"An amazing love"

Love causes people to be greater than they are being.

Love "is"... Love doesn't change because of temporary feelings...  Love "is"...

In the book of Hosea, chapter 1 & 3, there is the story of a man, Hosea, who married this beautiful woman Gomer.  (Funny name, I know...)  Gomer didn't have the same values as Hosea, she eventually started cheating on him.  One day she didn't come home to him.

I've heard a preacher say that Gomer left her husband and was out living the fast-paced life, being the sexual toy of the wealthy & powerful... but eventually she got older and that crowd was no longer interested in her.  She had to become a prostitute to survive.  In those days women couldn't earn money any other way... they were married, prostitutes or slaves.  Gomer's path led her to becoming a slave.  Hosea knew this would someday happen and watched the slave auctions.  One day, Gomer was being auctioned off.

Picture it... she was once a beautiful, glamorous woman... but now she couldn't even survive as a prostitute.  It's hard to imagine that Hosea even recognized her.  But he did.

He paid such a high price for her that even a strong male slave or beautiful woman prostitute slave wouldn't cost as much.  People thought he was foolish.

When he brought her home, he didn't make her a slave.  She wasn't shackled, whipped, forced to do anything.  He brought her home as his wife... as the lady of his house once again.  Fully restored, fully forgiven.

That my friends is an amazing love.  It's a love that some might consider foolish.  But it's a vivid picture of God's love for us.

God isn't waiting for us to trip up and make a mess of our lives so we can "get what we deserved."

God is actually waiting for us, calling out to us... even in the midst of the mess we create, "while we were yet sinners"...  saying that before we were formed in our mother's womb, God had a plan & purpose for our lives...  God is waiting to heal our hearts, forgive our pasts, and to rest in the peace of His love for us.

God is waiting for us to hear the love song He sings over us, and to believe it.  To believe it enough to begin to have hope that... "YES, maybe it's true!  Maybe God does love me, in spite of what I've done."

God has chosen to love you.

Hosea 3 (the Message)

In Time They'll Come Back

   1Then GOD ordered me, "Start all over: Love your wife again, your wife who's in bed with her latest boyfriend, your cheating wife. 

    Love her the way I, GOD, love the Israelite people, even as they flirt and party with every god that takes their fancy." 

    2I did it. I paid good money to get her back.  It cost me the price of a slave. 

    3Then I told her, "From now on you're living with me. No more whoring, no more sleeping around.  You're living with me and I'm living with you." 

4The people of Israel are going to live a long time stripped of security and protection, without religion and comfort, godless and prayerless.   5But in time they'll come back, these Israelites, come back looking for their GOD and their David-King.  They'll come back chastened to reverence before GOD and his good gifts, ready for the End of the story of his love.

