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Uniform Standards

June 22, 1855 to April 18, 1861– Pre-War

1861 – 1862 – Early War

1862 – 1864 – Mid-War

1864 – 1865 – Late War 

** Please read the uniform standards and consult the authenticity committee before 
      purchasing any items.
I. Uniforms:
A. Uniforms Coats

1. Pre War Militia – Revolutionary War pattern.  Blue cloth coat trimmed with buff cassimere (See Echoes of Glory P. 86), buckskin breeches, black  

      top boots, buff cassimere waistcoat, three-cornered cocked hats with the 
      brass figure 1776 on it, ruffled shirt and white gloves. 
2. Early War Enlisted - Militia uniforms or single-breasted frock coats of wool, satinette, or jean cloth with trim.  Battle shirts made from wool cassimere or jean cloth with or without trim or a Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau Type I constructed from wool, satinette, or jean cloth. 
http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_1861_impression.html
3. * Early War Officer - Militia uniforms. Double breasted & single breasted frock coats with and without trim.  Color most typically seen on officers uniforms were cadet grey.  Cloth should be wool broadcloth, satinette, or jean cloth. 
4. Mid War Enlisted - Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau Type II shell jacket with shoulder straps and belt loops.  Nine button front in jean cloth.
5. * Mid War Officer - Double & single breasted frock coats.  Shell jackets without trim in jean cloth should be wool broadcloth, satinette, or jean cloth. 
6. Late War Enlisted - Richmond Type II and III in blue/grey kersey wool or jean cloth.  Also, Peter Tait and Co. jackets in blue/grey kersey. 
7. *Late War Officer - Double & single breasted frock coats.  Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau Type II & II shell jackets, sackcoats.  Cloth should be wool broadcloth, satinette, or jean cloth. 

* The Double Breasted Frock Coat is the primary service coat for Officers.  Officers were 
    responsible for paying for their own uniforms so many depending on the officers budget,   

    many different variations would be seen these include but are not limited materials used to 
    construct the coat (broadcloth, satinette, jean cloth) and line the coat (silk, polished cotton, 
    etc.), use of sleeve braid, piping, collar and cuff facings, and button choice.  Officer’s coats 
    were tailored and usually made of higher quality materials then enlisted uniforms.  Cadet Grey   

    was often used by officers for the construction of their uniforms, but since each officer 
    purchased his own uniform, the choice was up to the individual.  By late 1863 early 1864 
    officers were allowed to purchase items from the Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau as long as 
    all clothing their quotes for enlisted item had been met.   
B. Uniform Trousers:

1. Should be of period style with a high waist that covers the navel and 

                        constructed from jean cloth, wool, or satinette. Pockets should be mule

                        ear.  Buttons for the fly should be should be bone, milk glass, tin or 

                        wood.  After the spring of 1863 trousers can be constructed from English 

                        Army Cloth (Tait Cloth).  Documented civilian trousers are acceptable.
   a. Federal sky-blue trousers should be seen in limited numbers

      

   b. Tan (A.K.A. Sutler row Butternut) wool is not acceptable.
C. Hats – Slouch hats should be formed with stitch or ribbon edged, crown ribbon and lined with period stamp.  Shapeless hats are not acceptable.  Kepis should be constructed from proper materials (jean cloth, wool and satinette).  Mexican War hats should be limited to early war impressions.  There should be little or no hat cords, bugles, regimental numbers, or other hat brass displayed.
D. Shirts:

1. Three or four button construction with bone, glass, wood, or shell 

2. Issued shirt of heavy un-dyed cotton muslin

3. Civilian style short constructed from cotton or wool with the correct pattern.  
E. Drawers - Should be constructed of 100% natural materials.  Canton flannel or cotton.

F. Socks - Should be 100% wool or cotton. 
G. Footwear:

1. CS Issue Shoes

2. Civilian Shoes  
3. British Import Shoes
4. Brogans or Jefferson bootees (Federal shoes are overrepresented in CS reenacting)

H. Buttons : 
1. May be either Block or Script I, Federal, and Civilian

2. State issue buttons (limited numbers) should be for early war impressions only. 

I. Eyeglasses - Must be of period style and construction.  If you are in doubt, please               

                           check with authenticity committee.
II. Weapons:

A. Muskets

1. Muskets and Rifles: (three band types only; must have a functional bayonet)
a. U.S. Model 1816 (converted to percussion)
b. U.S. Models 1842, 1855 
c. Enfield pattern 1853

d. U.S. Model 1861, 1863

e. Richmond Arsenal - first or second model

f. Austrian Lorenz, model 1842
http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_weaponry.html
2. Revolvers:

a. Side-arms and Swords are restricted to commissioned officers 
                 3. Edged Weapons:

a. Knives may be carried by the rank and file and must be of period pattern and  

          secured by sheaths "bowie knives" should be in no way prevalent within the ranks).

