Legalization/Authentication Process

As of March 16th, 1999, Venezuela is a part of “The Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public Documents” of the 5th of October 1961. The Convention abolishes the requirement of diplomatic and consular legalization for public documents originating in one Convention country (Barbados) and intended for use in another Convention country (Venezuela).  Documents issued in a Convention country which have been certified by a Convention “Apostille” are entitled to recognition in any other Convention country without any further authentication.  Consular officers in Convention countries are prohibited from placing a certification over the Convention “Apostille”. 

For the purposes of this agreement, the documents considered as public are:

A. Documents emanating from an authority or a government employee linked to State Courts or Tribunals, including those coming from the Public Ministry, or from a secretary, an officer or a judicial agent. 

B. Administrative documents. 

C. Documents that are required to be registered. 

D. Official certificates that have been put on private documents, such as registry entries, verification of the accuracy of a date and official authentication and registration of signatures. 

However this agreement will NOT apply to:

a. Documents issued by diplomatic or consular agents. 

b. Administrative documents directly related to a commercial or to customs operation. 

