I.
SALUTATION

A.
Sender

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy
 our brother.

B.
Recipient

To the church
 of God in Corinth, to those who are set apart
 from the world and called to be holy:

C.
Greeting

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

II.
THANKSGIVING

I thank God each time I think of you, because of your faith in God, remembering how you turned
 from the worship of idols to the worship
 of the true and living God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:


He came from heaven to earth, to show the way


From the earth to the cross, our debts to pay


From the cross to the grave,


From the grave to the sky!

For in Christ Jesus you have been made complete, having all that you need for this life and the life to come.  It is my prayer that God will make you strong so that you may patiently endure the many trials
 that you face as you eagerly await the day of Christ.  I pray that joy will overflow from within you as you offer a fragrant sacrifice of praise
 from your hearts to God giving thanks to Him in every situation and on every occasion.

III.
BODY

I am greatly encouraged by the report I received from Titus
, for he spoke of how you had received my earlier letter with openness of heart and that you have now come to agreement with one another
.

 "How good and pleasant it is 

when brothers live together in unity!"

Through Christ we have been reconciled to God.  And through Christ we are reconciled to one another.  How can we serve as messengers of God's reconciliation if there are still unreconciled differences amongst us?  How can we bring God's peace when there is war between us?  Make every effort to preserve unity and peace.  Do not allow those who promote disagreements and controversies to continue to do so.  Those who persist in stirring up conflict and disunity seek to destroy the workmanship of God and invite God's destruction upon themselves!

Now concerning the matter of participating in events where sacrifices are made to idols
 I have this to say:  (I distinctly recall addressing that issue in an earlier letter to you
) 

Do you not know that every blessing we receive is from God?

"There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan 

that can succeed against the LORD.

The horse is made ready for the day of battle, 

but victory rests with the LORD."

After seeking the blessing of God upon yourselves, do you now desire the blessing of idols as well?  And you who have received the blessing of God now turn to present thank offerings to idols?  

By no means!

What is an idol?  It is an object fashioned from stone and wood.  

It has no life of its own.  It is nothing.  

God whom we serve and seek to make known, is the God who created the universe.

He is the maker of heaven and earth, both things above and things below.  

Everything that has been created has been created by Him and for Him.  

We are God's workmanship made for his glory.

Should we now turn to worship idols, the workmanship of human hands?  

We have been made in the image of God.

Shall we now worship images of stone and silver?

Foolish Corinthians! Do you believe that an idol can bestow blessings on us?

Do you not know that in Christ, we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing on earth and heaven? 

For in Him we have received forgiveness of sins through His sacrifice on the cross.

And God has showered upon us the riches of his grace.

We who were once dead have been made alive and have been called to participate in the new life in Him.  

We are baptized into one body and we are given one Spirit.  

We eat from one loaf and we drink from one cup.
  

Can we who drink the cup of Christ also drink the cup of demons?
  

Of course not!

Some of you may then ask - can we attend these social gatherings but not participate in the sacrifices to idols?  After all, we know that an idol is nothing.  

And we know that only God who is worthy of praise.  

We are merely spectators
 and not participants in this event.

I have said things these before, but it is good for me to say it again: 

"Everything is permissible, but not everything is beneficial".

"Everything is permissible, but not everything is constructive".

The one who is strong, should be careful that your presence in meetings where offerings to the gods are made does not cause your weaker brother to stumble.  

For the one who is weak, no distinction is made between attending the events and participating in idol worship by making offerings. 

The one who is strong ought not through knowledge destroy a weaker brother's faith.  

We should not merely seek out our own good, but seek the good of others as well.  

If the exercise of freedom wounds a weaker brother's conscience, we have sinned.  

We should use our knowledge in ways that will honour God and build one another up.

IV.
ETHICAL EXHORTATION

Love builds up. Knowledge tears down.  Seek to excel in love.
  

Carry each other's burdens
 and encourage each other
.

Be patient with one another
.

Forgive one another
.

Do not grumble
 or gossip, instead, pray for one another.

