Community II   Session (1)  Community of Saints or Sinners?

1. In what way is the church a community of saints?

In what way is the church a community of sinners?

2. How does our view of the church influence the way we relate with others?

Read: James 5:16

3. In what way is it easier to confess our sins to God?

In what way is it easier to confess our sins to one another?

Read: 1 John 1:5-10

“Confession is the entry way to fellowship. 

Sin wants each of us alone. 

Sin wants to draw me into myself and away from others. 

The more isolated I am the more control sin can have over me. 

Sin seeks shadows. 

Sin holds me in the dark, robbing me of complete fellowship. 

We may have a kind of fellowship with one another as believers or fellow church goers 

and still not have fellowship as sinners. 

It is the fellowship of confessing sinners that distinguishes true Christian fellowship 

from a mere product of human [socializing]. 

The fellowship that is not the fellowship of sinners saved by Grace 

is no Christian fellowship at all.“








Kevin Fenster


“In confession a man breaks through to certainty. 

Why is it that it is often easier for us to confess our sins to God than to a brother? 

God is holy and sinless, He is a just judge of evil and the enemy of all disobedience. 

But a brother is sinful as we are. 

He knows from his own experience the dark night of secret sin. 

Why should we not find it easier to go to a brother than to the holy God? 

But if we do [find it easier to confess our sins to God], we must ask ourselves 

whether we have not often been deceiving ourselves with our confession of sin to God, whether we have not rather been confessing our sins to ourselves 

and also granting ourselves [forgiveness and] absolution…”








Dietrich Bonhoeffer

 






(Life Together p.115-116).

