like there was something I missed
And I
Take back all the things I said
To make you feel like that
And I
Just wish that I didn't feel
Like there was something I missed
And I
Take back all the things I said to you

And I
give it all away
Just to have somewhere to go to
Give it all away
To have someone to come home to

This is my December
These are my snow covered dreams
This is me pretending
This is all I need

And I
Just wish that I didn't feel
Like there was something I missed
And I
Take back all the things I said
To make you feel like that
And I
Just wish that I didn't feel
Like there was something I missed
And I
Take back all the things I said to you

And I
 give it all away
Just to have somewhere to go to
Give it all away
To have someone to come home to

This is my December
This is my time of the year
This is my December
This is all so clear

And I 
Give it all away
Just to have somewhere to go to
Give it all away
To have someone to come home to 
Mi Diciembre
Este es mi diciembre 

Este es mi momento del año

Este es mi diciembre 

Esto ya esta muy claro

Este es mi diciembre 

Este es mi lugar a cubierto de la nieve

Este es mi diciembre

Este soy yo solamente
Y yo 

Sólo deseo no haber sentido
Como si hubiera perdido algo
Y yo

Rectifico todo lo que dije

Para haberte hecho sentir así
Y yo

Sólo deseo no haber sentido
Como si hubiera perdido algo
Y yo

Rectifico todo lo que te dije 
Y yo

Lo dejaría todo 

Simplemente para tener algún lugar a donde ir 

Lo dejaría todo
Para tener a alguien que volviera a casa
Este es mi diciembre 

Estos son mis sueños truncados
Este soy yo fingiendo
Que esto es todo lo que necesito
Y yo 

Sólo deseo no haber sentido

Como si hubiera perdido algo

Y yo

Rectifico todo lo que dije

Para haberte hecho sentir así

Y yo

Sólo deseo no haber sentido

Como si hubiera perdido algo

Y yo

Rectifico todo lo que te dije 

Y yo

Lo dejaría todo 

Simplemente para tener algún lugar a donde ir 

Lo dejaría todo

Para tener a alguien que volviera a casa

Este es mi diciembre 

Este es mi momento del año

Este es mi diciembre 

Esto ya esta muy claro

Y yo

Lo dejaría todo 

Simplemente para tener algún lugar a donde ir 

Lo dejaría todo

Para tener a alguien que volviera a casa
Linkin Park Biography 
Linkin Park is  a truly unique band. They are not just Rock, Rap, or                           
Electronica band. They comprimise of a veritable mixture of different styles
and stylists in music, This makes them a hybrid in the type of music they
play and their fan-base too.  We are true lovers of Linkin Park

Linkin Park's origin began in 1996 when rapper guitarist Brad Delson and the
infamouis Mike Shinoda started a band called Xero. Other members of  the
band were Mark Wakefield the vocalist, Joseph
Hahn the DJ, Rob Bourdon the drummer, and "Phoenix" Farrell the bassist.                       
Xero made a four track demo tape including: Fuse, Stick N' Move, Rhinestone,
and Reading My Eyes.

When  Mark Wakefield left the band, they changed their name to Hybrid
Theory. Later "Phoenix" chose to leave the band to tour with another band,
called"The Snax". The rest of the gang continued to play together primarily
for fun. They later, signed with Zomba Music an occasion that came about
when they played at The Whiskey Club in Los Angeles. The final addition to
the band came in the form of Chester Bennington.

Magical Chester, in our humble opinion, was absolutely the missing catalyst.
His extra-ordinary voice lets him deliver the lyrics at a gentle yet
aggressive pace. He can hit pitch notes like no other.  Chester humbly even
blames this on "years of singing" and "scar tissue". We absolutely love him.

His arrival completed the Band. Thus in 1999 Carousel, And One, Technique,
Step up, High Voltage & Part of me were born as a six track EP, to
tremendous applause.

Some legal wrangling made it necessary to change the band's name. True to
their "hybrid' spirit Linkin Park was chosen. Members drove by Lincoln Park
regularly so why not use a similar sounding, unique name. Chester has been
recorded to say he wanted a name which was unique, "where the music could
define the name rather than the name define the music". Phoneix pulled a
mythical rebirth and rejoined the band  fulfilling his destiny. New demos
were made and the chase for a record label was on. Warner Records were lucky
to hear the music, like it and sign up Linkin Park. A massive page in their
history was written.


Linkin Park released their debut album, Hybrid Theory In October 2000,. Hits
like One Step Closer, Crawling, and In The End were born. Hybrid Theory
eventually received 8x platinum. Hybrid Theory does not follow a trend set
up by a lot of other bands in that it doesn't contain any curses or swear
words.  This was because  the band wanted to write lyrics honestly and they
thought that unnecessary swear words take away attention from the music.
They wanted something that the public could listen to over and over again
and enjoy repeatedly. At it's completion they felt they had achieved this
feat with Hybrid Theory.


After Hybrid Theory was released, Linkin Park's fame permitted them to tour
all over the world. They toured with bands like POD, 3 Doors Down, and
System Of a Down.

July of 2002, saw LP release the Hybrid Theory Remix album, Reanimation.
These remixes included talent from rappers like Black Thought and 20 tracks
were cut.

In March of 2003, LP released their 2nd year album, Meteora. This album
includes hits like Somewhere I Belong, Numb,, and Faint. Included on Meteora
and Reanimation were ground breaking extras.  They contained enhanced
portions. These parts of the discs included videos and other extra 'goodies"
fans could view on their PC. The band wanted to use technology and let the
fans to see the process of making albums . This helped them share all the
"Blood, Sweat and Tears," they put into making the albums .

Linkin Park has won numerous awards including an award at the VMAs. Their
popularity has grown world-wide. They are now truly international with a
multitude of fans. From their hybrid genres to their non offensive
swear-free lyrics, to their use of turntables and samples, Linkin Park cover
a truly versatile ground and provide an entertaining and unique performance

Band history

1994-99: From Xero to Hybrid Theory

Upon graduating from Washington High School in Phoenix, Arizona, in 1994, vocalist Chester Bennington joined a band called Grey Daze. The band released two albums, No Sun Today and Wake Me. However, due to personal conflicts within the band, namely crediting issues in which the band was taking full credit for the songs that Bennington had written, Bennington decided to leave the band.

Meanwhile, in 1996 and two states away, guitarist Brad Delson, emcee Mike Shinoda and drummer Rob Bourdon graduated from Agoura High School in the Los Angeles suburb of Agoura Hills, California. Upon graduation, the three men formed a band under the moniker SuperXero. Previously, Delson and Bourdon were in a band together for about a year called Relative Degree.

The three played archaic forms of their music together while attending college. Delson attended the University of California, Los Angeles in Westwood, California with Bourdon. Shinoda attended the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. While at UCLA, Delson and Bourdon met bassist Dave Farrell. Delson and Farrell were roommates and often practiced and played together. Previously, Farrell used to play in a band called the Taste Snax with Mark Fiore, who later changed their name to the Snax. Fiore later became Linkin Park's cinematographer. While at the Art Center College, Shinoda met turntablist Joe Hahn.

Farrell and Hahn joined SuperXero and the name of the band was shortened to just Xero. The five men were joined by vocalist Mark Wakefield and, together, they recorded their first, self-titled demo tape. The tape was sent out to various record labels but it was never considered and the band was never signed. Shortly thereafter, Wakefield left the band. Later, he would become the manager for the band Taproot.

Shinoda began advertising for a new vocalist and Delson began interning for a Warner Brothers Records A&R representative named Jeff Blue as part of his communications degree. Blue alerted Delson and Shinoda about Bennington, a young vocalist from Phoenix who was looking to join another band.

Shinoda and Delson sent Bennington a tape containing an instrumental song and he recorded vocals for it. He then called Shinoda and played the song over the phone. The band was instantly impressed and asked Bennington to fly to Los Angeles from Phoenix to audition. At the audition, several other potential vocalists vying for the position simply left when they heard Bennington sing.

Once Bennington had joined the group, the band's line-up became solidified—almost. Farrell left the band to finish college and, as such, wasn't able to record bass for the band's first, self-titled EP. Instead, Delson and a bassist named Kyle Christener played bass on the EP. Released in mid-1999, only one thousand copies of the EP were pressed. Several copies were sent to various record labels, including Warner Brothers Records. The rest of the copies were given to early members of the band's newly formed street team. Farrell was temporarily replaced by Scott Koziol.

