FI GHTI NG SQUADRON THI RTY- TWO HI STORY

The VF-32 Swordsnen originated on 1 February 1945 as VBF- 3,
when VF-3 was split to formtwo sister squadrons. VBF-3
was assigned to Carrier Air G oup THREE onboard USS
YORKTOMWN (CV 10) operating in the Pacific theater. Flying
F6F-5 "HELLCATS"', VBF-3 pilots becane the first Navy
carrier-based pilots to strike the honel and of the Japanese
Enpire on 16 February. During the heavy action on that
day, the squadron totaled 24 airborne kills of Japanese
aircraft for which the Swordsnen were awarded the
Presidential Unit GCtation. |In 1946 VBF-3 transitioned to
F8F- 1 "BEARCATS' and was redesignated VF-4A. Finally, in
August 1948 t he squadron was redesi gnated VF-32, the
designation that it still bears today.

At the outbreak of the Korean conflict, pilots of VF-32
were flying F4U-4 "CORSAIRS' aboard USS LEYTE (CVv 32).
From Cctober 1950 to January 1951, VF-32 participated in
strikes against Korean targets including Wnsan Harbor,

Puckchong, Chonjin, and Chosin Reservoir. Not ewor t hy
during this period was an incident that occurred during a
strike against the Chosin Reservoir on 4 Decenber. ENS

Jesse L. Brown, the first black Navy fighter pilot, was hit
by anti-aircraft fire and forced down in North Korean
territory. A squadron mate, LTJG Hudner, |anded his
aircraft alongside ENS Brown and attenpted to rescue him
Hs efforts were in vain. For his heroic effort, LTJG
Hudner was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor and ENS
Brown was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. After
operations in Korea, the squadron returned to the East
Coast where they becane the first operational unit to fly
the G umman F9F-6 "COUGAR', the Navy's first swept wing jet
fighter. VF-32 made subsequent deploynents aboard USS
TARAWA (CV 40) in 1953 and the USS TI CONDEROGA (CV 14) in
1955.

In 1956 VF-32 becane the first Navy squadron to
transition to the new F8U- 1 “CRUSADER’ supersonic fighter.
Wil e depl oyed aboard USS SARATOGA (CVA 60) as a unit of
Carrier Alr Goup THREE, VF-32 participated in the Lebanese
conflict of 1958. During the Cuban mssile crisis in late

1962, VF- 32 flew 96 sorties in support of
phot or econnai ssance flights and intelligence gathering
m ssi ons. After returning from cruise in 1965, the

squadron changed honeport from Naval Air Station Cecil
Field, Florida to Naval Air Station Cceana, Virginia, and
transitioned to the F-4B "PHANTOM Il ". VF-32 detached from



Carrier Ar Goup THREE, ending a relationship that had
| asted continuously since the squadron's establishnent.

VF-32 enbarked in USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA 42) in
June 1966 as a conponent of Carrier Ar Goup ONE and
sailed for Southeast Asia. The squadron flew 940 conbat
sorties during three line periods in five nonths, building
a highly successful conbat record, losing no aircraft or
aircrew. In May 1968, VF-32 deployed in USS JOHN F.
KENNEDY (Cv 67) for her nmaiden voyage. In 1971, the
squadron received the Meritorious Unit Comrendation for
actions in support of SIXTH FLEET operations during the
M ddl e East Crisis.

In 1974 VF-32 introduced the F-14A "TOMCAT" to the East
Coast and nmade the first Atlantic Fleet F-14 deploynent in
June 1975. On that cruise, VF-32 was awarded the Admral
Joseph difton Award as the Navy's top fighter squadron.
In Cctober 1977, VF-32 becane the first fleet squadron to
fly against the Ar Force F-15, setting the stage for
regularly scheduled dissimlar air conbat training between
the Air Force and Navy.

The Gypsies of VF-32 again enbarked for the Mediterranean
in USS JOHN F. KENNEDY in June 1978. During this
depl oynent VF-32 conducted the first fleet test and
evaluation of the new and highly successful Television
Canmera System The Swordsnmen also deployed with Al MO9L
mssiles for the first fleet captive-carry evaluation. A
m d- crui se m ssile exerci se, " BUZZARDEX" , was an
unqual i fied success with firings of Al M54A PHOEN X and
AlM 7F SPARROVN m ssiles at five Mach 2.5 targets.

