Kelly Howard

Pathway I:  Admit to Teacher Education Portfolio

Kentucky New Teacher Standard I: Rationale 

Over the course of my first 2 years at Bellarmine, I have consistently been developing lesson plans.  Due to this I feel that I have met Standard I that states, “The teacher designs/plans instruction and learning climates that develop student abilities to use communication skills, apply core concepts, become self-sufficient individuals, become responsible team members, think and solve problems, and integrate knowledge.” I have met many of the criteria for the standard and feel that once I am in a classroom of my own the other elements of the standard will be attainable.  

I have focused instruction on one or more of Kentucky's student academic expectations by utilizing the area entitled “Connections” on the KTIP lesson plan format with standards taken from the Kentucky Learning Goals and Academic Expectations in both pieces of evidence below.  I have also developed the student's ability to apply knowledge, skills, and thinking processes by presenting them with critical questions during lesson discussion and introduction as exemplified in evidence 1.  I have integrated skills, thinking processes, and content across disciplines by incorporating more than one subject into the lessons as in evidence II. In both sets of evidence I proposed learning experiences that challenge, motivate, and actively involve the learner, such as the experiment with snow in evidence II.  I continually propose learning experiences that are developmentally appropriate for learners by including a grade or grades that the lesson would be suitable for in every lesson.  I try to describe experiences for multiple levels of complexity to accommodate students at different levels of performance by pairing students who understand the information better with those who do not so that they can help the students learn.  This is evident in evidence II with the partnering of students.  I have also incorporated strategies that address physical, social, and cultural diversity and shows sensitivity to differences in my lessons by giving alterations for students who have different abilities than others in the classroom.  I do not talk about classroom environment in either piece of evidence because I know I will have a positive nurturing learning environment in my classroom, but I do not know what the physical classroom environment will be yet.  I have also included creative and appropriate uses of technology as a tool to enhance student learning by utilizing the song from Animaniacs, which I had on CD and found lyrics for on the Internet, in evidence I. I also included appropriate assessment strategies and processes in the student assessment portion of the KTIP lesson plan format with various activities from tests to class discussions in both pieces of evidence.  I do not include school or community resources because these resources will differ from school to school or community to community depending upon where I teach and funding.  I do however attempt to include learning experiences that encourage students to be adaptable, flexible, resourceful, and creative by letting them explore things on their own as exemplified in the “Discovering Snowflakes” lesson or to make personal decisions about the instruments they chose to play in evidence I submitted.

