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The Course: 

We often see surveys that indicate Americans know very little about their history- Maybe Americans have forgotten our history because they never really learned it well. Maybe they once knew the dates and some other facts, but maybe they never understood the meaning. Without meaning those dates and names became a jumble of useless information. In this class we will attempt to find meaning and understanding of the events. We'll use the events to help us connect historical periods to one another and to the present so that we can better understand America today. As we reflect on our study through our thinking, writing and discussing, we'll find a greater appreciation for the nation our ancestors left us. 

This class will focus skills that you'll use throughout your lives. History involves interpretation in order to find meaning; therefore, we'll look at various points of view. We'll examine why people see things as they do from their perspective. We'll see that historical events have effects and consequences just as our choices and actions create certain positive and negative consequences in our own lives. We're bombarded daily by advertisers and others who want us to think in a certain way. Distinguishing fact from opinion and logic from emotion helps us to understand the past as well as the present. In this class we'll hypothesize, synthesize, evaluate and form opinions based on what we discover as truth. Finally, we will learn to communicate these ideas in our writing, speaking, and our listening of others.

Grades: 

Marking period grades are an average of the following assessments that will be completed during the semester. Final Grades are calculated by adding Total number of points earned against Total Possible Points.
Tests 

Projects 

Quizzes

Current Events

Homework (Focus Reading)
Class Participation

Tests

Tests will be a combination of multiple choice, identifications, short answers, document analysis, and essays. A study guide will be handed out prior to the test. Students will be allowed the entire class period to complete their tests.

Projects

Throughout the semester, projects will be assigned individually and in collaborative groups. Each student will be responsible for completing their project assignment. Other group members are not responsible for completing you work. All projects will include individual and group work grades. Some projects will be worked on during class time, but any work not completed during class time will be worked on and finished outside of class by the due date without exceptions.

Current Events:

Each class will begin with a discussion of a number of current events for that day. Each week you will be responsible for bringing a newspaper article for class discussion. After the group discussion of current events, you will be responsible for writing a reaction in your journal.   
Homework:

All homework should be completed in your notebook to help you complete projects, quizzes, and tests. The completion of homework is mandatory. Many of your of the homework assignments will be Focused Readings for each Chapter. It is the responsibility of each student to have their Focused Reading assignment completed when they are checked throughout the semester. 

Class Participation:

Active participation in class is an important aspect of the learning process, and it also makes the subject more interesting. Failure to come prepared or to act appropriately in class will result in a lowering of your participation grade. Your classroom participation grade is the easiest area to improve your grade; because everyone begins the year with an A. Lateness will result in a detention. Missed detentions will result in a referral.
