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The 5th Ranger Training Battalion Vision and Commander’s Goals

a. VISION: Be the most capable and relevant force in existence, living personal and professional standards of excellence to which all others aspire.  

 

b. GOAL: Produce a Ranger that is technically and tactically proficient, is physically and mentally hard, and has the intestinal fortitude to fight on to the Ranger objective. 

 

c. PRIORITIES. 

     
1.  Accomplish the mission – Ranger Training

      
2.  Preserve the force – Professional Development

3.  Maintain your freedom of action – Take care of Rangers and their families

 

d. RANGER INSTRUCTOR MISSION:  RI’s teach, coach, mentor, facilitate after action reviews, counsel, and last of all evaluate.  RI’s show Ranger students the right way to train, the right way to lead, and the right way to conduct platoon operations on mountainous terrain.  RI’s set the example in everything they do, and gain the confidence and respect of the students under their charge.  Ranger Instructors KNOW the standard, ADHERE to the standard, and ENFORCE the standard.

The History of Camp Frank D. Merrill:  5th Ranger Training Battalion
     In order to fully cover the history of the U.S. Army’s Mountain Ranger Training, we have to first take a brief look at the roots of Ranger training.  On October 12, 1950 the announcement was made in the “Bayonet” that Ranger training would begin at Fort Benning, Ga.  The decision for Ranger training came from lessons learned in World War II and Korea. Plans called for one Ranger Company to be an integral part of each Infantry Division.  Based on this concept, the Department of the Army would send separate companies with a full compliment of officers and NCOs through the new six week Ranger Course, taught exclusively at Fort Benning. After graduation, the Ranger Companies would then be available to Division Commanders for special missions of the type performed by their predecessors in World War II.

     Based on a new emphasis being placed on this enhancement of the infantry, and on remarks of the Army Chief of Staff, General J.L. Collins (the essence of his remarks being why put all your eggs in one basket) in April 1951, and a verbal directive from the Office of the Chief of Army Field Forces, a study was initiated in August 1951 at Ft. Benning to propose a new Ranger Course.  This new Ranger Course would be offered to all combat units of the army, in order to develop infantry units of the Army.  Ranger-type missions being those overt operations in enemy territory, which normally do not exceed 48 hours.  Additionally, the goal of the new Ranger Course was to achieve the quality in leadership and example that infantry units require.  This standard, explained by General Mark W. Clark in a letter dated 16 February 1952, ... Must be established in sufficient numbers so that each infantry unit the size of a platoon will have at least one Ranger qualified soldier.  This individual will then act as a seed around which many other similar seeds in the unit will grow. The ultimate goal of this process is to raise the standard of performance of all our infantry units. Today this is the goal of Ranger School.

     As a result of the board’s study at Ft. Benning, the Department of the Army on October 3, 1951, directed the establishment of the Ranger Department and Course at Ft. Benning with Colonel Henry Learnard as the first Department Director.  In this same letter, the Chief of Army Field Forces was directed to establish the scope of the Ranger Course, course length, frequencies, class capabilities, and prerequisites. Because of these requirements, a second board was convened to study terrain requirements with the following characteristics and distance limitations: mountainous, forested, sparsely inhabited, seacoast, swamp, and jungle within a radius of approximately 200 miles of Ft. Benning.  Ft. Benning alone, as a training site, was automatically ruled out due to the numerous other training areas and obvious orientation points around this reservation such as water and jump towers.

     A group of officers on the board, familiar with the North Georgia section of the Chattahoochee National Forest, made initial informal coordination with the U.S. Forest Service for use of 396,000 acres in 1951.  This rugged and sparsely populated area provided the ideal site for training under simulated combat conditions.  On January 3, 1952 class #1 started training as scheduled.  Eleven days of the training took place in North Georgia and consisted of three patrolling problems and two days of rappelling training at Woody Gap.  One hundred and fifty (150) students reported; forty-seven (47) successfully completed the course.

     In September 1952, the first cadre parachute jump was conducted. A C-119 “Flying Boxcar” was used and the Drop Zone (DZ) was an open pasture where the little league field is now located in Dahlonega.  From January 1952 until November 1952, students and cadre used the facilities at Pine Valley, a North Georgia college recreation area. This land was leased from the college and was composed almost entirely of temporary quarters and tents. A log cabin was used as the orderly room, and a barn was used as the supply room, these were the only permanent buildings.  On November 5, 1952 the Mountain Training Camp began moving to a new permanent site at Camp Wahsega.  This new camp, 12 miles from Dahlonega in the Chattahoochee National Forest, was leased from the state 4-H Club nine months out of the year (excluding June, July, and August) for $250.00 per month.  Facilities available on the 40 acres of land included 16 10-man cabins, a large combined mess and recreation hall, dispensary, two permanent showers, latrine buildings, a large baseball diamond, and a swimming pool.  A platoon of the 534th Signal Construction Company emplaced new telephone lines to the camp.  Camp Wahsega facilities were used to conduct Mountain Ranger Training until 1958.  The current Mosby Army Airfield was built at this time to enable army aircraft to land closer to Camp Wahsega.  During this time, and until the early sixties, instructor duty was considered a hardship assignment.  Instructors were assigned duty at the Mountain Ranger Camp for 12 months and then rotated back to Ft. Benning to complete their tour of duty.

