Fill-in-the-Blanks Worksheet
For Introducing Philosophy, 10th edition, by Robert C. Solomon, Kathleen Higgins, and Clancy Martin.
Chapter 1: Religion
1. ____________________ claims that the essential feature of religious belief is a certain “attitude” that the religious person has toward his or her surroundings.

2. The credibility of ________________________________________ has also suffered from the shock of Darwin’s theory of evolution.

3. According to Kant and others, the importance of God in Western thought is His role as the source of our ____________________.

4. The problem of evil and the seeming irrationality of God’s actions also haunted the Russian novelist ______________________________. His character Ivan presents us with a vivid picture of how instances of unjust evil pit reason against faith.

5. The ______________________________, “Song of God” (ca. 200 b.c.e.), is the most important of the many Hindu sacred texts.

6. To step outside ourselves, to consider the world from an impersonal perspective, called “personal nihility” by ____________________, is an intimate and unique activity.

7. The eccentric Danish philosopher ____________________ was a very influential, new, subjective Christian, often claimed as the father of both the “new” Christianity and the philosophy called existentialism.

8. ____________________ said that belief in God is a matter of faith. But this is not an irrational belief. On the contrary, he insisted that the belief in God is the most rational belief of all.

9. ____________________ admits that we can’t know whether God exists or not. But if God exists and we believe in Him, we are entitled to an eternal reward. If He exists and we don’t believe in Him, on the other hand, we are really in for it—eternal damnation. Even if He doesn’t exist, we are still better off believing in God because of the qualities faith brings to life.

10. ____________________ makes the pragmatic argument that believing in God is “rational” insofar as it doesn’t conflict with our other beliefs and it tends to make us lead better lives.

11. The third “proof” of God’s existence is usually called the argument from design, or ________________________________________. 

12. According to ____________________, it is rational to have faith. The belief in God is a “postulate of practical reason.”

13. Taken at face value, the first three versions of the cosmological argument are similar to ____________________’s argument for the “prime mover.”

14. William Paley argues primarily from the idea of the _________________________, which attributes purpose to the creation of the world.
Answers

1. Wisdom

2. the argument from design

3. moral laws

4. Fyodor Dostoyevsky

5. Bhagavadgita (or Gita)

6. Nishitani

7. Soren Kierkegaard

8. Kant

9. Pascal

10. William James

11. the teleological argument

12. Kant

13. Aristotle

14. teleological argument

