The Art of Illumination, or
“How to Make Your Work Look Like You Care”

(Adding Importance to Your Work)
T

he art of illumination is easier than it sounds – in history, writers and artists have added extra special details to their most important documents in order to show importance or emphasize a theme.  How can you illuminate your own work? 
1.  Start with all the information you need.  Your assignment won’t be worth much if you are missing information or have major errors, no matter how nice it looks. 
2.  Plan your layout on scratch paper first.  Give yourself enough space for your writing/information. This part is called content.
3.  Decide where you are going to add your illumination details.  Make your decision based on what you want to emphasize.  Examples of illumination include:

- pictures


- borders


- beginning initials


- color


- special writing
- highlighted words
4.  Choose pictures, symbols, and colors that emphasize your theme/purpose and don’t detract from it.  For instance, save your awesome picture of Justin Timberlake for a biography on Justin Timberlake:  don’t waste it on your animal report.  

5.  Be careful and neat as you add your details.  If you are just adding color, you can write/draw directly on your poster/paper, but if you are adding many different kinds of details, consider creating the detail on paper and then attaching it to your work. 
6.  Don’t let your details distract from your content.  Remember, your teacher is grading your learning, not your artistic ability.  
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