[image: image1.jpg]


 

FIRST AID

· Clean the site well with soap and water. 
· Apply a cool compress over the bite location 
· Keep the affected limb elevated to about heart level. 
· Aspirin or Tylenol may be used to relieve minor symptoms. 
· Treatment in a medical facility may be necessary for children less than 5 years old or for adults with severe symptoms. 
· Call the Poison Center for additional information
PREVENTION

· Removal or destruction of the egg sacks may help control the population. This spider is resistant to many insecticides
· Frequently clean areas where spiders like to hide (dark places like barns, garages, under rocks, in shoes, and dresser drawers). 
· Keep your hands away from places where spiders like to hide. 
· When outside (such as hiking or camping) check inside sleeping bags or shoes before using them. 
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF ENVENOMATION

· At first you may notice only slight swelling and faint red marks. Within a few hours, though, intense pain and stiffness begin. 
· Later, pain, cramping and rigidity may appear in the shoulders, back, chest or abdomen. 
· Other manifestations include chills, fever, nausea, vomiting, severe abdominal pain, headache, anxiety and hypertension.
FACTS

· A mature female is a globe-shaped, black, shiny spider with a red or orange marking or hourglass on the underside of her abdomen. Males are smaller, brown and not a significant threat to man. A strong, irregular web indicates the presence of a black widow spider. They weave egg sacks which may contain up to 300 eggs
· The female black widow is the one that gives the more serious bite. It’s not lethal unless a young child is bitten. The bite feels like a pinprick. You may not even know you’ve been bitten.
