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Differences between the IEP and IFSP

IEP (Part B)

1.Serves ages 3-5

2.Mandated (Free Appropriate Public Education)

3.Least restrictive environment

4.Individual developmental learning

5. Local Education Agency (LEA)

6. Exceptional Children’s Educator

7. Transition from school to work in middle school

8. Assessment in related areas to disability

9. Categorical eligibility

IFSP (Part C)
1.Serves birth-3 years

2. Discretionary

3. Services must be administered in natural environments

4. Early intervention for the family

5. State Appointed Agency

6. Service Coordinator/parent

7. Transition 90 days before third birthday

8. Assessment in all areas (multi-discipline) 

9. Non-categorical eligibility

IFSP





Must happen within 2 business days 


Identification


Referral


Schools practice child find (search out for children birth-21 with disabilities)


Every school district has at least one Admissions and Referral Committee (ARC)





Must happen within 45 days of identification


Evaluation and Assessment Planning


Child Evaluation and Assessment


Eligibility Determination


Planning for Initial IFSP Meeting


Initial IFSP Meeting


Assessments must take place in natural environments.  Families must be involved in all aspects of determining the family goals with the service coordinator from a state approved agency.  Child does not need to have a category to be eligible for services.  





Ongoing process


Implementation of the IFSP 


The services may be paid for by the educational service provider or by the parents (discretionary).  The services must be given to the student in natural settings or environments.





Every six months


Review and evaluation of the IFSP according to family goals


Service coordinator must document changes or accomplishments.





90+ days before the child’s third birthday


Transitional plan to the IEP


Students will begin to transition to the IEP 90 days before their third birthday.  This will be a big change to their services because the parent no longer is the final say.  The family is now just a part of the decision making process and the goals no longer focus on the family, but more on the student.








IEP





Identification


Schools must practice “Child Find” to identify students with possible disabilities.  From referral to eligibility determination there is no set time frame.  The law states that these processes must happen in a reasonable time frame.  There is no definition of what a reasonable time frame is, but it is much longer than the time frame for the IFSP.





Evaluation


The child is evaluated in any area that they are suspected to have a disability in.  This evaluation will help to place the student in the educational setting that they will benefit the most from.  





Eligibility


Child is classified as “child with a disability” if IDEA classifies their evaluation results as such.  Once the child is found to be eligible, the IEP team must meet within 30 days to write an IEP for the student.





IEP


Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting is held and the IEP is written.  The IEP team is composed of parents along with educators.  If the parents do not agree with the services set forth, they can file a complaint and may request a due process hearing to get mediation.





Services


The school must provide all the services that are laid forth by the IEP and make sure the student is receiving the services.  





Reviewed


The IEP for each student is reviewed annually and revised based on progress.





Reevaluation


The child is reevaluated every 3 years as needed.  Some students do not need this so this step does not apply.
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