And live in peace with one another.

Do not grieve the Spirit.

Find every opportunity to do good to one another.

V.
CLOSING

A.
Peace Wish

May God bless you and grant you peace.

B.
Greeting

Greet the church that meets at Claudius'
 house.

Greet Crispus
 and his household who has shown me hospitality.

C.
Kiss

I, Jonathan
, who wrote down this letter, send my greetings.

All the saints here send their greetings.

Greet one another with a holy kiss.

D.
Benediction

I, Paul write this with my own hand.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be upon you.

Amen!

� This letter is written after 2 Corinthians.  Timothy (cf. 2 Cor 1:1) is with Paul.





� Paul addresses his audiences as "The church of God in Corinth" in a manner similar to that of 1 Cor 1:1 and 2 Cor 1:1.   Paul is writing in response to a letter sent by some Corinthian Christians and thus does not write to Claudius directly as in his letter to Philemon.





� The phrase "set apart from the world" foreshadows the issue concerning Claudius that Paul is to address later in the letter.


� cf. 1 Thess 1:9.





� The reference to worship in Paul's introductory prayer foreshadows the issue of making "drink offerings" that is to be addressed later. 





� Paul breaks into spontaneous worship in this "Christ Hymn" (cf. Php 2:6-11).





�  There are two groups of Christians that Paul is writing to in Corinth.  


One group has chosen not to be associated with any of the trade associations so as not to participate in the idolatrous practices that occur during the meetings.  As such, they experience economic hardship and social ostracism.  The other group, led by Claudius has decided to maintain their involvement in these trade associations.





�  (cf. Php 4:18)  Paul is implicitly contrasting the "offering of praise" of the Corinthians with the "drink offerings" that take place during the trade association gatherings.


�   Paul sends Titus to visit the Corinthians (cf. 2 Cor 8:16-22). Paul writes this letter after receiving the report from him.





� (cf. 1 Cor 1:11)  This refers to the quarrel that the members of Chloe's household informed Paul about.





� cf. Psalm 133:1.





� cf. 1 Cor 3:17  Paul speaks strongly against those who promote disunity.


� It will be clear to Paul's readers that Paul is referring to the issue with Claudius, a benefactor of Paul.  To directly rebuke Claudius in an open letter which would be read publicly would invite dishonour and shame to Claudius.  Paul desires to preserve his (Patron-Client) relationship with Claudius yet at the same time wants to address the situation.  As such, Paul writes in an indirect manner.  Since Paul speaks to the issue and not to Claudius directly, no honour is lost.  (Is this Paul's approach in 1 Cor 8 as well?)





� cf. 1 Cor 8:1-13 and 1 Cor 10:14 - 11:1.





� cf.  Prov 21:30-31





� Paul is applying rhetoric and sarcasm in his argument.  





�   cf. Eph 1-2.





�  cf. Eph 4:4-5





� (cf. 1 Cor 10:21)  The imagery of "drinking" and "cup" is used to address the practice of offering drink offerings or libations that are made to Dionysos.





�  The Greek word used here is the word used to describe those who are passively watching an athletic event as opposed to an athletic contestant who actively participates in the contest. Paul's audience are aware of the Corinthian Games and would have been familiar with this term.





� What follows is paraphrased from 1 Cor 8:1-13; 10:14-11:1


It has been adapted to fit this (slightly) different situation.  Paul adopts an angry tone because he expected the Corinthians to have learnt the lesson in his earlier letter and now he has to repeat himself.


� Observe that Paul switches to the imperative voice in this paranesis section.





� cf. Gal 6:2





� cf. 1 Thess 5:11





� cf. 1 Thess 5:14





� cf. Col 3:13





� cf. 1 Cor 10:10





� cf. 2 Cor 13:11


� Claudius, the wealthy benefactor of Paul, has provided the use of his house as a gathering place for worship.





� (cf. Acts 18:8)  Crispus, the synagogue ruler.





� I, Jonathan, typed this with my own fingers.





