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WINDOWS

· Be sure your child cannot open windows and screens himself. 
· Install guards or bars on windows above the first floor.
· These bars must be childproof but easy for adults to open in case of fire
· Can push hard enough can fall through the screen.
· Don't depend on screens to keep the child from falling out of the window.  
· They are designed to keep insects out, not children in.  
· Close and lock windows when children are present if safety bars aren’t present
· For ventilation, open windows from the top, and provide adult supervision. 
· Keep chairs, tables, and other furniture away from windows 
· Position the bed at least two feet from windows, heating vents, radiators, wall lamps, drapery, or Venetian blind cords.
· Take caution when leaving windows open
· Keep children away from open windows to prevent falls. 
PLAYGROUNDS

· Playground surfaces should be soft to absorb the shock of falls 
· Safe surfacing, such as wood chips, sand, or shredded rubber. 
· If your child falls, these surfaces will soften the blow.
· Avoid asphalt and concrete
· Should know such slide safety rules as using slide steps to climb up to the slide, 
· Never climb on the slide from the bottom. 
· Children also should know to never go down the slide head first 
· Wait until the child ahead of them is off the slide before going down.
· Be sure outdoor playground equipment is safe, with no loose parts or rust. 
· Never allow a child to play on a trampoline, even with adult supervision. 
 
STAIRWAYS

· Stairs must be in good condition. 
· Install uprights on banisters to keep kids from sliding down them.

· Install sturdy handrails on both sides of your stairs
· Don’t let toys or other items collect on stairs.
· Never leave anything on the stairs that you can trip on while carrying your baby
· Safety Gaits
· Place and use protective gates at all stairways. 
· Install hardware-mounted safety gates at the top and bottom of every stairway (pressure-mounted gates are not as secure).
· Until your child is an expert at climbing stairs,
· Don’t use accordion-style gates with “V” shapes on top; 
· Young children have been strangled when their heads got stuck in the diamond-shaped openings.
· Latch Gaits securely or they are useless  
· Make sure pressure gates are firmly in place and can't be dislodged by the child.
· Place the safety gate bar latch on the side farthest from your child's reach.
· Never use throw rugs near stairs, and make sure carpeting is in excellent condition
SLIPPING

· Clean up spills immediately to prevent slips and falls.
· Carpet or rugs should be tightly secured. 
· If throw rugs are used, anchor them securely.
· Put nonskid appliqués or strips on the bottom of your bathtub, or use mats
· Remove or replace slippery throw rugs with non-skid rugs
· Never let your child hold anything sharp while running — an arrow, stick, sparkler or pinwheel could pierce a child’s eye or puncture the skin in a fall.
· Keep off from wet slippery floors and freshly shampooed carpets until completely dry.
· Make sure your bathroom is slip-proof. Use nonskid bathtub mats and rugs, and always wipe up puddles near the tub's sides
· Lighting and Clutter. 
· Help children to navigate around the house safely by installing adequate lighting and switches at the bottom and top of stairways 
· Get rid of clutter to provide clear paths from room to room. 
· Remember that less furniture is better
 
WALKERS

· Do not use baby walkers 
· Walkers are dangerous and have been responsible for many injuries. 
· Use of these devices should be done under very careful supervision. 
· If you have a walker with wheels, the wheels should be removed or discard the walker all together. 
· New style walkers (standers) are designed to be stationary
 
FURNITURE

· Secure furniture that can topple (bookcases, chests of drawers) to the walls
· Secure tall, tipsy lamps behind furniture.

· Bolt bookshelves to the wall - Climbing little ones can bring the entire unit toppling over on them - Earthquakes can too! 

· Put away any unstable or rickety furniture your child could pull over
· Remove clutter and move protruding furniture that child could trip on.

· Attach corner and edge guards to furniture that will become a hazard as child walks, climbs, and grows taller

· Keep televisions on low furniture, pushed back as far as possible

· Store or repair unsteady or splintered furniture 

· Keep all drawers firmly closed so your child can't shut fingers in them or climb on them

· Keep step stools out of reach.



OUTDOORS

· If you have a fence with a gate, make sure the lock is too high for a 2-year-old to open.
· Check the tension on your garage door opener - It should reverse when it hits something. 
