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Dear ladies,
A new LCI year has started. We have still the wonderful conference of Heidelberg in our minds. The conference committee did a great job and we all thank them for that. The new committee is busy preparing the next conference in Oulu Finland. And so the circle is completed again. But in between al over the world circlers are working for our organisation and are living the motto of FRIENDSHIP and SERVICE. The LCI board will do whatever she can to help you and to support you. 

In the coming year we will work on the rules and guidelines, updating them to make circling easier instead of complicating it. 

E-mail has simplified our direct communication. But still the message is important and the way we write it down.   Communication is a two way street. Interaction is important.

I hope that you take the opportunity to get in touch with circlers all over the world. 

The LCI website will be renewed, thanks to the sponsorship of Professor Karl Kohl of the University of Heidelberg. I hope that the results will be soon available. Until then LCI will be still on www.LadiesCircle.com Membership is a constant point of attention. Look at what you have and then at what you need. Don’t be afraid of stepping out of your safe circle and go for the surprising. New impulse is necessary.

I had the pleasure to attend the charter of LC 40 Ostfriesland in Germany, the partner circle of my own circle LC 40 Voorne. It is great to attend a charter as the enthusiasm of a new circle stimulates.

I am very happy and proud to charter on November 10th LC Madagascar 1 and 2. 

In Lithuania, Russia, Mauritius and Venezuela circles are starting. 

MAKE THE DIFFERENCE is my motto, accompanied by the ladybird, as I am convinced that service clubs like Ladies’ Circle can make the difference not only for your fellow-circlers, but also for all the people in need. On every level we can make the difference. The little ladybird is a symbol for that as this little insect makes the difference to the growing of plants in the garden.
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What we saw happening in the USA has shocked us and has terrified us. Every year things happen which shake our confidence. But in these situations we can make the difference by believing in the good and doing good. 

I hope to hear from you.

Let’s MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!

Yours in friendship and service,

Veronique Stern
LCI president 2001-2002
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With the motto “Lose your heart to Heidelberg” LC Germany invited the circlers from all over the world. – And they did come: About 760 Ladies and guests from 26 nations arrived in Heidelberg to enjoy some days full of friendship, laughter, meetings, sightseeing tours, wonderful parties and hot temperatures!

The different “stations” for the circlers were lovely places: The “Holy-Ghost-Church” for welcome-ceremony, the “Tiefburg”, an old castle, for welcome-party, the old city hall for the AGM, the “houses of student-unions” for the 
home-parties and the congress-centre “Rosengarten” in Mannheim for the gala dinner. Every place was really just the right and the food, the music and the decoration was absolutely great. Now there are indeed a lot of “lost hearts” in Heidelberg…!

I think, Gundi Keller, the chairman of the organisation committee, the committee members and all the other helping hands can be more than proud of their hard work! Thank you so much!!!

The new elected LCI-Charity Project 2001-2003 is a project against Children’s  Malnutrition at University-Teaching-Hospital Lusaka, Zambia.

The old LCI-Charity-Project 1999-2001, the Sushma Koirala Memorial Hospital in Nepal was finished with an excellent result of benefit of more than 51.000 GBP. A very warm “Thank You” to LC 15 Munich for that!

Once again, the LCI-conference was the highlight of the “Ladies’ Year”. Together we are strong and we will “make the difference”!

And everybody is looking forward to meeting again next year in Oulu, Finland…and then in Malta…and then in Rumania…

Hope to see all of you again,

Lots of love,

In friendship

Gitta Kestel

President of LC Germany


Heidelberg was my second AGM and can honestly say I felt so 'at home' with all the ladies - the ambience created was perfect - Gundi impressed me to no end - she was calm, collected, composed- I thought to myself - wow...I'm sure I won't be a 'Gundi' at the Malta Conference in 2003 - Well done Gundi, Hilde and of course all the other ladies.