     Between 1959 and 1960, Mountain Ranger Training was moved permanently to the Black Farms area, its present home.  This site, approximately one mile from Camp Wahsega, was for many years, used only in the summer months to quarter Ranger cadre and instructors.  The first construction project was approved in 1960 for $100,000.  This project included one barracks, one mess hall, a sewage lagoon, and the paving of specified parking areas and access roads.  A construction project for $704,000, which included the construction of five barracks, operations center, infirmary, officers quarters, motor pool and shops, a recreation building, and miscellaneous items such as electrical and communications systems was approved in 1961.

     Initially, the students were quartered in tents in the summer and the old Camp Wahsega hutments in the winter.  In 1961 construction began on the student hutments that would enable the Black Farms Camp to be used year-round.  The hutments were used to quarter the students until 1989 when a consolidated, open bay student barracks was constructed near the Etowah River.  The majority of the hutments were destroyed; however, one still remains as a historical monument and museum.  In early 1963 a small Post Exchange (PX) was opened. The hours of operation varied depending upon when the manager was walking patrols as an instructor.  Ranger Instructors and students alike for their steepness, ruggedness, and cold unpredictable winter months remember the mountains of North Georgia.  During the winter of 1962-63 nearly half of a 180-man student class became frostbite cases when the temperature in the training area drop rapidly in one hour. In 1968, the Commissary was established through the efforts of the Camp’s wives. Also, the remaining permanent support troop buildings were built during 1968. 

     During the Vietnam Era (1966-71) the Mountain Ranger Camp trained many more students than previously or since; Ranger School was like a stepping stone to actual combat for the Army’s small unit leaders.  It was also an especially sad time for those instructors who lived and worked there, because much too frequently instructors who left the Mountain Ranger Camp during this time were sent directly into combat duty in Vietnam, losing their lives.  On 2 February 1971 the Mountain Ranger Camp was officially designated as Camp Frank D. Merrill in honor of Brigadier General Frank D. Merrill, who commanded the 5307th Composite Unit Provisional, “Merrill’s Marauders”, during the Burma Operations of World War II.  

     The completion of Interstate 85 in 1979 and State Highway 400 in 1980 have greatly reduced traveling time to Camp Merrill from Ft. Benning.  One full day was required for the transporting of student classes in the past, now the trip could be made in 4 hours.  In 1982, resurfacing of the nine-mile road connecting Dahlonega with Camp Merrill was completed, with one half of the cost being paid by the Federal Government due to military usage. In 1990 the old “Snaplink” building, which was originally the Bachelor Officers Quarters (BAQ) and later a “guest house”, was destroyed by controlled burning as it had become a major fire hazard.  In its place, a fully furnished duplex transient facility was built to house army families while in the process of moving to or from the Camp.  In 1991, the PX was relocated to the vicinity of the main gate of Camp Merrill, which enabled both the PX and the Commissary to double their size and provide increased service to their customers.  Some 500 military families from Northern Georgia, Southern North Carolina, and Southern Tennessee use these facilities. 

     In 1991, the vehicle dispatch shack was demolished and a new facility was built in its place and a new running track, one mile in length, composed of cinder footing were also built. The track is most likely the only one mile of flat terrain available in the Chattahoochee National Forest.  During Open House Ceremonies on July 30, 1994 the Camp Frank D. Merrill Museum was officially opened and dedicated to the officers and non-commissioned officers of the Mountain Ranger Training Camp from 1952 to present by the Battalion Commander.  The building itself is an exact replica of the original hutments that were used as student barracks.  The remaining hutments on camp could not be used for this project due to their dilapidated conditions.  

     In 1996, Porter Village Military Housing was opened to support the growing of housing needs of the 5th RTBn.  The housing area, built on 95 acres of land adjacent to the Dahlonega City Limits, was annexed by the city so that fire protection, utilities, and police protection could be provided to the military residents.  The housing area has a total of 40 single dwelling units and is managed by the Fort Benning Housing Office, one unit has been designated to non-RTB personnel employed at NGC&SU ROTC Divison. .  The 40 units include 3-5 bedroom homes, 7-4 bedroom homes, 11-3 bedroom homes, and 19-2 bedroom homes.  

5th Ranger Training Battalion: Highlights

     The 5th Ranger Training Battalion mission is to train small unit leaders on mountaineering skills. Further develop their combat leadership and functional skills by requiring them to perform individual and collective tasks in a tactically realistic mountainous environment, under mental and physical conditions, approaching those found in combat.

     The Mountain phase, the second of three Ranger training phases, is designed to enhance the soldiers’ ability to plan and execute small unit combat missions in mountainous terrain. This phase covers mountaineering, small unit tactics, patrol infiltration and exfiltration, raids, ambushes, and other skills required for close combat and direct fire missions.

     The Ranger Camp and the Ranger personnel and their families are an integral part of Lumpkin County. Porter village, a military housing area lies just West of the city of Dahlonega sharing many of the cultural aspects of the surrounding area. The Ranger community regularly participates in events within the community as well as sponsoring fund raising events for local charities. Some of these activities are described below.

