draft, March 24, 2006

COPC: Adapting to Change: Managing Urbanization in Rural America

A Community—University Partnership

Community Dialogue Series

Stakeholders Meeting #1

Thursday, April 6

7:30-8:30 AM, Morris Senior Citizen Center

(Refreshments Served!)

1. Welcome and introductions

2. Brief review of the COPC/HUD grant and the Community Dialogue Series project

3. Open discussion—

A. Who needs to be involved in these discussions—other participants

1. Steve Sterud and Morris Community Ed staff (e.g. Cindy Perkins)

2. Salvation Army (Mike, but is not currently with them anymore; however, we can invite Peggy Kill)

B. What is happening with the “New Minnesotans” in our community?

1. Stacy Aronson’ class (e.g. La Cena-supper organized by UMM students feeding local migrant workers and others in the Morris community last May of 2005) currently translating brochures for community businesses from English to Spanish:

a.  Dental Depot


b.  Stevens County Medical Center

2. Jim Bureaguard of City of Morris Police has a police officer brushing up on his Spanish by taking classes to learn more of the language.

3. Father Allen’s monthly mass (first Saturdays of the month @6:30p with a supper after) in Spanish 

4. Morris Literacy Project: Teaching ESL

*need: someone to help teach a Mexican parent (Edna Mar, who lives on the farm site-52190 280th St. phone # 320.324.7605) to teach her kids (translating English to Spanish) after 6p

 Next steps




1.  Invite  other “key stakeholders” to the next meeting in 3 weeks?




2.  Take a list of the services being done or needs to be done



                 a. www.geocities.com/goodnewsmorris/needs.migrantworkers.html



3.  Other newcomers:




    a. Chinese Buffett workers (Fang Du-shared on Friday, April 7th’s Soup    

   Topic: “Migrants”

b. UMM Int’l Students (e.g. drivers ed)
c. African Americans’ (e.g. hair products-Wilmar?=>contacted Ridgewater’s Cosmetology Dept.)

d. Education: Exposure to the ethnic community!
(1)  Morris Community Ed’s Cultural Classroom Program
      -When I attended UMM, Char Zinda came up with a program to get UMM “ethnic minority” student share about their culture to local elementary and high school students. 

(2)  Media: Human Rights Commission (website w/educational resources) to do workshops, video presentations on the local city access channel, write articles in the local paper, etc…

(3) Survey at a non-threatening environment (e.g. Willies or some public meeting place-Old #1)

(4) Educate One Another (CDS Stakeholders)

a-West St. Paul Police Video: Latino Outreach

b-New Minnesotans Toolkit ($20) video



e.     Celebration Event!




        (1) Taste of Morris (similar to the Taste of Minnesota and Festival of 




of Nations in St. Paul each year), which we can have booths where




people in our community can share of places they’ve traveled, 

studied, vacationed, etc…similar to UMM’s successful-annual 


            “International Country Fair   

                               www.angelfire.com/mn3/ummalpha/international.countryfair.html