b. Bayonets should be serviceable to the weapon carried.
III. Accoutrements:

A. Cartridge Boxes:
1. Model 1841 Cartridge Box (.54 cal)

2. Model 1842 Cartridge Box (.69 cal)

                  3. Model 1855 Cartridge Box (.58 cal)

                  4. Richmond Arsenal copies of the above models

                  5. Enfield Pattern Cartridge Box (British import)

      6. CS Storm (US pattern cartridge box)

B. Cap Box: 
1. Model 1850 U.S.

2. Richmond Arsenal

3. Enfield pattern cap box
4. CS Storm (US pattern cap box)

C. Scabbard and Bayonet:
1. U.S. Model 1859-1863 – variants
                   2. Richmond Arsenal Pattern

 
       3. British Enfield Pattern 

D. Waist belt and Buckle:
      1.  Waist Belt

a. Blackened leather

b. Militia Webbing (Early War)

      2. Acceptable Buckles:

       
a. Frame (Georgia style or Fork tongue)
b. Blackened roller or Richmond Depot Belt 

            c. British Snake                        

            d. Rectangular or two piece Virginia State Seal (early war only)               

  

e. Plain brass clipped corner
            f. U.S. buckle (not as common as you think)
F. Haversacks:

                  1. Richmond Depot

      2. Federal Issue
      3. Homespun haversack (out of ticking)

      4. British Import 

G. Canteen:  http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_canteens.html
       1. Tin drum

       2. Wooden "Gardner pattern" canteen
       3. Federal Issue (Smooth-side or bulls-eye patterns, covered with jeans cloth)

http://www.southernguard.org/education/canteens.html
H. Knapsack – It was common to see a Confederate soldier equipped with a knapsack.

       1. Documented C.S. type (Kibler, Johnson, Mexican War Style)
       2. British S. Isaac Campbell & Co

       3. U.S. model 1851 and 1853
I. Blankets:

     1. CS Issue

     2. Jean Cloth

     2. North Carolina

     3. Civilian Coverlet
                 4. U.S. Regulation (Grey or brown wool, end stripes, U.S. sewn in the middle) 
      5. U.S. Early War Emergency Issue (Brown wool with end stripes)
                 6. Imported Blankets
    J. Ground Cloths

     1. Painted ground cloths

     2. Linseed/oiled ground cloths

     3. Federal vulcanized rubber gum blanket

H. Federal Issue Shelter Halves – The Richmond Depot did not issue shelter halves

  
     1. Bone or tin buttons

                 2. Hand sewn reinforced grommets

                 3. Three Piece (Early war)

                 4. Two Piece blue line sail cloth (Late war)

                 5. Shelter halves must be of period materials and construction.



http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_tents.html
IV. Primary Shell Jacket:
A. All members are to secure, as their primary jacket, the Richmond Depot 

     Clothing Bureau shell jacket, known as the RD Type II, with the following   

     characteristics:

1. Six piece body, two piece sleeve, nine button front, shoulder straps, belt loops and interior pocket, no trim.
2. Body of the coat will be constructed from jeans cloth in the following 

      colors, grey,  brown, green-grey, or any natural color
3.   Can be constructed from English Army Cloth (Tait cloth)  

4. Lined in osnaburg, waverly, or cotton drill

5. The buttons for the jacket are to be made of brass, with the following buttons being acceptable, block "I" or Federal Eagle
6. State Seal buttons are limited to early war.

7. Pewter buttons are not acceptable unless documented.

 
B. Secondary Coat/Jacket

1. Richmond Depot Type I

a.  Six piece body, two piece sleeve, and nine button front 

b.  Shoulder straps, belt loops and interior pocket

c.  Trim on collar, cuffs and shoulder straps (blue or black trim)
d.  Lined in osnaburg, waverly, cotton drill, or correctly woven 

     cotton (plaids, stripes, calicos)

e.  State seal or Federal buttons.  

f.   Pewter buttons are unacceptable
2. Richmond Depot Type III

a.   Six piece body, two piece sleeve, and nine button front 

b.   Lined in osnaburg, waverly, or cotton drill

c.   Body of the coat will be constructed English Army Cloth (Tait cloth)

d. No Shoulder straps, belt loops, or trim

e. Block I, script I, or Federal buttons.  

f. Pewter buttons are unacceptable
3. Peter Tait Jacket

a. Five piece body, two piece sleeve, eight button front 

b. With or without shoulder straps

c. Lined in line

d. Body of the coat will be constructed English Army Cloth (Tait cloth)

e. Shoulder straps and collar should have solid color trim have blue or red piping. 