Open House:  One of the most visible outreach activities the Rangers have with the Lumpkin County community is the annual Open House. Each year during the spring (class cycle dependent), Camp Frank D. Merrill opens the camp and facilities to the public for a day. Visitors are able to see examples of the mountain phase of Ranger training and numerous displays. A demonstration of patrol insertion utilizing helicopters is a favorite with the crowd, especially the younger visitors. Other crowd-pleasing demonstrations include rappelling, climbing, mountain rescue, hand-to-hand combat and free-fall parachute jumping (weather permitting).

Boy Scouts: Camp Frank D. Merrill is host to Pack 36 in Lumpkin County. Pack meetings are held each month in the gym at Camp Merrill. The pack Leader and several of the Den Leaders are members of the Ranger camp. Pack 36 has over 70 boys in ten Dens from Bobcats to Weeblos. Standard activities associated with the Boy Scouts are regularly conducted and include citizenship activities, camping, meetings, skill badge earning and fundraisers.

Gold Rush: Annually, during the October Gold Rush Festival in Dahlonega, Rangers provide a display of Army equipment and weapons used during training at Camp Frank D. Merrill. Weapons include M16A2 rifles, M203 grenade launchers, M60 machine guns, M14 rifles, AT4 and M72A2 LAW anti-tank weapons, M18A1 claymore, Soviet AK-47 rifles and various pyrotechnic signaling devices. Communication equipment, night vision devices, and binoculars are also displayed. Ropes, litters and knot display boards show the special equipment used during the mountain training. Equipment completing the display is the individual gear Rangers carry with them in the field and a mannequin is rigged with all of the equipment for a parachute jump. Two US Army Rangers instructors are on hand to answer questions.

Mountain Ranger Run: The Mountain Ranger Run is conducted annually during Open House. This 15-kilometer run is sponsored by the Rangers and attracts several hundred runners each year. The run starts and ends at Ranger camp and covers rolling and mountainous terrain. Funds raised from the run benefit the American Red Cross. (Contact C Company representative at extension 178/179)

Parades and Ceremonies: Rangers from Camp Frank D. Merrill regularly participates in various parades, demonstrations, and ceremonies in Lumpkin County and the surrounding communities. Hand-to-hand demonstrations; equipment and weapon displays; and the color guard for holidays such as Veterans Day Ceremonies and the Christmas Parade are just a few examples.

Training facilities: The camp also hosts and assists the training of other military units, civilian government agencies, and youth groups. Each year numerous military and civilian organizations utilize the camp and surrounding area to conduct training. Facilities include the lower mountaineering area, a 25-meter firing range, and classroom facilities. For more information about our facilities or how to reserve them contact the camps Operations section.

Search and Rescue: During the camps long history, Rangers have assisted in numerous search and rescue operations in the Chattahoochee National Forest. With extensive knowledge of the surrounding area and unique training.

INPROCESSING PROCEDURES


The first step to inprocessing is to report to the Ranger Training Brigade Headquarters BLDG 5024 to the Personnel Sergeant, his phone number is (706) 544-6014.  During weekends and non-duty hours the BDE Staff Duty has instructions for incoming personnel, the phone number at BDE Staff Duty is (706) 544-6980.  Your next step is reporting to Fort Benning 11th AG Replacement Detachment, BLDG 2819 on Dixie Road.  Their phone number is (706) 545-1662. 


Once you have completed the Soldier’s Plaza portion of your inprocessing, report back to the Ranger Training Brigade, BLDG 5024.  Upon completion of inprocessing, you will be given an additional set of orders further assigning you to 5th Ranger Training Battalion, Camp Frank D. Merrill, Dahlonega, Georgia.


Before traveling to 5th Ranger Training Battalion, soldiers should make use of the three-day travel time allotted by taking care of any personal matters and purchasing required items that are available at Benning.  These include getting sewing done on the uniforms, buying and sewing on the black and gold unit flash for the beret, buying black Corcoran Jump Boots for the class A uniform, and purchasing PT uniforms.  The PT uniform for all personnel is the black “Ranger” sweatshirt/sweat bottom and black “Ranger” T-shirt/short.  During the wintertime, the Army black skullcap and black gloves are also required.   For instructors, the black “Ranger” windbreaker is also required for mountaineering training.  All black uniform tops will have white name tapes with your rank and last name (last name only for SPC and below) sewn above the tab or centered on the chest.  The tape will be sewn on the left breast on the windbreaker.  These items can be purchased at Military Clothing on post or at Ranger Joe’s and K & W Tailors off post.  Specific information can be obtained from Brigade S-1 before departing for 5th Ranger Training Battalion.


After completing Ranger Training Brigade inprocessing the following items should be on your person when inprocessing Camp Frank D. Merrill:

1.  Two copies of orders assigning you to Fort Benning

2.  Two copies of orders assigning you to 5th Ranger Training Battalion
3.  Two copies of your NCOER/OER, if applicable
4.  Two copies of your DA Form 2-1/ERB/officers (ORB)
5.  Education Records, if applicable
6.  Medical and Dental Records
7.  Copy of DA Form 348 (Military Driver’s License) and DDC Card

Upon arriving to 5th Ranger Training Battalion report to the Battalion S-1, BLDG 29, for further assignment within the Battalion.


