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HOW TO USE YOUR CAR SEAT
 
CAR SEAT 

· Follow the instructions and keep them with the car seat. You will need them as child gets bigger.
· Send in the registration card that comes with the car seat. It will be important in the event your car seat is recalled.
 
PLACEMENT

· An infant in a rear-facing seat should never be placed in the front seat of a vehicle that has a passenger-side airbag.
· Whenever possible, children should ride in the rear seat. Middle position is safest. 
· If toddlers must ride in the front seat of a vehicle that has a passenger side airbag, the vehicle seat must be placed as far back as possible.
· If you use a seat made only for infants, always face it backward.
· Infants should ride facing the back of the car until they are 20 pounds and at least one year of age or until they reach the rear-facing weight limit of the seat. 
· A child may face forward if they are over 20 lbs. and over one year of age. 
 
SECURING THE CHILD 

· The shoulder straps of the car seat go in the lowest slots for infants riding backward, and the highest slots for children facing forward.
· The retainer clip should be placed at armpit level to keep harness straps on the shoulders. 
· Must be secured to vehicle with seat belt. 
· Harness straps should be snug. So snug that you cannot fit more than one finger at the child's collarbone. 
· Is the auto seat belt in the right place and pulled tight?
· The belt must go to correct path to hold the seat in place
· Top must be tethered to an anchor bolt behind the seat to prevent movement in a collision or sudden stop. 
· Check the owner's manual for your car to see if you need to use a locking clip or some additional piece of equipment to keep the safety seat secure.
· A convertible seat faces backward for an infant and forward for a toddler. It has two different belt paths, one for each direction. 
 
DOES IT FIT IN YOUR CAR

· Not all car seats fit in all vehicles.
· When the car seat is installed, be sure it does not move side-to-side or toward the front of the car.
· Be sure to read the section on car seats in the owner's manual for your car.
· Is your child growing too tall for the convertible seat and are your child at least 40 pounds? 
 
BOOSTER SEAT.

· The belt-positioning booster seat helps protect your child until he or she is big enough to use a seat belt alone.
· A booster seat with a shield must have the shield removed after the child reaches 40 lbs. and then is used with a lap and shoulder belt.
      
RECALL

· Call the auto safety hotline for a list of recalled seats that need repair --U.S. Department of Transportation Auto Safety Hotline, 800-424-9393.
· Designs have been modified and improved, but products continue to be recalled. 
· Every safety seat made for sale in the U.S. today must be crash-tested and labeled with the name of the manufacturer, the date made, and a statement that safety seats may or may not be safe. 
· Using a new car seat is safest. 
· If you must use a used car seat, make sure it was never in a crash, is in good repair with no cracks, is less than ten years old and preferably less than five, and has all of its parts, including its instruction booklet. 
· To check out which seats have been recalled, visit the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration web site at www.nhtsa.dot.gov.