In October 1979, VF-32 conpleted an unprecedented 10

years of accident-free flying. In those 10 years the
squadron flew over 33,000 hours with 17,000 of those in the
F-14A "TOMCAT". In 1980 the Swordsnen were again presented

wth the Admral difton Award. The Swordsnmen enjoyed an
accident-free Mediterranean cruise aboard JOHN F. KENNEDY
in 1980 and 1981.

In 1982 the squadron conpleted another accident-free
Medi t erranean depl oynment aboard USS | NDEPENDENCE (CV 62)
and was awarded the 1982 COWNAVAI RLANT Battle "E' and CNO

Safety "S". In 1983, VF-32 incorporated the Tactical Ar
Reconnai ssance Pod System (TARPS) into the squadron
aircraft. In 1983-84, the Swordsnen conpleted the Navy's

first conmbat deploynent since the Vietnam era with CVW6
aboard USS | NDEPENDENCE. Fi ghter Squadron 32 flew conbat
air patrol mssions and provided TARPS imagery for the 4
Decenber 1983 CVW6/CVYW3 air strikes on Syrian positions
in Lebanon and flew mssions in support of Anerican forces



in Genada. The depl oynent concluded with participation in
NATO exercise "TEAMAORK 84" in the Norwegi an Sea. After a
qui ck turnaround, the Swordsnmen made a third depl oynent
aboard USS | NDEPENDENCE from Cctober 1984 through February
1985 to the Mediterranean and I ndi an Ccean.

The Swordsnmen rejoined CVW3 in February 1985, and
enbarked aboard JOHN F. KENNEDY in August of 1986 for
anot her Mediterranean depl oynent. This cruise saw the
Swordsmen Class "A" safety record extended yet another
year, but also included the first night F-14 barricade.

VF-32 participated in a variety of NATO and conbined
exercises, and extended their maor mshap-free safety
record to 9 years during a 1988-89 Mediterranean
depl oynent, agai n aboard KENNEDY.

On January 4, 1989, a section of "GYPSY'" Tontats, while
conducting routine operations north of Libya, were vectored
on two approaching Libyan Fighters. After attenpts at a
peaceful intercept, and with hostile intent evident, the
section of Swordsnen net the threat and fired AIM7 and
AIM9 mssiles, dowing two Libyan M G 23 Floggers. The
conbat proven Swordsmen returned to COceana in February of
1989.

I n August of 1990, the Swordsnen joined Carrier Air Wng
THREE and USS JOHN F. KENNEDY on her rapid deploynent to
the Red Sea in support of Operation DESERT SHI ELD. Conbat
operations over Iragq from 16 January to 28 February 1991
mar ked the sixth decade of Swordsnmen participation in armed
conflict.

Thr oughout Operation DESERT STORM VF-32 aircrew | ogged
1,445 conbat flight hours on 403 mssions, including 38
conbat TARPS m ssi ons. The Gypsies returned from the Red
Sea 28 March 1991 to a hearty “Wl cone Hone”. Later that
year, the Swordsnen won the 1991 AIRLANT Grand Slam m ssile
firing conpetition wth an unprecedented 17 of 17 scored
kills.

Fighting 32 and the KENNEDY agai n depl oyed in Cctober
1992. The Gypsies conducted a great deal of air-to-ground
operations while on cruise, marking the beginning of the
TOMCAT STRI KE/ FI GHTER m ssion. The Swordsnen returned hone
to NAS Cceana in April 1993 and throughout the summer
conducted joint ACM exercises with the Air Force. The year
was highlighted with presentations of the Gol den Wench,
Battle "E', and Cifton Awards to VF-32.

In May 1994, VF-32 and CVYW3 enbarked aboard USS DW GHT
D. ElI SENHOAER (CVN 69). This four-week deploynent marked
the first extensive at-sea period where wonen worked
al ongside nen on a fleet aircraft carrier. I n Septenber a



smal | detachnent provided crucial TARPS photography and air
support for Operation RESTORE DEMOCRACY in Haiti.