The band was subsequently signed to Warner Brothers in 1999 thanks to Blue. However, they were forced to change their name due to a copyright issue with a British electronic group called Hybrid. There were several suggestions for the band's new name, including Clear, Probing Lagers, Ten P.M. Stocker (an inside joke for the band since they were always recording and practicing material late at night) and Platinum Lotus Foundation.

Bennington eventually suggested the use of Lincoln Park because he would drive by Lincoln Park in Santa Monica, California, on his way to the recording studio every day when the band was recording demos for its debut album. Bennington thought that it would be a good name for the band because of the fact that there are Lincoln Parks all over the country. He figured that the band would be recognized as a local band no matter where they went. However, since the domain name lincolnpark.com was already taken and the band couldn't afford to purchase it, they changed the spelling from "Lincoln" to "Linkin" so they could purchase a domain name in linkinpark.com.

2000-02: From Hybrid Theory to Reanimation








Hybrid Theory album cover (2000)

On October 24, 2000, Linkin Park's debut album, Hybrid Theory, was released in the United States. Only one song was cut from the album, a hip-hop song entitled "High Voltage," a remix-version of a song that appeared on the band's EP. Several songs from the EP were re-recorded as demos for Hybrid Theory but it is unknown whether the tracks will ever appear as official B-sides or not. The record's first single, "One Step Closer," was a rock anthem on MTV.

The band performed in its first nationally-recognized concert on December 17th as a part of KROQ Radio's Almost Acoustic Christmas concert special. Shinoda wrote a brand-new song entitled "My December" for the occasion. The song was not featured on Hybrid Theory and is often mistaken as a B-side. It was later featured on a Christmas album released by KROQ DJs Kevin and Bean.

In early 2001, Farrell joined Linkin Park once again and the band's second single, "Crawling," was released and won the band a Grammy Award for the "Best Hard Rock Performance." The band embarked on its first ever national festival tour, the Ozzfest, with other acts such as Black Sabbath, Marilyn Manson, Slipknot, Papa Roach, Disturbed, Crazy Town and Zakk Wylde's Black Label Society.

In mid-2001, the band released its third single, "In the End." The song would prove to be the band's biggest hit and was one of the most-spun songs of 2001. The video for the song was directed by Nathan "Karma" Cox and Hahn, and featured the band playing atop a massive statue in the rain. The video had a massive amount of CGI compared to most music videos at the time.

On September 2, 2001, the band released its first DVD humorously titled Frat Party at the Pankake Festival. The DVD featured all of the band's videos up to this point in their career and featured a documentary of the band touring in support of Hybrid Theory. There are also a lot of hidden Easter eggs allowing viewers to access hidden videos on the DVD, including a studio performance of a demo of "A Place for My Head" from 1999.

In November, a friend of the band, Jessica Bardas, suggested forming a fan club. The band thought that it was a good idea, and the Linkin Park Underground (LPU) was born. Members of the fan club receive a package every year (assuming that they renew their membership) containing a T-shirt, a CD and several odds and ends, including guitar picks, stickers and posters. The first CD featured was a re-issue of the band's Hybrid Theory EP with new artwork.

In early 2002, the band put together its first headlining tour called Projekt Revolution. The first edition of the tour featured Adema, Cypress Hill and DJ Z-Trip. During the course of the tour, Shinoda and Hahn collaborated with the X-ecutioners on the song "It's Goin' Down." Shortly after the tour ended, the band headed back to the studio for the first time since early 2000.

After being sent several remixes of Linkin Park songs, Shinoda decided that it was time for him to realize his goal of releasing a remix album. Initially, Shinoda only wanted to remix a couple of songs and release an EP. However, thanks to encouragement from his bandmates (Delson and Hahn especially), Shinoda decided to take the project a step further.









Reanimation album cover (2002)

The project, which would take on the name Reanimation, featured one remix for each song from Hybrid Theory, as well as remixes for the songs "My December" and "High Voltage." Each song was remixed by a different artist and there were rumors that there were over fifty remixes that Shinoda received during the course of the project. Shinoda went through and listened to each remix, hand-picking the best ones. Only two of the remixes that didn't make the album were ever released, those being the Crystal Method's remix of "Points of Authority" (featuring on the CD of the second installment of the LPU) and Marilyn Manson's remix of "By Myself." The only other confirmed remix was one by Team Sleep of "My December." The remix was turned away because it made the song even darker; Shinoda went with the version on the CD because it made the song seem more up-beat and happier.

