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The main disadvantage of creating sites with PHP is that your scripts can only be interpreted by a server. Unlike HTML, it is impossible to see the results produced by your lines of code before placing them online. And if mistakes have to be identified and solved, then you have to go through long downloading and correction processes. The solution is to install a complete development server on your computer.
Overview of EasyPHP

Installing a development Web server requires some software, often an Apache server, a number of PHP libraries, a MySQL database, and a few other tools. 

Before, such development platforms required the installation of the Linux operating system, as well as a lot of patience and technical skills. Fortunately, ready-to-use installation kits have recently appeared on the Internet. They allow you to install and configure a complete development server with a few clicks. One of them, EasyPHP, offers all the tools you need to develop PHP pages. It is very easy to install. The sole requirement is to have a computer which runs under Windows 9x.
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 Note
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Where can you find EasyPHP? You can find it on its official site: http://www.easyphp.org. EasyPHP software is only available in French at the moment. The English version is still in development stage. However, after reading this workshop and upgrading the PHP/MyAdmin interface, you will be able to work with this software as if it was in English! 
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Installing and Activating the Server

Implementing EasyPHP is a straightforward process. Simply run the installation program after its download and choose the folder in which you want it to be located. This is an important choice as this folder will be used later on for managing your projects.

Activating the HTTP server is also very simple. Just launch EasyPHP from the Start menu and wait a few seconds. A small icon will appear in the lower right-hand corner, denoting that the server is running. It is then time to launch the EasyPHP interface. 
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Figure 1: This icon indicates that EasyPHP is running 

For this, right-click on the EasyPHP icon located in the lower right-hand corner and select Web local in the pop-up menu. The EasyPHP interface appears in a new window of your default browser. You can handle many things from this interface:

· Manage all your PHP projects.
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· Administer your local database.
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· Check the PHP version that you have and the extensions that are installed.
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· Visualise the parameters for accessing your database.
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· Test different extensions and the available features.
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Figure 2: The main EasyPHP interface 

Database Configuration

Prior to creating a complete project, you must properly configure your database. By default, EasyPHP proposes the use of a database called Test. It differs a lot from the database supplied by your Web host provider. So the easiest way to proceed is to duplicate the architecture of your provider on your own computer in order to correctly program your connection scripts.

1. Click on the PHPMyAdmin button of the EasyPHP interface. This is the tool you will use to create and administer your database locally.
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The PHPMyAdmin interface enables you to do all database manipulations, such as creating and filling up tables.
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Figure 3: The PHPMyAdmin interface 

2. Enter the name of the database to be used (yourid_db if you want to use the database on the Lycos Network) in the Créer une base de données field on the PHPMyAdmin main page. Validate this choice by clicking on the Créer button.
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Once generated, your database appears in the left column of PHPMyAdmin. You only have to click on this area to create and administer your tables. Next, you need to configure your database access.

3. Click on the database named mysql, in the interface's left-hand column. The right-hand side of PHPMyAdmin then changes.
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4. Click in the field labelled Insert corresponding to the User table to add a new access profile to your database. An input form opens. 
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5. Enter the following information:
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. Host: localhost.

. User: your user id to access your database.

. Password: The password associated with your user id.

. Set all other configuration fields on Y.

6. Validate your choices.
[image: image24.png]



Your new user profile is now created. Your local database works in the same way as the online database at your Web hosting provider. You only have to create and fill your tables as desired.

Creating a Project

Now that you have a server working and a properly configured database, you can start implementing projects. But before starting with the programming, there is one last thing you should check.

For your PHP pages to be correctly interpreted by your local server, make sure the two following requirements are satisfied:

· All your pages containing PHP code must have the .PHP extension and not the .HTML extension.
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· All your projects must be contained in the www subfolder of the folder you specified during the software installation procedure.
[image: image26.png]



[image: image27.png]


[image: image28.png]£+ EasyPHP
£ apache
3 coitin
31 home
& mysal
Caehe
3 phpmyadinin
Dtests
0 mp
= 0w
£ classicphp
3 profet!





[image: image29.png]



Figure 4: All your projects must be located in this folder 
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 Advice
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Organise your projects If you plan to manage several PHP projects in parallel, store them in separate subfolders. They will then appear as different projects in the EasyPHP interface. 
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That's it! Now you are ready to create your PHP pages with your favourite editor. Don't forget to save them in the right location. To view the results of your work, use the EasyPHP interface to select the desired PHP project in the Your work section. You will then have the option of selecting the pages you want as if they were stored in the host area of your provider.


Page 2 of 4