In Novenber 1994, VF-32 deployed onboard USS ElI SENHONER
for another tour in the Mediterranean and the | ndian Ccean.
The Gypsies flew mssions over Iraq in support of Operation
SOQUTHERN WATCH and over Bosnia/ Herzegovina in support of
Qperati on DENY FLI GHT. 1995 nmarked fifty years of service
fromthe nmen and wonen of VF-32.

In Novenber 1996, VF-32 and CVW3 depl oyed onboard the
USS THECDORE ROOSEVELT (CVN 71) for another tour in support
of Operation DENY FLIGHT and Operation SOUTHERN WATCH over
Bosnia and Iraq. The cruise proved to be yet another
mlestone as the Gypsies brought digital imagery to the
TARPS m ssi on. The squadron received the Meritorious Unit
Commendation for its cutting edge work with Digital TARPS.

In August 1997, t he Swor dsnen of VF- 32 began
transitioning from the F-14A to F-14B. In February 1998,
the Swordsnen once again found thenselves inproving upon
their stable of aircraft by transitioning to F-14B Upgrade.

In Novenber 1998, VF-32 and CVW 3 depl oyed onboard USS
ENTERPRI SE (CVN 65) to the Arabian Gulf and Mediterranean
Sea to support Operations SOUTHERN WATCH and DELI BERATE
FORGE. From 16-19 Decenber 1998, Carrier Air Wng THREE
participated in conbat operation against lraqi targets in
Oper ati on DESERT FOX The Gypsies expended over 111,000
pounds of precision guided nunitions while participating in
16 strike mssions and 38 sorties. Many Tontat firsts were
achieved including, the first GBU-24's to be dropped by the
Navy in conbat, the first nultiple (“consecutive mracles”)
GBU- 24 drop by any platformin conbat, the first conbat use
of the LANTIRN targeting pod, the first autononous F-14
delivery of a GBU 10/16/24, and the first use of N ght
Vision Devices (NVD) in conbat. The conbat proven
Swordsnmen conpleted this historic deploynment and returned
to NAS Cceana in May 1999.

The Swordsnmen deployed again in Novenber 2000, for the
mai den voyage of USS HARRY S. TRUVAN. This tinme they spent
four nonths in support of Operation SOUTHERN WATCH as the
only deployed Tontat squadron in the world. Swor dsnen
Mai nt enance al so won the coveted CYW3 ol den Wench award
in two back to back line periods as well as for the entire
cruise by having a sortie conpletion rate of over 99.7%
VF-32 returned hone to Oceana on 23 May 2001.

I n Decenber of 2002, the Swordsnen depl oyed once again on
board USS HARRY S.TRUMAN to the Mediterranean Sea in
support of Operations NOBLE EAGLE, NORTHERN WATCH, and
| RAQ FREEDOM Enploying the digital inmage capabilities of



TARPS, VF-32 flew numerous reconnai ssance m ssions over the
former Republic of Yugoslavia during Operation NOBLE EAGLE.
Participating in liberation efforts, the Swordsnen rel eased
over 402,000 pounds of ordnance on targets in Northern Iraq
during Operation |IRAQ FREEDOM Once again, VF-32 set a
Tontat benchmark being the first fighter squadron to
release multiple JDAM Having contributed significantly to
the liberation of Iraq, the battle hardened Swordsnen
returned to Oceana in May of 2003.

January 2003 nmarked another historic first for the
Tontat comunity. VF-32 becane the first operational
squadron to attenpt the launch of six AIM54 Phoenix
mssiles from one aircraft. A launch such as this had not
been attenpted since 1972. The Swordsnmen succeeded,
l aunching 5 of the 6 active radar m ssiles.

Since their inception, the Swordsnen have carried the
fight to the eneny in seven consecutive decades. |In every
i nstance, they have responded with pride, professionalism
and deadly accuracy. The Swordsnen have a proud tradition
of service with honor, an unrivaled spirit and unmatched
dedi cati on. The Swordsnmen wll continue to neet all
chal | enges head- on. Commtted to excellence, we are proud
to go where duty calls.