Some of the artists featuring on the album included Chali 2na of Jurassic 5, Stephen Richards of Taproot, Aaron Lewis of Staind, the Humble Brothers, Jonathan Davis of Korn, Aceyalone, the X-ecutioners, Black Thought and Jay Gordon of Orgy.









"Pts.of.Athrty" (Jay Gordon) (2002)

The project was released on July 30, 2002 and its first and only single was "Pts.of.Athrty" ("Points of Authority") remixed by Orgy's Jay Gordon. The video for the song was a technological achievement, as it was the first-ever music video to feature full-on CGI. The video was reminiscent of Square Pictures' Final Fantasy film, The Spirits Within.

In November, the second edition of the LPU launched as the Underground 2.0 and the second package was revealed. The new fan club-only EP featured the Crystal Method's remix of "Points of Authority" and a song called "Dedicated," which has been speculated as being cut from the band's EP before it was pressed. There's also a fifty-second instrumental track entitled "A.06" which showcases a harder side of the band. This instrumental gave fans a new hope allowing them to believe that the band's second album would be harder than Hybrid Theory. It also elevated hype for the band's follow-up exponentially

2003-05: From Meteora to Collision Course








Meteora album cover (2003)

The band headed back to the studio in late 2002 to record their follow-up to Hybrid Theory. The name of the album was kept a secret until December, where it was revealed to be named after Meteora, a series of monasteries high atop rock formations in Greece, which they learned about from looking at pictures in a travel magazine. "It's this really spiritual, mythical place," Delson said. "Just looking at those pictures was inspirational to us in terms of how epic it felt. I think some of the guys hadn't even seen the pictures when they heard the name Meteora, and they just really responded to the energy of the name. We think that suitably matches the spirit we tried to create with the record." [1] The album's first single, "Somewhere I Belong," was released in February of 2003 to critical acclaim. On March 25, 2003, Meteora was released and debuted at number one on Billboard's music chart after selling 810,000 copies in its first week.

Following the release of the album, the band embarked on its second Projekt Revolution tour with blindside, Mudvayne and Xzibit. "Faint" was released as a single toward the end of the tour. Following PR03, the band joined Metallica on their Summer Sanitarium Tour 2003 with Limp Bizkit, the Deftones and, once again, Mudvayne.

Shortly after the Sanitarium tour came to a close, the band released "Numb" as a single. They shot a video for the single in the Prague, Czech Republic. Simultaneously, the band shot a video for the song "From the Inside." Oddly enough, the video for "From the Inside" was shot before the video for "Numb." Bennington became ill before the video for "Numb" could be completed, so the remainder of a video was filmed in a church in Los Angeles.









Live in Texas album cover (2003)

On November 18, 2003, Linkin Park released a brand-new DVD/CD live set entitled Live in Texas. The footage was shot while on the Sanitarium tour in Dallas and Houston, Texas. The DVD was unique because of the fact that it combined two live shows together; the video from both shows were used as well as the audio for both shows, but they were all edited together. Because of this, the band had to wear the same clothing for both shows on consecutive days. If one pays attention, one shot early in the video shows Bennington with a back soaked with sweat but, later in the video, his back is dry. Another thing that you may notice are the white bands around the end of Chester's mic, they'll be one but sometimes there will be two. The DVD featured seventeen songs and the CD featured twelve of those seventeen songs.

In November, the third edition of the LPU launched. The package's CD contained the five tracks that were cut from the Live in Texas DVD for its CD. It was ridiculed by many fan club members as the worst LPU CD, claiming that the band should've placed rare songs on the CD (as with year two) instead of the live tracks.

At the end of 2003, the band performed at its second KROQ Almost Acoustic Christmas concert. The band headlined night two and played a seventeen-song set. It also marked the first time that many fans of the band that didn't make it out to shows prior got to hear "Breaking the Habit" played live. At the end of Linkin Park's set, they played "One Step Closer" and were joined on stage by P.O.D.'s frontman, Sonny Sandoval. Sandoval was criticized for performing under the influence of alcohol.

At the beginning of 2004, the band set off on its "Meteora World Tour," with P.O.D., Hoobastank and Story of the Year. The band claimed that this was the final leg of the world-wide tour that the band had been on since Meteora was released.

