CommunityII Session(3) Community of Wounded Healers

We can relate to each other from a position of strength or from a position of brokenness.

Position of Strength

We place ourselves above the other person.

e.g.
Teacher vs Student.  Doctor vs Patient.  Parent vs Child. ...

Position of Brokenness

We place ourselves at the same level (or even below) the other person.

e.g.
Share my brokenness.  Share my pain.  ...

My point is here is not to say that one approach is better than the other -

I believe that there is a need for either one depending on the situation.

I just want to highlight the differences between the two approaches.

Question:

1.
In what way is it easier to relate to each other from a position of strength?

2.
How can we begin to relate to each other from a position of brokenness?

3.
Do we see God relating to us from a position of strength or a position of brokenness?

Quotes:

"Wherever there is love, there is also pain. 

Wherever there are people who really care for us, 

there is also the pain of sometimes not being cared for enough."

Henri Nouwen,
Life of the Beloved
"In the heart of each person is a wound.

Pain and brokenness are the experiences of everyone. 

But for some, the poverty and pain is hidden. 

All of humanity is in need of healing."



Janice Neal

"To be in communion means to be with someone

and to discover that we actually belong together... 

To be in communion with someone also means to walk with them... 

For many people in pain there is no solution;...

What they need is a friend willing to walk with them in all that pain."                  




Jean Vanier, From Brokenness to Community
"By His wounds, we are healed..."
Isaiah 53:3

Conclusion:

When we meet each other at a point of common need, common pain and common brokenness

we begin to see each other as we really are. And we begin to realize that we are really not that different from each other. But we cannot just stop here. We need to let our brokenness and pain and neediness draw us towards God.  And as we do so, we will find that God is already waiting for us in brokenness and pain at the Cross.

