Hodge: The Inspiration of the Bible

Hodge understands  the bible to be inspired in the following sense:

The writers of the bible were influenced by the Holy Spirit.  This made the totality of their writings God's Word. Because of this, the bible possesses divine authority in all matters concerning faith and its practices
.

Hodge further explains what is meant by "plenary inspiration".

God's influence of inspiration was "plenary" in the sense that it was full and complete.

The bible contained in full, a perfect and infallible record of fact and doctrine.  

The contents of the bible in total, not merely in part, contain truth.  Truth is not found only within certain parts of the bible.  Next, Hodge is careful to indicate that God's influence while complete, does not totally negate the human personality.  The writer thus is still in control of his/her personality, will, mind and imagination in the process of writing.  God's influence was present in order to ensure that everything the writer wrote down was perfect and infallible.  However, God's influence did not make the writer perfect or infallible.  The writer was still fallible in other matters.  It is what the writer recorded on matters of fact and doctrine are infallible.  All factual claims made by the bible are thus verifiable.  Similarly, matters of doctrine are correct.  Plenary inspiration, for Hodge, meant that God ensured that the contents of the entire bible are true and accurate despite the fact that the bible was written by imperfect human beings.

Hodge also explains the term "verbal inspiration".

God's influence on the writer is present in the thoughts of the writer.  These thoughts are expressed in terms of the writer's natural language and are written down in words as a record for posterity.  According to Hodge, the entire process of the writer's thoughts, speech and written words are influenced by God.  This divine inspiration of the writer's written words is what gives divine authority and infallibility to the bible.  Furthermore, 

it is not merely the general impression given by the words of the bible that are infallible, but the specific, individual words themselves that are infallible.

Finally, Hodge gives three ways in which God carried out his purpose of producing the gospel.  These are God's providential agency in producing the Scriptures, the revelation of truth that could not be obtained by other means and the (plenary) inspiration of the writers.  Hodge is clear to emphasize that the bible is the product of both God's influence and human involvement, which is in agreement with Church doctrine.

By God's providential agency, Hodge means the writers' upbringing, life experiences, personality, character, occupation and so on, have been prepared by God up to and during the writing of the bible.

The writer on occasion receives supernatural revelation from God in the form of dreams, visions, voices through which knowledge of prophecies of future events, certain doctrines of faith and so on is given which would not be obtained through other means.

Hodge also makes a distinction between inspiration and revelation.  Not all that is written in the bible is from revelation alone.  Divine inspiration guides the writer to choose the subject and content of the writing (without over-riding the writer's natural faculties) to produce an infallible record of history, doctrine, prophecy.

Muslims claim that the Koran is an inspired text
.

The words of the Koran were originally given by direct revelation to the prophet Mohammed in Arabic.   Zahoor and Haq's understanding of Mohammed's inspiration
 is different from that of Hodge.  It can be inferred that Zahoor and Haq have a view of inspiration where Mohammed is a passive participant in the process. Allah dictates the Koran to Mohammed, who records the words down.  Mohammed does not play a creative role in writing the Koran, unlike Hodge's biblical writers.

It appears that the mode in which the Koran was received may be considered superior to that in which the bible was produced.  Because the Koran was received directly from Allah without any human participation (or intervention), the claim to inerrancy and infallibility seems somewhat easier to justify.  After all, there were no fallible human agents involved which could have introduced errors into the text.

From the evidence of the (Christian) biblical text, the careful reader is able to distinguish differences in style, vocabulary and content of different books in the bible.  Thus, in order to be true to the textual evidence, it would be difficult to support the type of inspiration for the bible that is claimed for the Koran.

Because of the differences in the inspiration process of the bible and the Koran, it is possible to deduce two different views of humanity that the bible and the Koran presuppose.  Because the Koran is seen as a text that has been dictated, human beings are seen to be merely servants of God with a completely passive role in recording scripture.  From Hodge's thesis on inspiration, it can be inferred that human beings have a somewhat more elevated position. "Mere" human beings can somehow be "co-workers" with God in the process of creating the bible!  This is somewhat similar to the nature of the incarnation - the fact that somehow, the fallible human being Mary, could serve to bear the divine Jesus in her womb.  And not only that, but the fact that the divine presence of God can be made manifest in frail human flesh.  This is indeed a profound mystery.