During the tour, the band's video for "From the Inside" was released internationally. Following the "Meteora World Tour," the band began work on their most ambitious music video to date. The video, which was to be based around the song "Breaking the Habit," featured animation by the same studio that created the animated scenes in Kill Bill, Production I.G., and was directed by Kazuto Nakazawa and Hahn. The video featured Bennington's soul traveling through an old apartment building visiting various people struggling with their various habits that they were trying to break. Some of the habits in included drug and sexual abuse. Prior to the release of "Breaking the Habit" as a single, "Lying From You" was released to radios to serve as a radio-only single until "Breaking the Habit" was released.

Linkin Park then set off on its third Projekt Revolution tour. It would prove to be the band's most ambitious tour as it included two stages and what the band called the Revolution Village. The tour was very similar to the Ozzfest and the Vans Warped Tour. The main stage featured Linkin Park, Korn, Snoop Dogg, the Used and Less Than Jake while the second stage featured Ghostface, Funeral for a Friend, M.O.P., downset., No Warning, instruction and Autopilot Off. DJ Z-Trip also traveled with the tour, serving as the between-sets entertainment. During the hip-hop sets, Ivan the Urban Action Figure danced on stage. The Revolution Village featured tons of entertainment including video game kiosks, miniature skate parks, batting cages, remixing stages and more. Projekt Revolution 2004 ended up being the biggest-selling tour of the year.









  Collision Course album cover (2004)

At the end of 2004, Linkin Park announced a collaboration with Jay-Z at the request of MTV. The resulting EP, Collision Course, was released on November 30. It featured mashups of seven Linkin Park songs and six Jay-Z songs. The EP's first single, "Numb/Encore," piqued at number one on the charts and remained on the charts for six months. The EP itself debuted at number one on the charts.

The fourth edition of the LPU launched in November. The CD that shipped with the package featured two new songs; one was a roughly two-minute long instrumental piece called "Sold My Soul to Yo Mama" and the other being a song called "Standing in the Middle," a collaboration with Motion Man. "Standing in the Middle" was originally recorded in 2001 as a "practice" song for Reanimation. Motion Man was eventually featured on Kutmasta Kurt's reinterpretation of "In the End," "Enth E Nd."

2005: From The Rising Tied to the future

The year 2005 marked a rather quiet year for Linkin Park. The band established Music for Relief, an organization dedicated to helping those affected by the Boxing Day tsunami. It has since expanded to become a program dedicated to helping those affected by a number of natural disasters, including Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The band played two shows in 2005, one in California for Music for Relief, and one during the Live 8 series of concerts.

In May, the band demanded to be released from its contract with Warner Brothers on the grounds of "a lack of confidence." The band is currently in negotiations with the label over a new record contract. Linkin Park has four albums left outstanding on its 2000 record contract.

In July, Shinoda announced a hip-hop side project, Fort Minor. Shinoda explained that Fort Minor was a way for him to return to his hip-hop roots. He wanted the record to feature some of his best and closest friends in the business, including Styles of Beyond, Black Thought of the Roots and Common.

About a month and a half before Fort Minor's album was set to be released, a song called "Remember the Name" was leaked onto the Internet. Because of this, Warner Brothers threatened the site and forced them to take the song off of their servers.

On October 30, a Fort Minor mixtape entitled DJ Green Lantern Presents Fort Minor: We Major was released onto the Internet. Fans of the project were sent searching all over the Web trying to find the mixtape before it was finally made public on Rap Basement. On November 22, The Rising Tied, Fort Minor's first album, was released. The album's first single, "Petrified," has yet to receive much airplay.

Bennington is also working on his own solo album with Amir Derakh and Ryan Shuck of Orgy, who also play guitar on the album. Little is known about Bennington's side project other than its name, Snow White Tan. One of Snow White Tan's songs, "The Morning After," is a remake of a song that Bennington wrote before he joined Linkin Park. Bennington is also involved with Julien-K, a side project of Derakh and Shuck. It is unknown as to how exactly Bennington is involved. Bennington also has a cover band called Bucket of Weenies. During some shows that the band played, they covered Snow White Tan's "The Morning After."

The band's fifth installment of the LPU fan club launched on November 21. The CD shipping with the fifth fan club package will feature live tracks from the band's performance during Live 8.

