[image: image1.wmf]Grade Seven Social Studies Project 

Mrs. Barber’s Class - 2005 - 2006 School Year Semester 2 - January 9 to June 9
This project will be worth 10% of your total semester grade.  Due dates:  
On or before March 17 - one grade bonus 
April 3 - as-is 
After April 3 - lose one grade per week

Guidelines
1.  You are responsible for any materials or costs related to the project you choose.
2.  Any project you choose or create should have one finished product (model, poster, scrapbook, etc., and 10 full-sentence descriptors, not just labels.

3.  It should also be related to a topic we have studied this year, like: The Renaissance, China,
The Fall of Rome, African or Islamic Empires 

Medieval/Feudal Europe or Japan

4.  If you work with a partner, you must complete double the amount of factual work or “final product”:  that means that if a poster needs 10 facts, then yours should have 20, or each you needs to turn in your own paper. 
Create a Model - Build a castle, a village, or community from a civilization we have studied this year.  It should be no smaller in area than 1/2 of a poster board.  Your model should have at least 10 labeled and described parts.

Timeline Model, Presentation Poster, or Map

- Select an important era or event and create a 3-D or poster timeline that includes either pictures or models that represent ten separate years, events, or facts related to one topic.
Build a Research Portfolio - Select a topic related to something we have studied, locate 10 sources related to the topic, and list each source along with a 1-sentence description of each source. 
Movie Review - Watch and report on three movies related to one topic.  Your parents and your teacher (that’s me) must approve your choice of three movies ahead of time.  If you choose this option, show me a parent signature along with the list of three movies you will watch.  You final project will be a set of three one-page papers that summarize the movies you watched.  
Write an “I-Search” Report - write a three-page report in which you discuss a topic you wanted to learn more about, how you went about doing your research, what sources you located, and what you found out.  Your research paper must be written in the first person, meaning you tell a story using “I” and “me”.  You also must have at least 5 sources, which could include books, encyclopedia articles, television programs, etc.  
Field Experience - visit and write a one-page report about a museum that features artwork or artifacts related to one of our history topics.  Tell me where you went, who you went with, what you saw, and please include photos or brochures from the museum as proof of your visit.  You may visit any the following museums or clear another museum with me:


LA County Museum of Art (special 

exhibition or Japanese Pavilion)


Getty Center, Los Angeles


Getty Villa, Malibu


Museum of Tolerance, Los Angeles


Huntington Library, Pasadena 


California African American Museum, 

Exposition Park

Food - Research and select a food item from the culture that you want to cook and share with your class, and get approval from Mrs. Barber.  Also, please include a short (1 page) description of the recipe and why it is historically relevant.  Don’t make this part up:  for instance you won’t get credit for serving “Renaissance Ice Cream Sandwiches”.
Topic of Your Choice - write down and clear your proposal with Mrs. Barber (and your parent) by February 15.
Student Name:

Topic Choice:

“I am aware of my son/daughter’s social studies project requirements and due dates.”

____________________________________________
parent signature
Questions?  Write a note, call (946-1041 X205), or email (nbarber@eastside.k12.ca.us)
