Benchmarks

	Social Studies Skills and Methods
Students collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions. Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.




	By the end of the K-2 program:

A.  Obtain information from oral, visual, print and electronic sources.
      1.)REQUIRED LINK

      As you have been honing your searching skills through the last seven mods, we need to remember that our students need to hone these same skills. Boolean searching is a way to help us search more effectively.  Most search engines are very good now, but occasionally knowing a little bit about refined searching helps. Check out these two sites about searching:
http://adam.ac.uk/info/boolean.html
http://searchenginewatch.com/facts/article.php/2156021
Also, try searching  in:

www.google.com
www.dogpile.com
www.altavista.com
     2.) REQUIRED LINK

Butterfly WebQuest

http://teacherweb.com/IN/Ststanislaus/butterflywq/
B.   Predict outcomes based on factual information.

     1.) Integrating Language Arts Using If  You Give  a Mouse a Cookie

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=809
   2.) Powerful Patterns, Looking Back and Moving Forward

http://illuminations.nctm.org/LessonDetail.aspx?ID=L145
C.  Communicate information orally, visually or in writing. 

     1.) Our Dinopals with Word Art
http://www.education-world.com/a_tsl/archives/06-1/lesson002.shtml
     2.) Australian Animals

http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/fellows/MENTZER/Webquest/austan.htm
D.  Identify a problem and work in groups to solve it.

     1.) Please Help Our Ocean Animals WebQuest

http://www.bedford.k12.ny.us/wpes/webquest/
     2.) REQUIRED LINK

 The following games generally are too hard for K -2, but you can make your own at this site.  It definitely helps the children learn to work together in groups.  Try one as a class.

(This first one works for K-2)

       a.)  Basketball

http://www.activehistory.co.uk/fling/quizzes/other_sport_bask/quiz.htm
     b.) Lincoln

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk
(scroll down and look for Lincoln or try another)


	By the end of the 3-5 program:

A. Obtain information from a variety of primary and secondary sources using the component parts of the source.

     1.) REQUIRED LINK
       See number  A.1  under K-2
     2.) Fourth Grade Ellis Island Journal Project

http://ww.klschools.org/www/klsd/site/hosting/WebActivities/Fourth/elliswq.html
B. Use a variety of sources to organize information and draw inferences.

     1.) REQUIRED LINK
Interactive History of  the Last 1,000 Years

http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/1999/millennium/
     2.) Return to the Alamo WebQuest

http://jets.utep.edu/north_loop/alamo/index.htm
     3.) Mrs. Wolf’s Oregon Trail WebQuest

http://www.teacherweb.com/fl/baypointelementarymagnet/mrswolf’soregontrailwebquest/
C. Communicate social studies information using graphs or tables.

     1.) Word tutorial

http://www.bcschools.net/staff/WordHelp.htm
     2.) Population Pasta

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/activities/09/pasta.html
D. Use problem-solving skills to make decisions individually and in groups.

     1.) REQUIRED LINK
Ancient Egypt WebQuest

http://www.iwebquest.com/egypt/ancientegypt.htm
     2.) REQUIRED LINK

SEE D.2 UNDER GRADES K -2


	By the end of the 6-8 program:
A.  Analyze different perspectives on a topic obtained from a variety of sources.

     1.) REQUIRED LINK

       See number A-1 under
           K – 2
     2.) Exploring Viewpoints of American Revolution

http://teacherweb.com/NY/NiagaraFallsHighSchool/MsFortin’sWebquest/
    B.   Organize historical information in text or graphic format and analyze the information in order to draw conclusions.

     1.) REQUIRED LINK
Interactive History of the Last 1,000 Years
http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/1999/millennium/
     2.) Waterparks WebQuest

http://ted.coe.wayne.edu/ted6020/webquest/waterpark/trial1.html
     3.) Bald Eagles of Missouri WebQuest

http://suburb.semo.net/jrussell/Eagles.htm
C.   Present a position and support it with evidence and citation of sources.

     1.) PowerPoint tutorial
http://www.actden.com/pp/
     2.) Noodle tools – instant bibliographies (most schools have a subscription; if not, it is $4 for 3 months.)

http://www.noodletools.com/login.php
D.  Work effectively in a group.

      1.) REQUIRED LINK
Blue Skies All the Way to Japan WebQuest

http://missouri.emints.org/area1/japanwebquest/
     2.) REQUIRED LINK

SEE D.2 UNDER GRADES K-2
Also try:

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/games/fling/americancivilwar/



