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PHP is no different from other languages when it comes to learning rules: first, you have to learn the syntax and structures, then try to pick up some good habits right from the start in order to lend your Web site a professional touch. The examples given in this workshop aim to do just that. Let us show you how to handle and display data.
Writing the First Script

A PHP script is a simple text file which the Web server sends to an interpreter: the PHP engine. For a file to be recognised as a PHP script, it must show an appropriate extension: we will use .php.

Create a file called test.php with the following line:

<?php print(Date("l F d,Y")); ?>

Store this file in your Web documents directory and open it with your browser. You will then see a HTML page with the current date, as shown below:

Tuesday November 12,2002

This page is of little interest but it shows you the general principles of a PHP script structure. All PHP codes must start with the <?php tag and finish with ?> . All content located outside these two tags is sent back to the browser without being interpreted by the PHP engine. This structure allows you to combine PHP code sections, which handle the dynamic content, with regular, static HTML elements. This is the same principle used in the JavaScript code delineated by <script> and </script> tags. 

The function used here only displays the date. But we will soon see how to write our own functions.

Creating a Dynamic Web Page

Now that you understand how everything works, we can create and test a new page called hello.php, which contains the following code:

<html>
<head>
<title>PHP Test</title>
</head>
<body> 
  <H1 align="center">
<?php print("Hello world!"); ?>
</H1>
</body>
</html>

This code example is closer to that of a regular HTML page. Our PHP tag contains a call to the print function, to which a character string delineated by quotes ("Hello world!") is passed as argument. The role of this function is to print out the passed argument onto the browser window. This is an essential function since it is used to fill the HTML page with the content automatically generated by the PHP script.
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 Tip
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Variation. You can also see in existing scripts the instruction echo, which acts like the print function, except that it does not require the argument to be passed between parentheses. 


	[image: image3.png]




	[image: image4.png]






Make sure you always finish a line of PHP code with a semicolon. Inserting a carriage return will have no effect in the code.

Once you have placed the page in the appropriate location, open it in your browser and view the source of the HTML page. You will see that there is no longer any PHP tag and that the print function has correctly printed out the phrase. Here is the result you should obtain:

Hello world!
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 Note
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For the record. Since the C Reference by Kernigham and Ritchie was published in 1978, any story between a programmer and a new language begins with a first program displaying "Hello World!" 
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Using Variables

The previous example does not bring more than an ordinary HTML code, except that we have written an instruction instead of a simple phrase into the code. Let's further explore the PHP syntax by replacing our character string with a variable. 

Correct your hello.php file as follows:

<?php
$message = "Hello world!";
?>
<html>
<head>
<title>PHP test</title>
</head>
<body> 
  <H1 align="center">
<?php print($message); ?>
</H1>
</body>
</html>

You can see two PHP tags. The first one defines a so-called variable. A variable sets aside a portion of memory where you can store and read data from within your program. In PHP, a variable begins with the $ character. A variable can contain a character string delineated by quotes ("Hello world!"), as in our example, or a numeric value: a whole number (integer) or a floating point number (double). The = operator is used to assign a value to a variable. 

The second PHP tag introduces a call to the print function to which we pass the variable name. This is the basic principle of dynamic Web content: a program assigns, calculates, or retrieves data that are then forwarded as a HTML code to the browser that displays it to the user. 

We get the same results as with the preceding example:

Hello world!
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 Advice
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Pick up good habits. By placing the PHP code sections at the beginning of your files before the static HTML part, you can clearly separate the treatment part that is maintained by the programmer from the displayed part that is allocated to the Web designer. 
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