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T

he Global Youth Institute (GYI) was created as a partnership between The Friendship Force of Greater Des Moines and the Des Moines Public Schools in 1990.  This year’s Institute was held in Nashik, India.  The following are excerpts from Alex Feldstein’s Farewell Ceremony speech.  Thanks to Alex and to Tom Forsgren for allowing us to 
reprint this article. 
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Speech for Farewell Ceremony, Nashik, India

Alex Feldstein

I did not come to tour around and stay in hotels and on buses with tour guides.  That was extra.  I came for the interaction with the people.  That is why GYI was born.  There is a reason Friendship Force is called by that name.  The power of friendship is eclipsed only by the power of love, which itself comes with friendship.  This we must remember long after we have gone back to our respective countries and lives.  The power of us as one group of friends is more powerful than any army in the world.  An army can conquer people, but it cannot change their minds and views like friendship can.

“I was reading Gandhi’s The Story of My Experiments with Truth yesterday, and I realized that his message relates very well to this program.  Gandhi used his circle of friends to change the world.  More importantly, his circle of friends included members from all sorts of nationalities, religions, and castes….  He only saw people.  

He did not have enemies.  He only saw friends, acquaintances, and potential friends.  I think that we can all take something away from this.  Gandhi’s message of friendship is one that is important still today in our globalized and shrinking world.  In a time filled with empty promises, hate, lies, deceit, and intolerance, we must try to understand one another and become friends with people from all over the world.  We must take our differences and lay them aside.  We must allow ourselves to see each other at the fundamental level.  .  In this world we have the capacity to be great, and the capacity to destroy great things.  I advocate for the first option.  I do not mean that I want to be a powerful person.  I merely mean that I want to be someone who can say “I have friends from all over the world.  I have experienced a culture world’s away from my own.  I have survived it and have come away stronger for it.”

Here in India I have met many people who have opened my eyes to realities that I did not think possible….  My generation is one that will be facing tough issues; a changing climate, growing population, food shortages, conflicting countries and religions, growing poverty, and, unfortunately, so many others.  But I sincerely believe that if we, the people of our countries, all the people of the world, come together, these issues will no longer be hard and difficult to discuss.  The solutions may be difficult, but the discussion will be one of friendship, love, and mutual understanding.  This is the lesson that we must learn from Gandhi, from our teachers, our parents, our friends, our hosts, and from Friendship Force and GYI.  If we, the people of the world, come together as friends, as we have in GYI, nothing on Earth can stop us from changing it.  The power of friendship is too great for any one person; that is why it requires two.





Chef’s Kitchen

1903 Beaver

Des Moines

255-4411

The September 14th board meeting will be held at the Chef’s Kitchen from 5:00 to 6:30.  Dinner will follow the board meeting.  Please join your board for a great dining experience.  You can view their menu at www.chefskitchentogo.com.
NE corner of Beaver & Franklin


ANNUAL MEETING SET FOR OCTOBER 26;

MAKE SUGGESTION FOR BOARD NOMINATIONS NOW

One of the annual events that attracts the most members and always provides a fun-filled evening has been set for Monday, October 26, at a brand new location.

The Annual Meeting of The Friendship Force of Greater Des Moines will be held at First Christian Church at 25th and University.  Dinner will be prepared and served by a special church committee known for its culinary skill. And it’s also nice to know we’ll be celebrating in a beautiful, newly renovated Fellowship Hall with dinner served from a brand new kitchen! More information, cost and a date to make reservations will be sent to you soon.  The evening is also a good time to pay dues for the 2010 year.
The Annual Meeting is also the occasion to elect new Board Members for the Club.  
We encourage you to submit your suggestions for candidates by calling Nominations Committee Chair Dick Baskerville, 226-0318, or emailing him at bluerug9@mchsi.com.  The committee will then be able to report to the Board.  There will be at least two open positions, possibly three.

The President’s Post by Kathie Swift

The FFGDM’s board is exploring the opportunity to go GREEN and reduce expenses.  In order for us to get a bulk rate permit, which cost $185.00 annually, we must mail 200 pieces, plus postage. Otherwise, it would take first class postage. The cost of printing and the cost of paper is no small expense either.  We estimate that each of our six bi-monthly Newsletters cost us about $200 each

The Board is definitely leaning towards an electronic newsletter with two options: One, it can be sent to recipients directly as an email.  Or, the other option, the newsletter can be designed and written and simply posted on our website.  If we did that, we could send recipients a brief email noting that the publication is ready for viewing on line. The Board plans to commit to one of these options beginning January 1, 2010.

Don’t have a computer or don’t email?  Keep in mind that the six Des Moines Public Library branches, plus libraries in Johnston, Grimes, Pleasant Hill, Urbandale, Ankeny, Waukee, West Des Moines, Altoona and Clive all have many public computers that members could easily visit six times a year (if not already regular users).  The librarians would be quick to help access the web site when told what to look for.  People can read the Newsletter online, even make a copy if wanted, and know what’s going on with the club.

Some members have been uncomfortable with providing emails.  However, if everyone would provide individual emails to the Board for this purpose, The Board promises that the emails would go no further.

We are interested in your thoughts.  Please let any Board member know what you thinking. And keep in mind that electronic newsletters are definitely gaining the lion’s share of popularity today.  The money saved producing them and the ease of reading them online definitely make it the smart thing to do in our club’s situation.
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RUSSIANS ARRIVE NOVEMBER 13 by Exchange Director Nancy Lundstrom
A hearty group of 27 Russians from Moscow will visit Des Moines November 13 through November 20.  This is called a “cultural” group with  
10 performing artists and 17 specialized ambassadors.  The group consists of 9 men and 18 women ranging in age from 20 to 70.   
We are very fortune to host this type of exchange this year, and we are hoping YOU will rise to the occasion to be a part of this event.
Mark your calendar for WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, at 6:30 p.m. for an informational meeting and host sign up which will be held at the Urbandale Public Library on 86th Street in Urbandale. This sign up will include home hosting (sleeping) AND day hosting.  We need at least 16-18 home hosts for this group in addition to day hosts who could help out.  

At this meeting, we will review special opportunities for the performing artists.  We are looking for specific venues for four folk singers, two pianists, two soloists, and three artists.  If anyone knows of a group or organization that could use a “themed” program, please let me know as soon as possible.  We will try to find at least two/three venues for these people.  Two additional meetings are scheduled to chart the progress of this group’s incoming visit.  The next meeting will be Thursday, October 22, at 6:30 p.m. and the final meeting will be Sunday, November 8, at 1:30 p.m. Both meetings are scheduled for the Urbandale Public Library.

Several club members have already agreed to help with this exchange BUT, we need YOU to step up and say YES!  Call the FF office at 515-277-9595 and leave a message or call the Exchange Director Nancy Lundstrom, at 515-229-3361.  We need each and every one of you to help make this a success. 


FFGDM goes to Bristol, England, Contact Exchange Director Faith Huitt at 276-1443.
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· April, 2010 (approx. April 20-May 5) 

· Home-hosting by Bristol FF for seven days.

· A coach (bus) tour of castles and historical places, ending in London.

· You can extend your stay in London or make plans to fly to another 

    Destination from London after May 5.

· Limit of 20 ambassadors

· Cost to be determined in September, 2009
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“Out of clutter, find simplicity.  From discord, find harmony.  

In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” -  Albert Einstein
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