If you have any questions about on or off post housing please feel free to call FT. Benning Housing at (706) 545-2988.  For any other kind of information call 5th RTB PAC at (706) 864-3367 ext 210.

PERSONAL PAPERS
This is a list of documents that the service member and spouse need to have access to at all times.  All administrative paperwork accomplished in the Army requires documentation.  This list is not all-inclusive, but it does cover the majority of potential problems.

Birth certificates for all family members


Naturalization papers

Marriage certificates





Divorce decree

Court Orders for support/custody of legal dependents
Adoption papers

Death certificate for spouse or children


Deeds/ Mortgage documents

Lease agreements (for VHA certification)


Wills

Power of attorney





Proof of service

Family Social Security numbers 



Dental records




Medical records to include shot records 


Titles to automobiles



Insurance policies (DD93, SGLI, etc..) 


Extra keys to everything locked

Investment paperwork (Bonds, Stocks, Mutual funds, etc..)
List of credit cards

List of bills to be paid 

IMPORTANT 5TH RANGER TRAINING BATTALION PHONE NUMBERS

BN SDNCO-------------------------------------------------------(706) 864-3367/3327

BN S-1/PAC-----------------------------------------------------------ext 210

HOUSING (Tim Abercrombe)--------------------------------(706) 864-0486

TMC #11----------------------------------------------------------
(706) 864-3327/3367,ext 800/811










(706) 864-5006

COMMISSARY (Jerry Yarborough)-----------------------------ext 610

PX (Ester Bouder)---------------------------------------------------ext 600

TRANSPORTATION (Fort McPherson)--------------------(404) 464-1012/1013/1014

Dahlonega Family Practice------------------------------------(706) 864-4012

Chestatee Regional Hospital, Dahlonega, GA------------(706) 864-6136

Health Benefits Advisor, Martin Army Community Hospital


Fort Benning, GA------------------------------------- (706) 544-1347 or  (706) 544-3461

TRI-CARE Information------------------------------------------1-877-249-9179
MEDICAL SERVICES AT CAMP FRANK  D. MERRILL AND SURROUNDING AREA

FAMILY MEMBER HEALTH CARE:  All family members have the option of choosing between TRICARE Prime, TRICARE Standard, and TRICARE Extra. TMC #11 has an information packet that personnel can utilize in making their TRICARE decision.  TRICARE Region 3 supports CFM and can be contacted at 1-877-249-9179. TRICARE personnel can confirm enrollment, provide lists of Primary Care Managers (PCM’s), send documentation to family members, etc.  Family members are not eligible for care at TMC #11. All health care and referrals are handled by the individual PCM’s.

ACTIVE DUTY HEALTH CARE:  It is mandatory for all active duty personnel assigned to Camp Frank D. Merrill to sign up for TRICARE Prime Remote and to pick a civilian Primary Care Manager (PCM) to provide their health care.

Active duty personnel may use TMC#11 for minor sick call concerns or emergent health needs only, their PCM will provide all other health care and referrals.  All medical care and referrals to specialty services (i.e. Orthopaedics, ENT, Physical Therapy, etc.) must go through the PCM first.

DENTAL CARE:

Active Duty Dental Care:


1.  Active duty personnel will receive their dental care through monthly dental visits by Ft. McPherson DENTAC and/or TRICARE Prime Remote locally.


2.  Personnel utilizing TRICARE Prime Remote Dental Care:



a.  Need a MMSO form signed by their Company Commander.



b.  Personnel then make their own appointment to receive care.


3.  Personnel needing dental work costing more than $500.00, need to see their chain of command or the TMC staff for the format and procedure in requesting authorization of care.

Family Member Dental Care:  Family members receive their dental care from United Concordia, they can be reached at (800) 866-8499 for a list of providers and benefits.

OPTOMETRY:

1. Personnel on Tricare Prime Remote are authorized 1 annual visit for a routine eye exam.  This does not require prior authorization or consultation from your PCM.

PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED AT MARTIN ARMY HOSPITAL:


1.  Personnel (active duty and family members) who are taking long term medications may bring the prescription into TMC #11 for transport to MACH pharmacy to be filled.


2.  The drug box will be taken to Fort Benning by the courier on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. The courier leaves Camp Merrill at 0400 so the prescriptions need to be turned into the TMC the day prior and may be picked after 1500 hours.

MEDICAL EVACUATION:

Active Duty/Ranger Students:  Whenever possible the PA will recommend the type of evacuation air/ground and the hospital in which to evacuate the patient.  If the PA is unavailable the senior medical personnel on Camp will make the recommendation.

Family Members:  Will be transported by civilian EMS.  Will be transported by military ambulance during life, limb or eyesight emergency with command approval.