The emotions this AGM ran high - what with the elections of the various posts on the board - with the Good-bye’s with the Welcomes - with Sandrine from Madagascar, with the presentation of the charity projects, with Prof.  Pape.....many a tears where shed by all.  Until of course on the night of the 'house parties' a group of us, Germany, Cyprus, Iceland, France and Malta were told we were too old to go to a disco....what a slap to our ego.....what a laugh.....finding a taxi driver with my mother’s maiden surname.....I can truly say the AGM2001 in Heidelberg was truly memorable.

In the meantime, life goes on....sadly after the September tragedy in New  York and the continuous battle in the Middle East, my mind goes to Charlotte and the USA ladies and to Aviva and Rikki from Israel...... We that have never had any home conflicts cannot understand your situations, we can only pray for you... and this I promise we did at our meeting in Malta... we wish you well.

Ironically we are working hard to make the Malta AGM in 2003 fun - our brains storming for original ideas, which we have a few up our sleeves, but still need to work out the feasibility.  Start saving Ladies.....we want as many of you in Malta as possible so that  we can 'Festa Flimkien'..."Lets Party Together"

Anna Tabone

IPP Ladies Circle Malta

Chairperson for 2003 Conference
It has been a month since Ladies Circle Zambia scooped the charity project for the next two years - Thanks to all of you.

For those who might not be familiar with our project - it is a ward for malnourished children in our University Teaching Hospital. The death rate in this ward fluctuates between five and seven a day.

Making donations of medicines and food to the ward is not the solution, what we intend doing is to target the community where these children come from.

We feel if we set up a project in the compound where most of these children hail from, we will be getting to the root of the problem. So we have identified a compound called Misisi and we have also identified a house which will be turned into a Clubhouse for the mothers, health workers, social workers and us to meet to learn, to teach and to share the most valued in formation and ideas necessary to help these women learn to look after their children properly.  We also intend to refurbish the ward itself. Mothers in the ward are responsible for the vegetable garden just behind the ward, we hope to increase the capacity of the output of vegetables so that as the mothers are learning techniques of gardening, more children are benefiting it.

Just today we made a donation of various medicines, foodstuffs, disinfectants and clothing amounting to BPS400, this is a drop in the ocean but we intend doing more as soon as the Charity Project money is made available.

With support from all of you, we intend to make a difference at this project. 

Julie M Mweemba
President,  LC Zambia
During the AGM of Ladies’ Circle Germany in Dresden I was happy to welcome Iwona Lubinska from LC 1 Gdansk/Poland as our international guest.  We hoped to give Iwona an impression of our way to have an AGM and thus to provide her with more experience for building up a national board in Poland.

Here you see Iwona and me standing in front of the picturesque castle of Schloss Albrechtsberg in Dresden.

Jutta Hapke-Spang
IPP LC Germany
The Motto – Friendship & Service  - A Motto that was put into practice in every sense of the word, when Ladies Circle and Round Table International were instrumental in making a dream come true!!

This dream has its origins 42 years ago when the Reimer family was tragically  split up when their parents lost their lives in WW II. This young family of five siblings was left orphaned  & homeless as history unfolded between East & West Germany.  In later years Jurgen Reimer and one of his brothers fled to West Germany, while the rest of the siblings – a brother and two sisters stayed behind the iron curtain in the East. When Jurgen was 21 he decided to immigrate to Africa and lived his life in Rhodesia, Beira and finally Louis Trichardt – South Africa. Jurgen had lost contact with his family – who after trying to trace him feared and believed he had died.

Tanja Veldman (nee Reimer) -  Jurgen's daughter,  had a dream  - to find Jurgens family and in so doing her own roots – a dream so important to her that she decided to become proactive  and  documented relevant information about Jurgen's siblings and parents. Tanja felt compelled to join Ladies Circle  4 Louis Trichardt to live out another important issue  - being of SERVICE to the community! Little did she know that this step was the next step in making her dream a reality!!