Linkin Park have been writing and recording demos for its new album for the past couple of months. Shinoda's recently been quoted saying that he's got "[…] a demo of some new Linkin Park songs. I'm not making that up, either. I have to pull my CD changer magazine out when I get out of my car, in case it gets stolen—I couldn't let the LP stuff leak." [2] The band expects to release their new album some time next summer, though Shinoda state that new music could come sooner.

Rumors circulating that the band is breaking up are completely false, with Shinoda and Bennington both stating that their main focus will always be on Linkin Park, and will never be off of it. In fact, the album will likely come out in the Spring/Summer. LP has officially settled its dispute with Warner Brother Records "We are glad to go back to the studio," says guitarist Brad Delson, "We're ready to put out a new album." Mike Shinoda says the band has been working on new material for quite some time but refuses to release any details. Expect the new album to come out some time in the spring or summer of '06.

Components of the band

Chester Bennington 





Chester Charles Bennington a.k.a "Chester the Molester" and "Chazy Chaz" (born March 20, 1976) is the vocalist of the band Linkin Park.

He was born in Phoenix, Arizona. He is notable for producing loud and very high-pitched vocals. Most Linkin Park songs feature him screaming. His hair changes style and color frequently. When he was younger he practiced singing every day until his lungs and throat were sore to get the voice that he has now.

Chester had a rather unpleasant life right through adolescence. He was sexually abused as a child, not by his family, but from the people around him. A few of his friends commited suicide, "I also lost a friend in a tragic freak skateboarding accident. He was skateboarding down this little hill, hit a pebble and hit his head just right, and it was over. It can happen to you a million times when you're a kid, you fall down and hit your head-he just happened to hit the wrong spot." When Chester was 11, his parents went through a divorce. He has two half sisters and a half brother. Chester attended Centennial High School at the beginning of his freshman year. But later he went to Greenway High. As a teenager, he was addicted to crystal meth and cocaine. However, Bennington is now free from his addiction and has been so for many years. His co-writer and fellow band member Mike Shinoda wrote a song, which until recently could not be performed live. The song, called "Breaking the Habit," brought back memories from the past which in many cases reduced Bennington to tears.

Bennington was formerly the lead vocalist in a band called Grey Daze in 1994, who were popular across Arizona and the United States, but didn't achieve global status. Chester thought he was not getting enough credit for his vocals and lyrics, so he left the band. Since Chester left, they have replaced him with a new female singer and the band is now known as Waterface.

He graduated in the year of 1994 from Washington High. He met his wife, Samantha, while he was working in Burger King. He married her on October 31, 1996, at the age of 20, and because he was too poor to afford an actual wedding or engagement ring, the two of them have rings tattooed on their ring fingers. They have one child, a boy named Draven Sebastian Bennington, born April 19, 2002 at 1 PM as mentioned on linkinpark.com : "Chester and Samantha had their son on April 19th, 2002 at 1PM. He's happy, healthy, and cute as can be. The baby and parents are doing great. They thank you for being so interested and they love you guys! The whole family will be on the road during the next Linkin tour!". Draven was supposedly named after a character in the movie "The Crow" [[1]]. As of May 2, 2005 the couple are divorcing after eight years of marriage. Samantha has been granted full custodial rights of their child, while Chester is fighting for joint custody. He has a girlfriend Talinda Bentley, a former Playboy model. Like bandmate Mike Shinoda, Chester is working on a solo album. It will be completed by late 2005 and set for release in early 2006.In 2006 Chester will be coming back to Glenmore Park to visit he’s good friend Nicholas M. Dzebic (turning 13 December 24 2005) just like he did in 2003. Chester admits that he is just a little bit jealous of Nicholas’ talent on a moto (Motor Bike). “You should see the insane stunt’s that he does over 35 feet doubles.









Linkin Park is, from left to right: Joe "Mr. Hahn" Hahn, Mike Shinoda, Dave "Phoenix" Farrell, Chester Bennington

Dod Bourdon
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Robert Gregory Bourdon (born January 20, 1979) is the drummer in the band Linkin Park. He is also the youngest member.

Rob was born to a Jewish family in Calabasas, California and now lives in Los Angeles. He grew up in the same town as Incubus, and went to high school with some members of Hoobastank.