LOCAL AREA DENTISTS

Cleveland area:



Edward Hall---------------------------------------------(706)865-2248

Dahlonega area:



Jos Bork--------------------------------------------------(706)864-4076



J M Clagett-----------------------------------------------(706)864-6107

Gainesville area:



Robert Ashley--------------------------------------------(770)532-1111



Thomas Lewis--------------------------------------------(770)536-1957



Jennifer Rayburn-----------------------------------------(770)536-2801



For information on coverage of dental services, contact the Dental Benefits Advisor-Isaiah Edwards at (904) 988-7244

Medical Facilities in the Dahlonega area


Chestatee Regional Hospital is a 52 bed general acute care hospital.  Opened in 1976 as a county hospital, the mountain top facility is one of seven facilities owned by Nashville based NetCare, four of which are in Georgia.  The hospital is served by physicians that provide a full range of diagnostic and therapeutic services including a 24-hour Emergency Room, Intensive Care, The Special Beginnings Birthplace, inpatient and outpatient surgical services, general medical, surgical and pediatric services, and pharmacy.  Additionally, cardiopulmonary, lab, radiology, nutrition, pain management, rehabilitation, community outreach programs and corporate care round out the resources available to the community.

A physician referral is available to new residents by calling 864-6136 ext. 111.

Other medical care in the area:

Dahlonega Family Practice- (706) 864-4012. Open M-F 0830-1700, SAT 0900-1200.

Dr. Alma Parker- (706) 867-6505. Open M-F 0830-1700.

TRICARE ENROLLMENT PORTABILITY

A feature of TRICARE Prime that allows active duty families the opportunity to transfer their healthcare coverage from one TRICARE contractor region to another.

WHEN LEAVING YOUR CURRENT LOCATION:

· If your family members are in TRICARE Prime, remain enrolled at your current location while you are en route to Camp Frank D. Merrill.  If you disenroll before you move, it will cause a gap in your TRICARE Prime coverage and you will be responsible for the bills. You can call TRICARE Region 3 at 1-877-249-9179 and have a transfer form sent to you prior to PCS’ing or pick one up at TMC 11 upon arrival to Camp Merrill.

· If you have an existing medical condition that may need immediate attention in your new region, such as pregnancy or a chronic illness, please contact the Region 3 TRICARE contractor in advance to expedite PCM selection and records transfer, 1-877-249-9179.

· Make sure you have an adequate supply of your prescriptions.  Filling prescriptions in advance of your move will help you avoid the need to purchase the prescription and then file a claim for reimbursement while all systems are being updated with your enrollment change.

· Follow the existing guidelines regarding non-emergency care authorizations.  (Call your Primary Care Manager (PCM) at previous station for authorizations should you need care during your move).

· When obtaining care always present identification with your current Prime contractor’s information to the provider.  If you already have a TRICARE Prime identification card, present this.  If your enrollment is in process, present a copy of your enrollment application.  Supplying the provider with this information at the time of service will minimize the likelihood of claim payment delays and confusion.

Upon Arrival at Your New Location

· It is mandatory for all active duty soldiers to apply for TRICARE Prime Remote. While in-processing all active duty personnel will report to TMC 11 to receive their TRICARE Prime Remote application and briefing. Civilian health care providers provide health care for active duty personnel.

· Transfer your family members enrollment as soon as you arrive at Camp Frank D. Merrill (Don’t wait until you need care to turn in your application).

· While in processing at Camp Frank D. Merrill, complete an enrollment/transfer application and choose a new Primary Care Manager (PCM).  When completing the enrollment or transfer form make sure you note on the application that you are using the “transfer” option (if you were enrolled in Prime elsewhere).

· Your enrollment transfer will be coordinated by the new contractor with the former contractor and is effective the day the new contractor receives your completed enrollment application.  However, it may take up to 2 - 3 weeks for your PCM selection to be validated, your new Prime identification card to be issued, and your records to be updated in all systems. (Keep a copy of the enrollment form you have completed in case you need care – this form serves as your temporary identification as a Prime member).

· If you have submitted your new application, but have not yet received your TRICARE identification card confirming your PCM selection, we suggest that you verify receipt of your application and determine your PCM assignment before obtaining non-emergency health care.  This will help reduce the risk of incurring higher Point-of-Service costs for seeking care outside the established TRICARE Prime network, you may do this by calling the Beneficiary Service Representative line, 1-877-249-9179.

TRICARE Contractor Contacts
Humana Military Healthcare Services, Inc.

(Region 3 & 4) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-877-249-9179
Serving the states of: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee

(Except the Blanchfield Army Hospital catchment area) and the metropolitan area of New

Orleans, including Baton Rouge in Louisiana.

Foundation Health Federal Services, Inc.

(Region 6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800-406-2832

Serving the states of: Arkansas (except the Naval Hospital Millington, TN catchment area), Oklahoma, Louisiana (except the eastern third and New Orleans) and Texas (except the southwest corner).

Foundation Health Federal Services, Inc.

(Regions 9, 10, 12) . . . . . . . . . . . 800-242-6788
Serving the states of: California, Yuma, AZ; Alaska and Hawaii.

Foundation Health Federal Services, Inc.

(Region 11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800-404-2042
Serving the states of: Washington, Oregon and northern Idaho.

TriWest Healthcare Alliance, Inc.

(Region 7 & 8) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800-554-2224
Serving the states of: Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Texas (El Paso area), Idaho, Utah, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, Iowa and Missouri.

Sierra Military Health Services

(Region 1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-999-5195

Serving the states of: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and northern Virginia.

Anthem Alliance for Health, Inc.

(Region 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-931-9501
(Region 5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-941-4501
Region 2: Serving the states of North Carolina and southern Virginia.