What excitement when the  discussions & plans of  attending  the LCI AGM in 

Heidelberg  reached a crescendo. The fundraising by all the amazing circlers of LC4  SA, to ensure that the club could pay for our registration. 

Jutta Hapke-Spang PP LC Germany and a member of  LC 18 Dresden,  sent us the letter of invitation required by the Germany Embassy for  the issue of our visas.

So Lodene, Sandy, Lee &Tanja  LC4 SA  set off for Germany on 17 August 2001 Off  to RT66 Mainz where  Christian and Gisela our host, introduced Tanja to a fellow tabler -  Matthias – a lawyer. Matteus had no sooner heard about Tanja’s dream and taken the information she had with her when in Heidelberg,  we received news that Tanja’s aunts and uncles –Jurgern's brothers & sisters  had contacted him and after more than 40 years they spoken on the phone!!. Thank-you Matthias for the part you played in the unfolding of this dream!  

So, after a fantastic AGM & conference it’s off  to LC30 Nurnberg and LC15  Munich.  Further contact has been made as we drive around Munich  with Birgit, Tanja’s step- cousin Marco has contacted her –We discover that the family lives in Dresden – Jutta’s hometown. Jutta will meet Tanja in Dresden and being a professional translator will facilitate the meeting of her family!! Tanja has nothing to fear she is  in the capable hands of a circler – a friend for life.

Tanja’s dream had come true – a family had been reunited and two wonderful  service organizations - Ladies Circle and Round Table, and the tablers and circlers involved   felt so privileged to have played a role.

We all had a fantastic time both in Germany and with Ruth LC1  Austria and cannot express our thanks enough to all who hosted and entertained us. To our own ladies of LC 4 Louis Trichardt, South Africa – thank-you for all the fundraising – for sending us off so cheerfully, you can be rest assured that we will work as hard to afford someone  else the privilege of attending an AGM and making many friends in the process.

Thank-you Ladies Circle International for the privilege of  being members – for making a motto not just empty  words but a meaningful reality!

Lodene,Sandy, Lee & Tanja. 
LC4 Louis Trichardt South Africa.

A happy Swedish receiver of 
the LCI Travel Fund.
The train to Stockholm is leaving at five o’clock.  The flight to Frankfurt goes over Amsterdam. Frankfurt, Guten Tag! I realise I have to get off in Mannheim, where my hotel is, and do the registration in Heidelberg later. If I should make it to the opening Ceremony. I phone the info-line and they say a nice young man will pick us up at six o’clock and drive us to Heidelberg. 

We are not that late so we just miss half the ceremony. I will never forget the colours of all the customs from all over the world. After the ceremony busses will take us to the Welcome Party at Tiefburg.  I will remember the heat, the food, the customs, the place itself, the ladies from Zambia dancing.

Friday morning, the day for the Annual General Meeting in Kongresshaus, Stadthalle in Heidelberg. Don’t forget your hat! I was impressed by the calmness of the board and of the presentations of those elected and also the presentations of the charity projects. 

Homeparty night. A lovely situated student house in the hills above Heidelberg. A warm and joyful evening.  The next day I had registered myself for the shopping and beauty tour of Mannheim. During this tour Elena Riegelsberger was taking care of us. It was a marvellous tour. 

Saturday evening and gala dinner! What a dinner! Spectacular! 

Thank you so much for some great days in my life and Auf Wiedersehen! 

Vibeke Sjögren Ottosson, 
LC-139, Ljusdal-Delsbo

As a recipient of the LC International travel grant, I had this opportunity to attend the LC international conference at Heidelberg. I finally landed up at H’berg on the 23rd to be received warmly by Barbara from Mosbach Germany who took us to our hotel, Astron.

Well soon it was evening and it was the most wonderful inauguration one could have witnessed, over 600 delegates in their colourful national attire gracing the function at the Spirit of the Holy Ghost Church. I had this unique chance of meeting circlers all over the world and we were instant friends. It marked the beginning of one great trip.