Rob started to play the drums at age ten after seeing an Aerosmith concert. His mother knew Joey Kramer, Aerosmith's drummer and was able to go backstage and see the entire production. Rob also plays the piano. When he was around thirteen, Bourdon played in bands with his friends. It was around that time he met Brad Delson, now the guitarist for Linkin Park, and they played together for about a year in a band called Relative Degree. Before playing drums he played piano and still does when he gets the time.

He went to college at UCLA. Before joining the band he was a waiter. Rob likes to play the piano when he has time. He used to take classical lessons when he was young and was forced to keep going.

Brad Delson
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Bradford Phillip Delson, who is also known as Big Bad Brad, was born on December 1, 1977. He is best known for his role as the guitarist in the alternative/nu metal band Linkin Park.

Delson was born in Los Angeles, California and was raised Jewish. He graduated from Agoura High School in 1996 and formed Xero with Mike Shinoda, which would later become Linkin Park. He attended and graduated from the University of California, Los Angeles with a degree in communications but did not go to law school in order to pursue a career with Linkin Park.

While in college, Delson had to intern with a member of the music industry as a part of his career. He ended up working for Jeff Blue, an A&R representative at Warner Brothers Records. He told Blue about his band and in return for giving him demos to listen to he was offered constructive criticism. Blue is the man who found Linkin Park's future vocalist, Chester Bennington.

Before forming Xero, Delson's first instrument was the trumpet. His first band was called the Pricks, and he later played in a band called Relative Degree with his fellow Linkin Park bandmate Rob Bourdon. He met and roomed with bandmate Dave Farrell at UCLA.

Delson can usually be seen wearing a very large pair of headphones on stage. They are not connected to any sort of equipment via wires and there does not seem to be any plausible means for a wireless signal. The headphones are designed by Shinoda and himself and change with every Linkin Park release. Delson has never given a serious answer as to why he wears the headphones.

Some of his influences include Guns 'N Roses, Metallica, Duran Duran, the Dave Matthews Band and Sunny Day Real Estate. He is often criticized for playing simple guitar parts and never performing solos. He has explained that this is due to the simplistic nature of the band, and the fact that he tries to make his guitar playing sound like a keyboard or strings to try to fit in with the hip hop and electronic sounds of the band.

He now resides in Los Angeles with his wife, Monica, to whom he has been married since September 16, 2003.

Dave Farell









Dave "Phoenix" Farrell.

David Michael Farrell, who is also known as Phoenix, was born on August 2, 1977. He is best known for his role as the bassist in the alternative/nu metal band Linkin Park.

Farrell was born in Plymouth, Massachusetts but later moved to Mission Viejo, California when he was five. He is a graduate of the University of California, Los Angeles and he is adept at playing the bass guitar, electric guitar, cello and violin. He has also been known to play a stand-up bass at some concerts.

Farrell was a member of a Christian punk band known as the Tasty Snax. While attending college, he would practice with Brad Delson in their dorm room together. However, because he had to play and tour with the Tasty Snax, he could not play with Delson and his band, which would become Linkin Park. After changing their name to the Snax, Farrell began playing guitar in the band before leaving once again to join Linkin Park full-time to play bass. Farrell's fellow bandmate Mark Fiore became Linkin Park's videographer.

Farrell has cited his influences as being his mother and his brother, Joe, as well as Weezer, The Beatles, the Deftones, The Roots, Bob Marley, Sarah McLachlan, Hughes & Wagner and Harrod & Funck.

Farrell now resides in Los Angeles, California with his wife, Linsey, to whom he has been married since December 28, 2002.

Joe Hahn 





Joseph Hahn, who is also known as Mr. Hahn, was born on March 15, 1977, and is best known for his role as the DJ in the alternative/nu metal band, Linkin Park.

Hahn was born in Glendale, California and ran track in high school and was also into visual arts. He then attended the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California with his fellow Linkin Park bandmate, Mike Shinoda. His intended field of study was illustration but decided to drop out to pursue a career involving overseeing special effects in television shows and movies such as The X-Files, Sphere and Dune.

Hahn joined Linkin Park in 1997 as the band's DJ. Since then, he has directed music videos for the band's singles: "In the End," "Pts.of.Athrty," "Somewhere I Belong," "Numb" and "From the Inside." He has also directed videos for Static-X, Story of the Year and Alkaline Trio and has also designed the artwork for Todd She's album, Songs Carried on Angel's Wings.

