Lesson Plan Format 
  
Name:  Kelly Howard____ Date:__10/20/05_______Age/Grade Level:__2nd/3rd grade 
 Subject:_Social Studies___ # of Students: _16___ # of IEP Students:___0______ 

 Major content: States and State Capitols____  Unit Title:_Fifty Nifty United States  
ACTIONS—Described prior to observation 
 Goals and Objectives- 
· Students will pay attention to the song and activity in their groups.

· They will actively engage and participate in the activity.

· Students will associate a state with its capital.  

· Students will practice the song to learn their state capitals.

· Students will be formally assessed with a test over their capitals.

· Students will use other means (verbal, visual, repetition) to learn and practice their state capitals.

 Connections- 

Academic Expectation 2.19:  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply their knowledge in real-life situations.
SS-E-4.1.1:  Simple physical, political, and thematic maps, globes, charts, photographs, aerial photography, and graphs can be used to find and explain locations and display information.
The students will already be able to label all the states on a map.  Since we are working on capitals, the goal of the student is to understand that the capital of a state is contained within its borders.  This study of capitals will start our unit on state government since the capital is the core of state and local government.  Knowing the capitals of each state is also vital in geography lessons.

Context- 
This lesson is the beginning block for our unit on state and local government.  The students must understand that capitals are the center of local and state government before we can delve more deeply into the subject matter.  Washington DC is also included as our nation’s capital because government on a national level will be addressed later.  The students are going to be working together in groups so this will help them with their cooperation skills.  For students who need to just sit down and memorize the capitals this activity may not be the best, but can be adapted to their needs as well by providing quiet time at the end of the lesson for these students to sit at their desks and look over the map.  This time can also serve to calm down the students before moving on to the next activity.   

 Resources- 
· CD of the song “Nifty Fifty United States and Capitals”

· CD player

· Sheet including lyrics to the song

· Various props that students will use to represent different states

· Map for assessment

· Other resources to help students learn capitals (as needed)

 Procedures-

Time: 20-60 minutes (depending on time allotted for practice) 
1. Students will divide into 8 even groups (should be pairs, but for larger classrooms it could be larger)

2. Students will sit in a circle on the floor criss-cross applesauce with their partner (You could pick their partners based on academic strength, etc. or let the students pick their own partners.)

3. The teacher will start the class by talking about the place in which everyone lives.  The teacher would ask the students what state they live in to start the conversation on a local level.  

4. The teacher will help the conversation head toward an even more local level by asking questions about the city in which they live.  Example questions are as follows:

· What city do we live in?

· Is this the capital of our state?

· Does the biggest city in the state have to be the capital?

· What is our state capital?

· How could we remember that this is the capital of our state in the future?

5. The teacher will now explain to the class that every state has a capital and that Washington DC is the capital of our country.  The capital is unique for each state and is the center of the state and local government.

6. The teacher will instruct the students that they are going to learn a song to help them learn the names of the capitals for all 50 states of the United States of America.

7. The teacher or a student will pass out a sheet with the lyrics of the song to the students and the teacher will ask them to try to follow along with the song while it is being played on CD.

8. The teacher will play the song 1 time through and ask the students how many state capitals they recognize and ask them to listen for the name of the capital of the state they were born in.  

9. The teacher will play the song one more time before dividing up the song to the groups.  

10. The teacher will now divide up the 8 stanzas between the groups and give them 5-10 minutes to work on the information and learn the stanza.

11. The group will come back together after practicing and try to put the song together as a group with the teacher as the leader. (This is better than the CD because the teacher can control the speed.)  Make sure the children still have their lyric sheets as a reminder, but are not looking off of them the whole time.

12. After trying the song 2 times as a class, the teacher will instruct the students to find something in the classroom that represents a state from their stanza to make into a musical instrument. (Ex: bell for Pennsylvania-liberty bell, sand for Arizona)

13. Give the students another 5-10 minutes to pick out what they are going to use.

14. Try the song 1-2 more times with their musical instruments and have the students explain why they chose what they did.  

15. Talk about each thing if you think it will help them remember (optional)

16. Give the students 5-10 minutes of quiet time at their seats to independently study the map, song, or list you have provided with the capital names on them.

17. Play the song quietly in the background or some other music to help them calm down before the next activity.

18. Give the students recognition for being so creative and hardworking.

19. Send them home with a copy of the song lyrics and the map to practice.

20. For further learning you could switch up stanzas throughout the week until they learn them all. (Optional)

 Student Assessment- 

· Students will be tested over their capitals by filling them in on a map.

· Each state will be labeled and the star will indicate the capital with a line to fill in the name.

· Students with disabilities will be adapted for with things such as word banks, etc.

Assessment obtained at: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/label/capitals/ 

Given to the students as another resource to study from.
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http://www.50states.com/cap.htm 

 REFINEMENT- Prepared after the lesson and the post observation conference.

 

IMPACT—Prepared after the lesson and post-observation conference

 Reflection/Analysis of Teaching and Learning- 
Discuss student progress in relation to the sated objectives (i.e., what they learning with indicators of achievement.)  Discuss success of instruction as it relates to assessment of student progress.  Include three student samples (high, average, low) and an analysis of their performance based on assessment results. 

 
REFINEMENT—Prepared after the lesson and post-observation conference

 Lesson Extension/Follow up:  
Based on your reflection, discuss plans for subsequent lessons to reinforce and extend understanding particularly for students who did not make satisfactory progress.

 Note:  All three sections (ACTION, IMPACT AND REFINEMENT) should be included in your portfolio for review by each committee member. 
  
