Important Dates

November 22

Wednesday
Grandfriends Day
HAVERFORD Thanksgiving Holiday Begins
Preschool Newsletter November 27
Monday

Preschool Webpage

School Resumes

November 16, 2006

December 1
Friday
First Friday @ FSH
8:30am

December 5 & 6
Tues. & Wed.
Holiday Gift Sale (PTO)

December 15
Friday
All-School Coffee
10:00am
&
Holiday Meeting for Worship
11:00am
Winter Holiday Begins
after Meeting for Worship

January 2
Tuesday
School Resumes

January 5
Friday
First Friday @ FSH
8:30 a.m.

January 6
Saturday
OWLS Gathering

January 9
Tuesday
PTO Meeting
7:00 p.m.
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January 15
Monday
Martin Luther King Day
SCHOOL HOLIDAY

January 16
Tuesday
Parent/Teacher Conferences
- [Preschool & Prekindergarten

| PS/PK PUPIL HOLIDAY



http://geocities.com/fshpseyesonly

Memory Cards

On Monday the “Memory Cards” were pulled out and
placed face-up on the table. Children worked together to
pick matching pairs (visual discrimination). The activity was
not timed, there were no winners or losers, and there was no
sense of failure by turning over the “wrong” cards. The object
was to work together to clear the table of cards. The children
were observed happily playing this matching game again and
again.
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ouchy-feely is the best way to describe
Monday’s circle time activity. Tr. Jennifer
placed three items in a cloth bag and instructed

|| each child to keep eyes closed. Each child was

instructed to select one of the items: a small
pumpkin, a banana, or a very dehydrated apple
half. Using only tactile cues they found that they
could see with their hands.




Books we have read recently include:

Inside Mouse, Outside Mouse,
Lindsay George

George and the Dragon, Chris
Wormell

The Walking Coat, Pauline Watson

The Relatives Came, Cynthia Rylant
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he Preschool Service Project is well underway

with mounds of bags lining the perimeter of the
classroom. The last step will be for the children to
sort and bag the mounds of items that have been
donated by FSH families.

Next Tuesday, Miss Antoinette from the Community
Action Agency of Delaware County will arrive with
the agency van. After the children load the bags in
the van, she will take the winter items back to the
agency to be distributed to the young residents of
their shelters.

We are grateful to all of the families who donated
winter outerwear for this cause. We are grateful
also to Antoinette and all the people at CAADC who
provide necessary and valuable services to the
people in our community throughout the year.

The preschool children at FSH have been sponsor-
ing this annual event since 1987. You can get more
information about the CAADC and see a picture of
this year’s Third Grade students as preschoolers
on the CAADC website -- http://www.caadc.org/info.

html

randfriends Day is right around the corner. For
the comfort of our visitors and the safety of ev-
eryone, the teachers need the following information:

1) Will your child be at school Wednesday,
November 227

2) Will your child be hosting a guest?
If not, there will be many laps to go around!

3) If so, how many guests will be attending?

4) Are there any special needs of which we should
be aware?

5) Preschool dismissal will be from the Meeting
House porch. Will you be picking up your child
(and guests)? Will your child be leaving directly
from MFW with a grandfriend?

Parents: If you have not already done so, please
respond to these questions before Grandfriends Day.

Spanish Corner:
El Bebé de los Osos Berenstain, Stan and Jan

Berenstain
EI— BE BE etie v cvaon Sl tinitiacn

(The Berenstain
Bears’ New Baby) o NEW BABY

New and Reviewed
Vocabulary:

Bebé/ baby
Mama/mommy
Papa/daddy

El hermano/brother
La Hermana/sister


http://www.caadc.org/info.html
http://www.caadc.org/info.html

MUSINGS

During the recent parent/teacher conferences, some parents wondered what they can do to support
their child’s budding interest in the process of reading and enjoying books together.

The following is food for thought from Jen Wagner.

(Next week’s musing is an article on the topic of “Nature Deficit Disorder”, recommended by
Ainsley’s mom, Tracy.)

My child is inferested in sounds and words and print! What to do?

Teachers in the pre-primary grades at FSH are forever playing the advocate for young children by resisting the” top
down” pressures that can exist in our society at large. We strive to maintain our children’s innocence by sheltering them
from the media and from commercialism. We provide uninterrupted time to play and explore by keeping coordinate
subjects to a minimum. We meet children where they are, and when they are ready, we help them to build skills through
meaningful experiences.

It is this mind-set that guides our work with regard to pre-reading skills. Although it is our belief that preschool is too
early for formal sound and letter work (phonics), it is just the right time to have fun with phonemic awareness activities
(fun with sounds).

Phonemic awareness deals with the sounds in spoken words, specifically the ability to differentiate and manipulate
those spoken sounds. In contrast to this, phonics refers to the printed word, and requires emerging readers and writers
to be secure and comfortable with sound/letter correspondence and ready to apply this knowledge to their own reading
and writing -- this happens much further down the road.

As exciting as it is to witness the early signs of interest in reading and writing, we resist the urge to get ahead of our-
selves. Because research shows that in order for phonics instruction to be effective, children need a solid phonemic
awareness.

Listed below are some ways for parents and teachers to easily engage kids in activities that will help them over time to
hear the individual sounds within words.

RHYME: Read rhyming books and nursery rhymes. Song lyrics provide a rich opportunity for recognizing and creating
rhymes, for example, Willoughby, Wallaby, Woo, and Down by the Bay. Try nonsense words! Making up rhymes for
wacky words presented by mom or dad comes easily for preschoolers. Example: Say “bouse,” and your child may say
“house, louse, mouse.” Adults and children can also generate their own silly rhymes while driving in the car or raking
leaves. Example: There was a snake with a rake. Mom, can we bake a cake?

ALLITERATION: Listen for and string together words that contain the same beginning sound. Example: Gavin goes
galloping with gorillas. Seven silly seagulls swooped down and swallowed my sandwich. (Animalia is a great picture
book for this activity.)

RHYTHM OF THE WORD: For fun, try clapping the beats (syllables) in your names too. Children’s names and names of
family and friends are a great place to begin word study!

PHONEMIC MANIPULATION: Listen for and then replace individual sounds at the beginning and ending of words.
Example of beginning sound substitution: Change the /s/ in sun to /f/ and you get fun! Example of ending sound substi-
tution: Change the /t/ in hot to /p/ and you get hop!

Say your friend’s names but change the beginning sound to a sound of your choice. Try the /L/ sound (avoid saying “L”.
This is the second step in the process and will come “down the road”.)

Example: Lainsley, Lythe, Lole, Lorinne, Lemily, Lemma, Lames, Lyle, Lily, Ladison, Latalie, Loah, Letros, Lebastian,
Lofia, Lusanna, Lessa, Loe