Hahn is known for his sarcastic humor during interviews and has a dry sense of humor. He can also play guitar and has traded instruments with Brad Delson during occasional Linkin Park concerts.

With bandmates Chester Bennington and Shinoda busy with side-projects, Hahn is busy doing his own side-projects. Recently, he shot a mini-film called The Seed in Los Angeles, California and plans to enter it in the 2006 Sundance Film Festival. He is also working on Kung Fu High School and King Rat, which is an adaptation of the novel by James Clavell.

Some consider his music to be a form of nerdcore hip hop.

Mike Shinoda 





Michael Kenji Shinoda was born on February 11, 1977, to a Japanese father and a Russian-Hungarian mother, in Agoura Hills, California. He is a descendant of the Romantic-era composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. Shinoda was raised a liberal Protestant but it is unknown as to whether or not he continues to practice his religion. He is best known for his roles as the emcee, rhythm guitarist and keyboardist for the alternative/nu metal band Linkin Park, as well as for his role as the mastermind behind the Linkin Park hip hop side-project Fort Minor.

Shinoda's first exposure to the music business came during his middle-high school years, when he attended a concert featuring Anthrax and Public Enemy. After that, he began taking piano lessons, studying classical piano techniques and later moved on to jazz and hip hop. Shinoda attended the Agoura High School with his fellow Linkin Park bandmates Brad Delson and Rob Bourdon, as well as with members of the bands Incubus and Hoobastank. In high school, he experimented with hip hop beats using an old beat machine. Following his graduation, he formed a band called Xero with Delson and Bourdon, which would later become Linkin Park.

Following high school, Shinoda attended the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California, where he majored in illustration. While attending the college, Shinoda met Joe Hahn, who would later join Xero as the DJ. Shinoda's concentration on graphic design in particular resulted in him getting a job as a graphic designer straight ouf of college. He has stated that the most prominent moment in his life would always be the moment that he received his diploma. With his experience as a graphic artist, Shinoda ended up designing all of Linkin Park's artwork with Hahn, and has even designed the album cover for Styles of Beyond's debut album, 2000 Fold.

In 2003, Shinoda launched his own record label with Delson as an imprint of Warner Brothers Records. The newly-formed Machine Shop Recordings would then go on to sign artists such as Styles of Beyond, Holly Brook, Simplistic and No Warning. (Simplistic has since broken up.)

In late 2004, rumors were abound that Shinoda was going to release a solo record. Its release was confirmed in early 2005 as going to be released under the moniker "Fort Minor."

In a recent interview [1], Shinoda explained the name of his project:

	



	"Fort" represents the more aggressive side of the music. "Minor" can mean a few things: if you're talking about music theory, the minor key is darker. I wanted to name the album rather than having my name on the cover, because I want people to focus on the music, not me.
	





The debut album from Fort Minor was released on November 22, 2005, and debuted at #60 on the Billboard Charts, only selling 28,000 copies in its first week [2]. The record features guest appearances from Styles of Beyond, Lupe Fiasco, Common, Black Thought of The Roots, John Legend, Holly Brook, Jonah Matranga and features Shawn Carter as an executive producer.

Shinoda has also produced albums for Lupe Fiasco and Styles of Beyond, as well as producing several of Linkin Park's albums, including Reanimation, Meteora and the collaborative EP with Jay-Z, Collision Course. He has also produced all of Linkin Park's Linkin Park Underground CDs.

Shinoda, alongside Lil Jon, was asked to score the 2005 MTV Video Music Awards. This was huge for Shinoda because it was the first time in the show's history that artists were given the chance to score the show. Shinoda contributed five short tracks to the score: "100 Degrees," "Saturday," "Montreal," "Hype" and "Madison." They are all instrumental pieces.

He now resides in Los Angeles, California with his wife, Anna, whom he married on May 10, 2003.

One year after his marrige, Shinoda has also been featured on Punk'd; he was tricked into thinking he was fined $5,000 for parking next to a fire hydrant.

Opinions personal:

Desirée González Montesino .My opinion is that this work had been very funny, I have learned much of this group.

Estefania Toledo San Juan. My opinion personal under this work is very good, I have learned English and I have learned somethings the linkin park.
Idolidia Hernández Concepción. I think that this work is good, I have known my companies in the group, In addiction is one experience positive.
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                                                   … The End…

