CommunityII Session(4) A Welcoming Community

Questions:

1
What does it feel like to be part of the "in-group"?

2
What does it feel like to be on the "outside" looking in?

3
What kind of barriers do we have in our cell groups that prevent those "outside" 

from coming "inside" our cell groups?

4
What can we do to lower these barriers?

The Gospel:

We are "outside" God's kingdom, because of sin.   Jesus' death on the cross enables us to come "inside" God's kingdom. The Holy Spirit forms us into communities where kingdom life is lived.

The Gospel and Community:

We often perceive the community as the messenger who proclaims the gospel message.

But the Christian community is not merely the messenger of the gospel.

It is also the message.  When we welcome people into our cell group communities we demonstrate by our acts how God welcomes and accepts people to himself.

What happens when we say that God loves everyone

and yet at the same time we exclude certain people from our cell group?

What happens when we say that God loves sinners 

and yet at the same time we exclude sinners from our cell group?

Quotes:

"Evangelism is an outcome not an activity. 

To evangelize is to welcome and accept into the community 

because evangelizing is the fellowship of the spiritually contagious.”

Rodelyn McPherson - Ball State University 

"Often I find that evangelism takes the form of listening 

as someone tells me the story of their spiritual journey, 

or struggles with a relationship, or dreams about his or her future. 

Candace Pidcock - University of Washington

God is found in the "space between people."

Larry Trachte, Wartburg College (quoting M. Buber)

"Love can be understood only ‘from the inside’, 

as a language can be understood only by someone who speaks it, 

as a world can be understood only by someone who lives in it."

Robert C Solomon
