Dear C.,  

I am glad to hear that you have become a Christian.  

There are several things that I'd like to share with you as you begin your journey of faith.

I'd like to begin by telling you something important about your relationship to God.

At this moment in time, you are undoubtedly very conscious of God in your life.

But there will come a time when you will experience doubts.

You will face disappointments.

And there will be moments of despair.

Before you face them, I want you to tell you something very important:

You are special to God.

Some say that life starts when we are born into this world. 

Others look further back in time to say that life begins at conception. 

Then, there are those who see us as hapless end products 

of a mindless evolutionary process.

But we have much earlier origins -

Origins that are precious and sacred -

Before you were born, before you were conceived, 

before the beginning of the universe itself, you had a beginning.

You began as a thought in the mind of God.

And you were a good thought.

Because good thoughts are the only kind of thoughts that God has.

That thought that God had was not a mere prelude to something more profound.

You were more than a fleeting, soon to be forgotten idea.

Nor were you a careless afterthought to be casually dismissed.

You were an intentional and deliberate thought in God's mind. 
(Mulholland, p.35)

Then, that thought became something more as God infused it with life -

And God spoke you into the corridors of existence -

A declaration of His presence, power and purpose for all to hear.

But as that word echoed through the twisted hallways of life, 

it mingled with a chorus of other voices: 

Voices of parents and loved ones -  

Voices of close friends and bitter enemies -

A cacophony of influences that distorted and garbled that original word God had spoken.

And you became shaped by the values and thought patterns of those around you.

And you participated in their unholy chant.



(Mulholland, p.36)

How can that word to be clearly heard again?

How can you rediscover God's original intent for your life?

There is another Word that is spoken by God.

A Word spoken throughout history, to men and women who listened and obeyed -

Men and women who have recorded this Word, for us in turn, to discover and know.

The Holy Bible is a record of this Word.

But even as the Bible contains the Word of God,

the Word is more than that which is written in the Bible.


The Bible contains an echo of that original Word, 

capturing in unsophisticated terms, in rudimentary language 

the exquisite eloquence of that divine Word. 



(Mulholland, p.64)

The Bible, while written in human language, 

is not like any other human text that is to be scrutinized,

measured, objectified and evaluated.

Rather, it is the basis by which our lives are to be scrutinized,

measured, objectified and evaluated.

Yet while the Bible does not reveal the entire mysteries of God, 

the Bible possesses what is adequate for us -

a Word when spoken with truth and clarity

will cause a part of us to resonate in agreement,

yet at the same will cause another part of us to shudder at the discordant Tone.

But as you allow yourself to be shaped by what is written in the Bible -

as you meditate and reflect on the truth that is there,

as you receive the Word spoken to you,

you will find that dissonance giving way to harmony



as the Bible brings you into an encounter with the Divine. 

(Mulholland, p.67)

That Word on the written page will point you to a reality

that is beyond yourself. 

It will point you to a way of living and a level of relationships

beyond your current level of experience.



(Mulholland, p.66)

God wants to take you, His spoken word,

and change you through an encounter with His Word. 

God wants you to be free from destructive ways of relating to people,

to be free from distorted ways in which you view and value yourself.

God wants to free you from these faulty perceptions and flawed patterns of relationships that you have aquired through years of life, so that you can enter into a meaningful relationship with Him and with those around you.


(Mulholland, p.75)

Also, you must have discipline as you allow God to work in your life.

This will keep you from avoiding and hindering what God wants to accomplish.

And you must keep from giving up before God is finished.

The life that God calls us to live is not to be reserved for the moments when we are in church.  Nor is it only demonstrated when we are in the company of other Christians.

Rather, God wants all your  "everyday, ordinary life - [your] sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life" to be lived for Him. 
(Romans 12:1a, The Message)

This life is not to be lived in isolation.

It will be found in the context of community.

At times, the Word of God will speak directly to your word.

At other times, other people will be the word of God that speaks into your life.

At yet other times, you may be the word that God speaks to another's life.

And through these vital relationships, the faith community, as a whole, 

speaks God transforming word to an unbelieving society.

(Mulholland, p.76)

This life is to be lived now.

"Real living" does not begin at some future point in time.

"Real living" has already begun for you.

Jesus was the first to live it.

Jesus' life shows you how.  

And He enables you to do it.



(Galatians 2:20a, The Message)

Yet in another sense, while we can experience "real living" now,

our experience of this is still patchy.

There is a riot of ignoble passions within us 

that hold us back from experiencing "real life" to the full.

"Real life" will only be experienced in full when Jesus comes again.

But we can have a foretaste of that life right where we are.

(Mulholland, p.74)

Even as I write this to you, I realize that my own experience

of the life I am describing, is woefully inadequate.

I still find myself succumbing to jealousy and greed.

And I still find pride tainting the good deeds I do.

And bitterness still creeps in to poison my relationships with others.

But there are moments when I am still,

and I hear that Word of quiet affirmation speak to me.

And then I know that my Beloved is mine.

And I am His.

And His banner over me is love.

May this letter be another word in your continuing conversation with the divine Word.

Yours truly,

Jonathan