Region 5: Serving the states of Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan Ohio and West Virginia.

TRICARE Europe . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-777-8343
Serving Europe including the countries of: Belgium, Germany, Greece, Italy, Iceland, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Turkey and the United Kingdom.

TRICARE Pacific and TRICARE Latin America. . . . . . . . . . . . .  888-777-8343

LEGAL ASSISTANCE AT CAMP FRANK  D. MERRILL


Legal assistance is provided bi-annually at Camp Frank D. Merrill by personnel from Fort Benning.  Any immediate legal assistance required can be obtained at Fort Benning.  The actions covered are wills, power of attorney, property claims, etc.

Legal Assistance can be reached at (706)545-4611. 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES IN THE DAHLONEGA AREA

The Dahlonega area offers a multitude of religious affiliations to accommodate the needs of the community.  The following are some of the denominations presently in the Dahlonega area:

Baptist

Catholic

Episcopal

Jewish

Lutheran

Methodist

Presbyterian

Protestant

To obtain more information on place and time of church services, a weekly list is published in the Dahlonega Nugget every Wednesday.

SCHOOLS IN THE DAHLONEGA AREA
Lumpkin County School District information---------------------------(706)864-2203

Lumpkin County Elementary-----------------------------------------------(706)864-3254

153 School Drive

Dahlonega, Ga 30533

Lumpkin County Middle School-------------------------------------------(706)864-6180

152 School Drive

Dahlonega, Ga 30533

Lumpkin County High School----------------------------------------------(706)864-6186

44 School Drive

Dahlonega, Ga 30533

Long Branch Elementary----------------------------------------------------(706)864-5361

4158 Highway 52 E

Dahlonega, Ga 30533

BACK TO SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE/ ORIENTATION

Open house date and times for all Lumpkin County Schools will be posted in the Dahlonega  Nugget Newspaper.

CHILD CARE  PROVIDERS


This list of child care providers is compiled from the Dahlonega phone book, and there is not an order of merit involved with this list.  Personnel using this list need to be advised that there are more providers in the area,  and that careful consideration needs to taken prior to selecting a child care provider.

Baby’s Unlimited------------------------------------------------------------864-4383

Dahlonega Daycare--------------------------------------------------------864-5437

Hobbie Horse Baby Care-------------------------------------------------864-6335

Long Branch Daycare-----------------------------------------------------864-8431

Love In Action Daycare---------------------------------------------------864-3782

Noah’s Ark Christian Daycare-------------------------------------------216-7172

Steppin Stones Child Care-----------------------------------------------216-5437
FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO THE FAMILY MEMBERS ON CAMP MERRILL

PX & CLASS VI STORE 

This facility is managed by Sheila Miller at ext188.  If their is a specific item that the PX or CLASS IV doesn’t stock, ask the staff and they can order it on and in most cases have it within a week. (Bldg 11)


HOURS OF OPERATION: Monday-Friday--0930-1600






Saturday----------1000-1500

COMMISSARY

This facility is managed by Susan Edmonds at ext109.  If their is a specific item that the Commissary doesn’t stock, ask the staff and they can order it on Fridays and in most cases have it on the following Tuesday. (Bldg 25)


HOURS OF OPERATION: TUESDAY-SATURDAY----1000-1700

MESS HALL 

This facility is managed by Jimmy Padgett at ext107.  The facility is open to soldiers and their family members. The cost for breakfast is $1.60 and lunch or dinner is $3.20. (Bldg 40)


HOURS OF OPERATION: Monday thru Sunday, Breakfast--0630-0830, Lunch--1200-1300, and Dinner--1600-1700.

NCO CLUB  

The NCO club is open to soldiers and the family members.  The club services beer,  sodas and snacks. (Ext 149)

HOURS OF OPERATION: Monday thru Sunday 1100-1300, 1630-2400 and on Fridays and Saturdays 1630-0200. (Bldg 47)

POST OFFICE


The Post Office is available to all Camp Frank D. Merrill personnel. It offers a mail drop box, and Post Office Boxes for individual use. The boxes may be convenient for incoming personnel to have mail forwarded too, while trying to get established on camp or off camp. Stamps are available at the PX. Mail is picked up at the Dahlonega Post Office and sorted Monday thru Friday. (Bldg 61)

SWIMMING POOL


Camp Frank D. Merrill has it’s own 15 meter pool.  The camp also provides a Life Guard during normal operating hours.  The normal operating hours are: Monday thru Friday—1200-1900 and weekends and holidays from 1000-1900. (Next to Bldg 44) 

GYMNASIUM


The Gym on the camp is open at all hours.  During the duty day the Gym is open, and after duty hours the keys must be obtained from the Staff Duty Non-Commissioned Officer at the Headquarters building.  Identification card is required for usage of the facilities. (Bldg 42)

RACQUET BALL COURT


The Racquetball court is inside of the Gym.  The same conditions apply for usage.  The court is first come first serve.

WEIGHT ROOM 

The camp weight room has free weights and universal equipment.  The weight room is open to soldiers and their dependents. (Bldg 44)

HOURS OF OPERATION: Monday thru Sunday 0600-2100.

