Focused Reading Guidelines

Overview

The focus reading assignment integrates several aspects that are essential to comprehension and learning. The goal of focus readings is to connect to the text and understand the main ideas of the reading on your own. Before reading the text, you will create questions to give focus to your reading of the text, identify the main ideas after reading the text, and create summaries of the chapter. During the next class period, you and your Focus Reading partner will go over the assignment completed at home by answering the questions and checking each other main ideas and summaries. 

Format

Divide your paper by drawing a line from the top to the bottom. The line should divide the paper by making the left sector 1/3 of the page and the right sector 2/3 of the page. At the top of the left sector (smaller) write QUESTIONS. At the top of the right sector (larger) write MAIN IDEAS. Each section of the book is divided into major headings. (Red/bold) Write these headings under your main ideas and underline the heading. Be sure to include all the MAIN IDEAS from that portion of the text in the area. Complete the remainder of the reading the same way. On the left side of the paper you will place questions based on the section headings used in the main ideas. Create a question on the heading to set a purpose for the reading. At the end of the Focused Reading create a summary that includes one sentence from each of the major headings. If this is done properly, you should have a 4-5 sentence summary that includes information from the entire reading.

Sharing

Focus Reading will be shared with a partner each day. Each pair will discuss the main ideas to be sure that only appropriate ideas have been placed in the focus reading. Be sure to place any main ideas that your partner has into you own notes. Your partner will answer the questions created by the partner and check to see if the information in the focused reading is enough to answer the reading check questions for each topic.
Grading

Focus Reading assignments will be graded each day. Each assignment will receive Full, Partial, or no credit depending on completion of the assignment. Late Focus readings can be submitted the next day for Partial credit.