E. Script I buttons (only)
http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_english_supply.html
4. Frock Coat

a. Cloth should be wool broadcloth, satinette, or jean cloth.

b. Six to nine button front

c. Lined in osnaburg, waverly, cotton drill, or correctly woven cotton (plaids, stripes, calicos)

d. Block I, script I, civilian, or Federal buttons

e. Pewter buttons are unacceptable
5. Sack Coat

a.   Cloth should be linen, wool broadcloth, satinette, or jean cloth.

b.   Four of five button front

c. Lined in osnaburg, waverly, cotton drill, or correctly woven cotton (plaids, stripes, calicos)

d. Block I, script I, civilian, or Federal buttons

6. Four Button Jacket




a.   Cloth should be jean cloth 

b.   Exterior pocket.  

b.   Lined in osnaberg.
http://www.southernguard.org/education/brooke.html
7. Commutation Jacket

a.   Cloth should be wool broadcloth, satinette, or jean cloth.

b.   Six piece body, one or two piece sleeves, four to nine button front
      c.   Lined in osnaburg, waverly, cotton drill, or correctly woven 

            cotton (plaids, stripes, calicos), polished cotton (Choice is yours)

e. Block I, Script I, Civilian, Coin, or Federal Buttons

f. Lots of variations from coat to coat concerning trim and exterior pockets.

Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau Jackets

The Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau Type II shell jacket is characterized by a six piece body, two piece sleeves, with shoulder straps, belt loops, and a nine button front.  In terms of construction, the only difference between a Type II and Type III jacket is that Type III jackets lacked shoulder straps and belt loops.  In terms of material, it is generally believed by many historians that Type III jackets were made of imported English Army cloth.
The "Peter Tait" jacket was manufactured in Limerick, Ireland.  This blue/gray kersey wool jacket is characterized by a five-piece body, two-piece sleeve, and an eight-button front.  The dominant numbers of surviving examples have linen, rather than cotton, linings.  The linings were stamped with a British Army sizing system.  Some Tait jackets had shoulder straps and some did not.  The front edges of the jacket were machine stitched. Some surviving jackets are trimmed with royal blue on the edges of the collar and shoulder straps. 

Information from: A Survey of Confederate Central Government Quartermaster Issue Jackets:
                             by Leslie D. Jensen 

http://www.military-historians.org/company/journal/confederate/confederate-1.htm
Time Frames for Richmond Depot Jackets:

While there is no definitive date for when the three shell jacket styles were produced there is a general belief that the first type of jacket, the “Type I” may have been produced from the fall of 1861 until the spring of 1862.  The “Type II” is generally considered to be issued from the late spring of 1862 through early 1864 and the “Type III” is generally considered to be produced from the spring of 1864 until the end of the war.  
It should be noted that between each style of jacket, there were transition periods. These transition periods moved between each style of jacket produced.  Therefore, during the transition period of the Type I and Type II, trim was gradually phased out and between the Type II and Type III, belt loops and shoulder straps were phased out.  

The jackets produced by the Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau that we classify today as Type I, Type II, and Type III, have many of the same basic features, they include a six piece body, two piece sleeves, nine button front, collar, and all examples are known to be lined.  The varying factors between each style of coat were materials (wool jean, satinette) used to construct the coat, trim or lack of trim, shoulder straps or lack of shoulder straps, and belt loops or lack of belt loops.
Jean Cloth vs. Wool: 
Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau records found at the National Archives in Washington D.C. indicate that, after late 1862, 100% grey woolen material was not produced in any significant quantity by the mills providing textiles to the Clothing Bureau for uniforms.  Records indicate that in 1863, approximately 90% of all uniform materials produced for the depot was jean cloth and cassimere.  These materials were usually dyed grey or brownish-grey using natural dyes such as sweet gum bark, logwood, and sumac.  The natural dyes would fade with exposure to the sun into a variety of brownish/earth-toned hues.  Jean cloth is characterized by a 2/1 twill with a cotton warp and a wool filling, cassimere has a 2/2 twill.  Although no known documentation exists, it is probable that satinette was only utilized for uniform construction by the depot early in the war possibly through mid-1862 - satinette is not as durable as jean cloth and also requires a bit more wool.  (Technically, satinette also has a woolen weft or fill and a cotton warp like jean cloth - but satinette was loomed in such a manner so that it looks more like all wool broadcloth. 

Information from: Stonewall Brigade Reenacting Organization
http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_jeancloth.html
Documented English Blue/Grey Kersey Jackets Issued to the Stonewall Brigade: Records indicate that the Richmond Depot Clothing Bureau received large quantities of blue/gray English kersey in mid 1863. There are surviving Type II shell jackets made with this material.  Peter Tait
jackets were probably imported from mid-1863 until the end of the war.  We know of the issuance of these English blue-gray kersey uniforms to the Stonewall Brigade in late May of 1863.

Information from: Stonewall Brigade Reenacting Organization

Clothing issue to the 4th VA Stonewall Brigade

http://www.stonewallbrigade.com/articles_clothing.html


R. Massella