Now we meant business, the Agm session began…..to give it lighter touch we had a hat contest happening. The biggest hat, the smallest one, a fish bowl hat, name it and we had it!

Crisp and neat Agm session. South Africa won the international charity grant and was wonderful to know that they will make the difference to their world. 

 Our proud moment came when our circler Ashwini Surendar from Ladies Circle India was elected as Vice President International, another moving moment. The tour of Heildelberg was splendid and we enjoyed walking around the historic town.

Attending this conference gave me the unique opportunity of making friends from Iceland, France, Poland, Greece, Netherlands, GB&I, Germany, (how can I forget friends Gitta and Anette, Elena,  Barbara). 

Thank you members of LC International,  and dear Elena Riegelsberger, for all their help to make my trip happen. But all of them have to take the responsibility  of making me heartless……

For I lost my heart out to Heidelberg!!!

Sunitha Vivek
Ladies Circle 16, India

8 Ladies from LC 7 Stavanger, Norway were lucky enough to be supported with money to attend the LCI conference in Heidelberg 2001. 

We changed into our national costumes for the opening ceremony in the very impressive old church, Heilig-Geist-Kirche in the Old City of Heidelberg.  We received lots of admiring looks from by-passers as we marched to the church and back to the buses!

After, there was the lovely welcome-party in the old ruins of Tiefburg.  Great band and live music, nice buffet and very cheerful atmosphere! For us from “up north”, it was very hot with our national costumes in 30 degrees!

Friday was the day for the AGM in Stadthalle, a truly wonderful building. 

We walked through the old city and climbed the approx.350 steps up to the castle, Schloss Heidelberg.  A fantastic view of the city and surroundings. 

Back to the hotel to get dressed for the home-parties at 5 different student homes.  Nice atmosphere, buffet, dancing and singing ladies.  We all got to know quite well 2 of the theme songs of the conference- “we’ve lost out hearts to Heidelberg” and “would you be my girl”.  

Saturday was for the different tours.  2 of us had not booked in advance, so we went off on to own a boat-trip along the Neckar river. The 4-castle city of Neckarsteinach was very picturesque.  The gardens of Dilsberg were beautiful, and the sight-seeing of the old ruins + lunch was very pleasant and charming.

The gala dinner was held in the fantastic Rosengarten in Mannheim.  We were all very impressed with this arrangement: the size of the hall, the beautiful decorations, tasty food, and again-the music was superb!

Good luck to our new president!!

The brunch on Sunday was a good ending of 3 days of joyful happenings.

We look back upon some fantastic and busy days. We are grateful for being members of an organisation like LCI, and having the unique opportunity to participate in international event of different kinds. And year—we did lose our hearts to Heidelberg!!.

Tone Bekink Hanan 
Ragnhild M. Nasr

The Indians had their Smoke Signals 
The Zulus had their Talking Drums 
Milton and Shakespeare waxed eloquent
About the joy in love’s eager crumbs. 

But mine is not a lofty podium 
Words don’t flow like honey from my pen  
Mine is the truly privileged task 
Of recording the selfless deeds of inspired women.

To these humble pages I shall consign
The sweat and toil of a multitude  
Here will stand an indelible record 
For humanity to show its gratitude. 

Ashwini Surendar 
Vice President – LC International

1. Charter of LC – 40 Germany – 
Sept 2001. 

2. Recharter of LC – 52 Troms – Norway – Sept 2001. 

3. Charter of LC – 4 Seattle / Tacoma  - U.S.A. Oct – 6th 2001 

4. Charter of LC – 15 Slatina Romania – 20th Oct 2001.

5. Charter of LC Mulhouse France – 20th Oct 2001. 

6. Charter of LC – 45 Sigmaringen – Germany  2 – 4th  Nov  2001. 

7. A Special afternoon to meet nationally – LC Cyprus – 10 Nov 2001. 

8. 10th Charter Anniversary – LC Austria – Oct 2001. 

9. