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Now that the first round of the Free Agent Draft is completed and the APFL season opener slowly approaches, it becomes intriguing to attempt to predict which single player will have the most significant impact on the offense and defense of each team during the upcoming season.  Obviously, the luxury of making such a prediction is having the benefit of knowing approximately what each player can be expected to contribute based on their stats from the previous NFL season.  However, stats alone aren’t enough to determine who could emerge as a team’s most valuable player.  It is also important to consider how well a MVP candidate fits into the offensive or defensive scheme and how a coach might utilize these superstars to maximize their value during the season.  Furthermore, part of the excitement of operating a fantasy franchise is having the opportunity to possess multiple superstars and then finding ways to utilize them as a unit for maximum benefit.  This makes it much more difficult to predict who could become the MVP of each team. 





The other half of the prediction is trying to determine which player will be key to the longevity of each franchise.  This can be a little more difficult to determine because a franchise player carries the burden of being the cornerstone of a team’s foundation and may not necessarily be a superstar just yet.  For the purposes selecting the franchise player, the designation was typically awarded to the younger established players because of their potential longevity, although there are a few rare instances where a rookie was selected or a veteran overshadows the younger players as the obvious choice.





As a final twist to the prediction game, the offensive and defensive MVPs of each division are predicted.  And finally, the offensive and defensive franchise players who offer the best potential to remain the perennial front runner for the divisional MVP honors are also predicted.





Please note, for the franchise designations, rookies are in red and veterans (28+) in blue.





NFC East





�
2001 MVP Predictions�
Franchise Player Predictions�
�
Team�
Offensive�
Defensive�
Offensive�
Defensive�
�
Cheshire Cats�
RB Hearst�
DE Wiley�
OC Newberry�
CB Surtain�
�
Brooklyn Giants�
QB Favre�
S Dawkins�
RB James�
S Dawkins�
�
Jersey Jays�
QB McNair�
DE Kearse�
RB Barlow�
OLB Arrington�
�
Northern Valley Pioneers�
RB Barber�
ILB Barrow�
QB McNabb�
None�
�
Philadelphia Stars�
WR Johnson�
DE Taylor�
WR Moss�
LB Spikes�
�
Yellowrock Gold�
RB Martin�
CB Barber�
RB Martin�
None�
�
Division Leaders�
QB McNair�
DE Kearse�
QB McNabb�
OLB Arrington�
�



NFC West





�
2001 MVP Predictions�
Franchise Player Predictions�
�
Team�
Offensive�
Defensive�
Offensive�
Defensive�
�
Ajax Buffaloes�
RB Tomlinson�
S Brown�
QB Brooks�
CB Clements�
�
Boise Borg�
RB Centers�
S Lassiter�
OT Williams�
DT Williams�
�
Charleston Shockers�
WR Owens�
LB Gildon�
OG Faneca�
LB Gildon�
�
Ft. Lauderdale Redskins�
WR Holt�
LB Colvin�
RB Green�
LB Colvin�
�
Nebraska Buzz�
WR Ward�
LB Bell�
WR Ward�
LB Bell�
�
Nicholas Grizzlies�
RB Faulk�
DE-LB Boulware�
QB Manning�
DT (DE) Pryce�
�
Division Leaders�
RB Faulk�
LB Gildon�
QB Manning�
LB Bell�
�



AFC East





�
2001 MVP Predictions�
Franchise Player Predictions�
�
Team�
Offensive�
Defensive�
Offensive�
Defensive�
�
Atlantis Highlanders�
RB Alexander�
ILB Thomas�
RB Alexander�
DT McFarland�
�
Beckley Punishers�
RB Rhodes�
S Knight�
OT Samuels�
CB Jammer�
�
Capital City Crush�
QB Gannon�
DE-LB Miller�
RB Green�
DE Abraham�
�
Cloverdale Clansmen�
RB Holmes�
DE Smith�
QB Harrington�
DE Smith�
�
Craigsville Crabby Patties�
WR Brown�
S Milloy�
QB Culpepper�
CB Madison�
�
Fairfield Drillers�
QB Warner�
ILB Trotter�
QB Griese�
CB Woodson�
�
Division Leaders�
QB Gannon�
ILB Thomas�
RB Alexander�
DE Abraham�
�



AFC West





�
2001 MVP Predictions�
Franchise Player Predictions�
�
Team�
Offensive�
Defensive�
Offensive�
Defensive�
�
Chicago Blitz�
WR Smith�
ILB Urlacher�
RB Thomas�
ILB Urlacher�
�
Columbus Cougars�
WR Jackson�
CB Bailey�
WR Jackson�
CB Bailey�
�
Florida Sharks�
QB Garcia�
DE Strahan�
WR Burress�
ILB Lewis�
�
Panther Creek Destroyers�
QB Grbac�
DT Noble�
None�
None�
�
Texas Longhorns�
RB Williams�
CB O’Neal�
OT Pace�
ILB Brooking�
�
Yukon Rush�
TE Wycheck�
DE Holmes�
RB George�
None�
�
Division Leaders�
QB Garcia�
DE Strahan�
RB Thomas�
ILB Urlacher�
�



