Unit 3

T 3.1
The Tale of Gluskap and the Baby
Gluskap the warrior was very pleased with himself because he had fought and won so many battles. He boasted to a woman friend: “Nobody can beat me!” 

“Really?” said the woman. “I know someone who can beat you. His name is Wasis.” Gluskap had never heard of Wasis. He immediately wanted to meet him and fight him. So he was taken to the woman’s village. The woman pointed to a baby who was sitting and sucking a piece of sugar on the floor of a teepee. 

“There,” she said. “That is Wasis. He is little, but he is very strong.” Gluskap laughed and walked up to the baby. “I am Gluskap. Fight me!” he shouted. Little Wasis looked at him for a moment, and then he opened his mouth. “Waaah! Waaah!” he yelled. Gluskap had never heard such a terrible noise. He danced a war dance and sang some war songs. Wasis screamed louder. “Waaah! Waaah! Waaah!” Gluskap covered his ears and ran out of the teepee. After he had run a few miles, he stopped and listened. The baby was still yelling. Gluskap the fearless was terrified. He ran on and was never seen again in the woman’s village.

T 3.2
Listen and repeat
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T 3.3
What was she doing?

1.
At 8 a.m. she was driving to the airport.
2.
At 10 a.m. she was flying to Chicago.
3.
At 11:30 a.m. she was having a meeting.
4.
At 1:30 p.m. she was having lunch.
5.
At 3 p.m. she was visiting Dot Com Enterprises.
6.
At 6 p.m. she was writing a report on the plane.
7.
At 8:30 p.m. she was putting the baby to bed.
8.
At 10 p.m. she was relaxing and listening to music.

T 3.4
Listen and check

1.
A
I didn’t laugh at his joke.

B
Why? Had you heard it before?
2.
A
Were you surprised by the ending of the movie?

B
No, I’d read the book, so I already knew the story.
3.
A
I went to the airport, but I couldn’t get on the plane.

B
Why? Had you left your passport at home?
4.
A
I was homesick the whole time I was living in France.

B
That’s really sad! Had you ever lived abroad before?
5.
A
The hotel where we stayed on our vacation was awful!

B
That’s too bad. Hadn’t you stayed there before?
6.
A
I met my girlfriend’s parents for the first time last Sunday.

B
Really? I thought you’d met them before.
7.
A
My grandfather had two sons from his first marriage.

B
Really? I didn’t know he’d been married before.

T 3.5
An amazing thing happened!

L = Lim
W = Wanda
L
Hi, Wanda. Did you have a good vacation?

W
Oh, yeah, we had a great time. But I have to tell you—the most amazing thing happened!

L
Really? What was that?

W
Well, Roy and I were swimming on the beach near the hotel—it was our first day—and this huge wave came along and knocked my sunglasses into the water. I ... 

L
Why were you swimming in your sunglasses?

W
Oh, I don’t know. I’d just left them on top of my head. I forgot they were there. Anyway, they were gone. I couldn’t find them anywhere. I was really upset. You know Roy had given me those sunglasses for my birthday and they were really expensive.

L
I remember—nearly $200.

W
Yeah. Anyway, I had to have sunglasses, so I bought a new pair—just a cheap pair this time. The next day, I was lying on the beach, sunbathing. Then, suddenly another huge wave ...

L
You didn’t lose another pair of sunglasses?

W
No, no. You’ll never believe this—but there was another huge wave. It completely covered me. I was so wet and ...

L
Are you sure this was a good vacation?

W
Yeah—but listen! When I looked down there, on the sand, right next to me, were my expensive sunglasses. The ones I had lost the day before! I couldn’t believe my eyes!

L
You’re kidding! Wow, that is amazing!

T 3.6
Books and movies
M = Mary
S = Sue
K = Kevin
L = Luis 

M
Hey, I just read a great book.

S
A book? Hey, we’re impressed! What was it?

M
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, by J.K. Rowling.

K
Harry Potter? Isn’t that a children’s book?

M
Well, yeah, but ... No, guys. It was really good. I was so amazed. Lots of adults read Harry Potter books, they’re not just for kids.

L
Sure, Mary. Do you like cartoons, too?

M
As a matter of fact... 

S
She’s right. I’ve seen people reading Harry Potter on the subway. I’d like to see one of the movies.

L
Me too. Say, what’s your favorite book, Sue?

S
My all-time favorite takes place here in New York.

K
What’s that?

S
It’s called A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith. It’s fantastic!

L
Why do you like it?

S
Oh, it’s just a beautiful story. It’s about this girl, Francie Nolan, growing up in Brooklyn at the turn of the century.

K
Which century?

S
Oh, that’s right, the twentieth century. It’s set in the early 1900s. Her Dad was kind of a drunk, but she adored him ... and he was no good to the family, so the mother had to take care of the kids by herself.

L
Hmm. Sounds a little like Angela’s Ashes. I liked that movie.

K
Yeah, yeah and the book by Frank McCourt. It painted a fascinating picture of New York at the time. There were lots of immigrants, and people were really poor, but they still had fun. I really enjoyed it. 

L
Hey, that reminds me. Do you know Ragtime? It’s a great novel by E.L. Doctorow about America at the turn of the century ... the twentieth century, I mean.

M
Wasn’t Ragtime a movie?

L
That’s right, and a musical play too, but the book was even better. It’s all about America in the early 1900s: immigrants, African Americans, rich and poor people, industrialists and socialists, jazz musicians ...

K
Say, has anyone read Ernest Hemingway?

M
Huh—we had to read that stuff at school and I never ...

K
Well ... We didn’t study Hemingway in school and when I read my first—it was The Old Man and the Sea—I loved it. ...

T 3.7
Giving opinions

1.
A
Did you like the movie?

B
It was excellent. Have you seen it yet? It stars Julia Roberts and Antonio Banderas.
2.
A
What did you think of the play?

B
It was really boring! I fell asleep during the first act.
3.
A
Did you like your sandwiches?

B
They were delicious. John had turkey and cheese and I had tuna salad.
4.
A
Do you like Stephen King’s novels?

B
I didn’t like his last one, but I couldn’t put his new one down until the last page.
5.
A
What do you think of their children?

B
I think they spoil them. They always give them whatever they want.
6.
A
What was your vacation like?

B
It was a nice break, but the weather wasn’t very good.
7.
A
What did you think of Jennifer Lopez?

B
She’s usually good, but I don’t think she was right for this part.
8.
A
How was the game?

B
It was really exciting, especially when Michael Jordan scored in the last second.
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