At the same time, Hodge's view of inspiration leaves the bible exposed to the challenge of science.  If the bible is inspired in the manner that Hodge describes, then by extension of Hodge's ideas,  inerrancy and inspiration could  also be ascribed to statements of science that the bible makes.  Is Genesis 1-3 concerning the creation of the world a scientific claim of the bible?  If the bible is making a scientific claim, and the bible is inerrant, then how does a scientist maintain intellectual integrity when challenged with the theory of evolution?  Is the response to lobby schools to teach "Creation Science"? 

(This is similar to the heliocentric-geocentric debates that took place earlier on in history.

Are we to repeat the debates of Copernicus/Galileo albeit in slightly different form?)

I hold to the view that the bible is primarily concerned with theological truth -

the nature of God, the relationship between God and humans, and other matters of faith and doctrine.  Scientific matters are a secondary concern.  When God inspired that writer of Genesis who recorded the creation of the world, I believe that God's main concern was not to convey scientific truth.  

Besides, even if the "Big Bang" theory of the universe were true and even if the theory of evolution were true, how would God be able to explain it in accurate scientific terminology to His audience?  

In the beginning was a random quantum fluctuation of space-time...?

Or that humans were the product of "an unpredictable and natural process of temporal descent with genetic modification that is affected by natural selection, chance, historical contingencies and changing environments."
  These are statements that a quantum physicist and an evolutionary biologist would be willing to accept.  However,

how would any of the writer's original audience have understood these statements?

By making the bible hold to scientific inerrancy, we are faced with many assaults in the scientific arena.  When speaking to a scientifically literate, non-Christian audience, it becomes easy to be drawn into a discussion concerning evolution or the Big Bang theory.

The sad result is, that rather than focusing on the issues of sin and Christ's work on the cross, we are led into peripheral, non-essential issues.  As such, the evangelist is not able to deliver the message of the gospel.  The understanding that the bible is primarily concerned with theological truth and speaks using "simple language" when dealing with scientific matters, allows us to focus on the key person of Jesus Christ.   The bible is not a science textbook.  By claiming scientific inerrancy, the Christian evangelist is led into a philosophical quagmire.  Our main concern is to preach Christ and the Cross,  not evolution or creation!

�   The bible is the "rule of faith and practice".





�   The Koran presents itself as being the inspired, infallible word of Allah (36:5). It claims to be without error (39:28) and claims to confirm the Scriptures given before to the People of the Book (2:101). It is seen as being the full revelation of God as it fully explains the Law and Gospel (10:37-38). The goal of the Koran is to bring a unity of belief to all peoples (42:15). 


The Koran defends its inspiration by appealing to the beauty of its poetry (10:37-38; 11:13-14). Numerous times, the emotional reaction created in the heart of the listener as the Koran is being recited, is given as proof of inspiration (5:83; 19:58ff.; 39:23). The Koran declares that it was given in Arabic so that it might be understood by its initial audience (12:1). Numerous times the Koran defends itself of the charge that Mohammed was a possessed poet (21:5; 37:36).   


Taken from the website:  http://www.leaderu.com/isot/docs/minmuslim.html





� Zahoor, A and Haq, Z  Quran and Scientific Knowledge and A Brief Background to the Holy Quran. (taken from http://users.erols.com/zenithco/islam1.html#quran). "The Qur'an was revealed in pure Arabic to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) over a period of twenty-three years ending in 632 A.D., ... The revelations were sent by Allah, Subhanahu wa Ta'ala (SWT), the creator and sustainer of the universe, and transmitted to him by the Archangel Jibril (as) (Gabriel). ... The Qur'an is the direct Word of Allah and it does not contain a single alphabet from anyone, even Prophet Muhammad. 





� Taken from the website: http://www.religioustolerance.org/ev_state.htm
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