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ANIMAL and HUMAN BITES

· Human and animal bites are the most common and the most dangerous. 
FIRST AID 

· Dangerous infection can develop even from a minor bite.  
· Wear latex gloves and wash your hands first.  
· If bleeding is not severe, wash wound with soap and water, cover with a clean dressing.  
· Watch for allergic reaction.  
· Treat all bites serious.  
· Wash the wound thoroughly with soap and water. 
· Apply an antibiotic cream to prevent infection and cover it with a clean bandage.
· If you notice signs of infection such as swelling, redness, increased pain or oozing, see your doctor immediately.
· Your doctor might want to prescribe antibiotics as well as test for rabies if appropriate. 
· Tetanus Doctors recommend every 10 years. If your last one was more than 5 years ago and your wound is deep or dirty, your doctor may recommend a booster. You should have the booster within 48 hours of the injury
· If you suspect the bite was caused by an animal that might harbor rabies — any unprovoked bite from a wild or domestic animal of unknown immunization status — see your doctor immediately.
· Biting animals can also spread diseases such as Lyme disease, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, encephalitis, and rabies. 
· In addition, many biting animals inject venom that can make you ill or can even be deadly. 
· Rabies is more common in raccoons, skunks, bats and foxes. 
· Rabbits, squirrels and other rodents rarely harbor rabies.
PREVENTION:

· You'll be less likely to be bitten or scratched if you: 
· Stay away from sick or stray animals. 
· Stay away from fighting animals. 
· Don't provoke animals (such as bothering them while they're sleeping or eating, or playing roughly with them). 
· Teach your children to tell you about any animal bite or scratch that they receive. 
HUMAN BITES

· A bite from a human is more likely to get infected than a bite from any other animal. 
· You can also get a number of severe diseases including hepatitis B or syphilis. 
· Every human bite that breaks through the skin should receive medical treatment. 
· Your doctor might give you a series of antibiotics, and you might need a tetanus shot if you're not current. 
