[image: image1.jpg]



FIRST AID

· Keep the victim calm. 
· Remove all constrictive items such as rings. 
· Keep victim warm. 
· Keep the bitten area below the level of the heart. Loosely splint injured extremity
· Apply a clean bandage on the area to minimize the contamination any further.
· Do not place ice or a tourniquet on the area. 
· These may speed up the poison by causing shock. 
· Monitor the victims A, B, C's. 
· Get help immediately.  Every snakebite should be evaluated at a hospital
· If you can identify the snake poisonous/non-poisonous advise
· Many bites don't require antivenin
· Antibiotics to prevent infection
· Booster tetanus shot. 
PREVENTION

· Keep your lawn mowed and your hedges trimmed. 
· Use caution when clearing brush and debris from your yard. 
· At the least, wear leather gloves. 
· Some recommend you use tongs to pick up brush, lumber, and even firewood. 
· Golfers should exercise care when trying to retrieve out-of-bounds golf balls. 
· Leather boots and long pants provide a level of protection. 
· Don't go near a snake, or where snakes like to be 
Signs and Symptoms:  

· Pain mild to moderate. 
· Swelling, discolored skin, 
· Dizziness, nausea, vomiting, drowsiness, sweating, headaches, 
· Drooling, thirst, weakness, severe slurred speech, blurred vision, 
· Convulsions, difficulty breathing. 
FACTS

· Snakebites are rarely fatal. 
· Of the 8,000 bites American suffer annually, less than 20 people die 