1 MILE TRACK (on Airfield)

AUTO CRAFT SHOP 

The auto craft shop is available to the soldiers assigned to Camp Frank D. Merrill.  Keys are available at the SDNCO desk.  The shop will be inventoried before and after usage. (Bldg 46)

NORTH GEORGIA COLLEGE AND STATE UNIVERSITY:

35 Meter swimming pool, weight room, 400 meter track

FREQUENTLY USED PHONE NUMBERS IN THE DAHLONEGA AREA AND SURROUNDING INSTALLATIONS 

DAHLONEGA AREA


Amicalola Electric Membership Corp--------------------------1-800-992-6471


Georgia Power Company-----------------------------------------864-3614


Georgia Natural Gas Company---------------------------------1-800-282-7411


North Georgia Propane-------------------------------------------864-2737


Standard Telephone Company----------------------------------811 or 1-800-251-6412


Teleview Center-----------------------------------------------------864-6767


Dahlonega Nugget Newspaper----------------------------------864-3613

ATLANTA NAVAL AIR STATION

PX-----------------------------------------------------------------------------770-428-1274

DOBBINS AIR RESERVE BASE

Class VI Store--------------------------------------------------------------770-428-1122

PX----------------------------------------------------------------------------770-428-3054

FORT MCPHERSON

Class VI Store--------------------------------------------------------------404-753-4537

Commissary-----------------------------------------------------------------404-464-3663

Identification Card Section Fort McPherson------------------------404-464-2240/4854

Photo Branch---------------------------------------------------------------404-752-3760

PX---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 404-753-6258

FORT GILLEM

Class VI Store-------------------------------------------------------------- 404-363-9047

Commissary------------------------------------------------------------------404-363-5148

PX------------------------------------------------------------------------------404-363-5483

FORT BENNING


Fort Benning Information------------------------------------------545-2011


Soldiers Plaza information----------------------------------------545-7510


Army Community Services----------------------------------------545-6969


Army Emergency Relief--------------------------------------------545-2536


Army Family Team Building---------------------------------------545-5377


Civilian Pay------------------------------------------------------------545-1550


Dental Services:



Bernheim Dental Clinic-------------------------------------545-2901



Love Dental Clinic-------------------------------------------545-2052


Destin Beach Recreation Center------------------------ 1-800-642-0466


Exceptional Family Member Program----------------------------545-6969


Household Goods Appointments----------------------------------545-3156


Household Goods Inbound-----------------------------------------545-2254


Household Goods Outbound---------------------------------------545-2256 


Identification Card Section



Fort Benning---------------------------------------------------545-4068



Fort McPherson-----------------------------------------------(404)464-2240/4854


Military Pay (In/Out Processing)-----------------------------------545-4919


                   (Separation)---------------------------------------------545-5414


                   (Travel)---------------------------------------------------545-5060/6286


Tdy Travel(Orlando Florida)----------------DSN 791-4162----(407)646-4162


Martin Army Hospital Information---------------------------------544-2041/20


Records



Enlisted Records---------------------------------------------545-5462



Officer Records-----------------------------------------------545-3818


Red Cross



During Duty Hours-------------------------------------------545-5194



After Duty Hours---------------------------------------------544-2041


Tri-Care----------------------------------------------------------------1-800-444-5445

MILITARY SITES ACCESSABLE FROM CAMP FRANK D. MERRILL

ATHENS NAVAL SUPPLY CORPS SCHOOL—706-354-1500.  Located near University of Georgia at Athens.  Has temporary lodging available along with RV, and camping facilities.  This post also has a commissary, exchange, and PX.

ATLANTA NAVAL AIR STATION—770-919-6392.  Conveniently located on Dobbins Air Base.  This small installation offers camping, exchange services and also a SATO office.

DESTIN ARMY INFANTRY CENTER RECREATION AREA, FLA—706-545201.  This site is operated by the MWR office at Ft. Benning.  This vacation spot has all water sports available to include deep sea fishing, SCUBA diving and sailing.  Located between Fort Walton beach and Panama City Florida.

DOBBINS AIR RESERVE BASE –770-919-5000.  This Air Base is located in Marietta, Ga., just off  the I-285 and I-75 interchange.  This base is equipped with a PX, temporary lodging and camping facilities and a SATO office.

FORT GILLEM—404-362-7311.  Located South of Atlanta near the airport.  This post has a commissary, exchange and a Class VI store.  It also has temporary lodging and camping available.

FORT McPHERSON—404-464-3113.  Located North of the airport in the South part of Atlanta.  This post has a commissary, exchange , and a Class VI store.  It also has temporary lodging and camping available.

LAKE ALLATOONA ARMY RECREATION CENTER—404-464-3113.  Conveniently located Northwest of Atlanta along I-75 near Cartersville.  This recreation area offers boating, fishing, camping along with temporary lodging. 

ANNUAL EVENTS IN THE NORTH GEORGIA AREA
FEBRUARY 

  

February 1, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710.   

  

MARCH 

  

March 1, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

APRIL 

  

April 5, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

April 26-27, 2003 

Bear on the Square Mountain Music & Folk-Art Festival 

Enjoy traditional Appalachian and bluegrass music, jam sessions, crafts and children’s activities. 

