The Sallis Name

One basic question usually asked in genealogy concerns the origin of a surname. The Latin word, "Sali," from which, it is said, the names Sallis is derived, means "salt." The name Sallis was not a common name in 17th and 18th century America. However, since there are many variations in the spelling of the name "Sallis,"  it was more common in England and Europe. In different records it was spelled "Sallas," "Sallis," "Salis," "Salas," "Silas," "Saller," "Seller," "Sollice," "Salice," "Sales," and "Sylice."  It all depended on who was doing the writing. Census takers, court officials and others spelled names as they sounded to them.                   

The Sallis (etc.)  name is associated in France with the Duchy of Savoy. One Count de Salis was of the House of Savoy and supported the Norman invasion of England in 1066. For this he was granted a coat of arms and land. A willow is the feature of the de Salis arms. The book A Dictionary of British Surnames, by P.H. Reaney (Routledge and Kegan Paul, London, 1958, pg. 281), gives the meaning of the name Sallis as a "dweller by the willows."

