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Why did you came to Århus?
Written by Ursula (exchange student from Switzerland)

The first question everybody asks me is: Why did you choose to come to Denmark? People seem to be surprised, that students from other countries like to come to their country. 

Even if this question seems to be a simple one, I’ve always got some problems with answering it. Actually I don’t know, why I chose Århus. Of course I had some reasons, like that it is a student-city and that it belongs to Scandinavia. Beside these two reasons it was just a choice out of the air, just made in a really short time, because the final applying date had already arrived. But anyway, if I look behind me to the last 1 ½ months in Århus I think it was a great choice.  

Oh yes, maybe I should tell you who I am. Normally I live in Zürich (Switzerland). There I study Social Anthropology, as I do here. I’m 22 years old and I really like traveling.  

When I came here, I was surprised, how different people behave here. Of course, if I compare it to how different it must be for Japanese students, there was no culture shock at all for me. But  still, there are these slight differences. I can’t tell any now, but at some occasions I suddenly feel, that people would react in another way at home.

Also the studying in Århus seems to be totally different then in Zürich. It is much more structured here and there is not much choice in courses, while we’ve got a huge chaos at home, which courses you should or could take. We also don’t have anything like the “læsegruppe”, what in fact is a really good idea, because it makes studying much easier. 

What also is really nice, is that the ISC (International Student Center) organizes a lot for the exchange students. So you always have something to do and meet some friends. Sometimes it’s even too much, that besides the program for the exchange students we should also study. So there’s not much time to sleep. However, I really can recommend everybody to do an exchange semester or year. Even to go somewhere, where they speak a language you don’t know shouldn’t be a problem, but it can be hard in the beginning. (As I noticed, because I didn’t have the time to learn any Danish, before I came here.)   