  

MAY 

  

May 3, 2003 

Dahlonega Art Alliance Art on the Square Day 

The Dahlonega Art Alliance sponsors a gathering of artists of all levels and backgrounds to spend the day sketching, drawing, photographing and painting, using the historic public square as a backdrop. 

  

May 3, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

May 10-11, 2003 

Dahlonega Art Alliance Studio Tour 

Tour local galleries and see area artists at work. Great art awaits you! 

  

May 17-18, 2003 

Wildflower Festival of the Arts 

Enjoy viewing and shopping for quality art in a scenic mountain village. The festival includes fine, juried arts, wildflower exhibits, programs and workshops by master gardeners and children’s art activities. 

  

JUNE 

  

June 7, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

June 7-8, 2003 

Georgia Wine Country Festival at Three Sisters Vineyards 

A 2-day event featuring gourmet foods, live music, Georgia wine tasting and tours, folk art, wine seminars, farm exhibits, hot air balloons, a kid’s area, wagon rides and fun! 

  

June 26-29, 2003 

Dahlonega International Film Festival (DIFF) 

The DIFF shows the work creative people want to make. The work is diverse, smart, funny and entertaining! See creative films that execute good concepts and play well. Now in its third year with movies, music, panning for gold and walking around the public square while toting Moon Pie Goodie Bags. 

  

June 28-29, 2003 

Mountain Top Rodeo at R-Ranch in the Mountains 

Professional rodeo riders compete for prizes in traditional cowboy and cowgirl activities. Takes place at R-Ranch in the Mountains. 

  

JULY 

  

July 4, 2003 

Family Day/Independence Day Celebration 

Join in the biggest and most popular July 4th extravaganza in northeast Georgia. Includes arts and crafts, bluegrass and gospel music, colonial demonstrations, homemade ice cream, games, free watermelon and fireworks. 

  

July 5, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

AUGUST 

  

August 2, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

SEPTEMBER 

  

September 6, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

September 20-21, 2003 

Autumnfest on the Square 

Enjoy a merchants’ tag sale, blue ribbon pie contest, cakewalk, Appalachian music, jamming on the square, hayrides and much more. 

  

September 28, 2003 

6-Gap Century & 3-Gap Fifty Bike Ride 

One of the most challenging 100-mile bicycle rides in the southeast. The less hardy can ride the fifty-mile, three-gap alternative to the century. Begins and ends at North Georgia College & State University. 

  

OCTOBER 

  

October 4, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

October 18-19, 2003 

Gold Rush Days Festival 

The largest arts and crafts festival in the northeast Georgia Mountains with over 300 arts and crafts booths. Activities include traditional mountain festivities such as hog calling, liar’s contest, crosscut sawing, clogging, buck dancing, along with bluegrass and gospel music. 

  

October 18-19, 2003 

Auraria Gold Festival 

Celebrating mountain cooking, mountain style entertainment, gold panning and crafts. 

  

October 23, 2003 

Dahlonega Art Alliance Fall Show & Sale 

Members of the Dahlonega Art Alliance display and sell original paintings, photographs, sculpture, jewelry and other fine arts. 

  

NOVEMBER 

  

November 1, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

DECEMBER 

December 1st, 2nd, & 3rd weekends

Old Fashioned Christmas

Christmas parade, Gold museum open house, tree lighting, Christmas tours, Festival of trees & Wreaths, Christmas on the square and more.

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

AUGUST 

  

August 2, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

SEPTEMBER 

  

September 6, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

September 20-21, 2003 

Autumnfest on the Square 

Enjoy a merchants’ tag sale, blue ribbon pie contest, cakewalk, Appalachian music, jamming on the square, hayrides and much more. 

  

September 28, 2003 

6-Gap Century & 3-Gap Fifty Bike Ride 

One of the most challenging 100-mile bicycle rides in the southeast. The less hardy can ride the fifty-mile, three-gap alternative to the century. Begins and ends at North Georgia College & State University. 

  

OCTOBER 

  

October 4, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

October 18-19, 2003 

Gold Rush Days Festival 

The largest arts and crafts festival in the northeast Georgia Mountains with over 300 arts and crafts booths. Activities include traditional mountain festivities such as hog calling, liar’s contest, crosscut sawing, clogging, buck dancing, along with bluegrass and gospel music. 

  

October 18-19, 2003 

Auraria Gold Festival 

Celebrating mountain cooking, mountain style entertainment, gold panning and crafts. 

  

October 23, 2003 

Dahlonega Art Alliance Fall Show & Sale 

Members of the Dahlonega Art Alliance display and sell original paintings, photographs, sculpture, jewelry and other fine arts. 

  

NOVEMBER 

  

November 1, 2003 

6:45 – 9:00 p.m. 

Dahlonega Mountain Music & Medicine Show 
Experience an old-fashioned live radio show highlighting Bluegrass, Gospel and Old-Time music, with homespun humor and sketches of mountain life from 1828-1950. Delightful family entertainment! For more information visit www.folkwayscenter.org or call 706-867-6710. 

  

DECEMBER 

December 1st, 2nd, & 3rd weekends

Old Fashioned Christmas

Christmas parade, Gold museum open house, tree lighting, Christmas tours, Festival of trees & Wreaths, Christmas on the square and more.
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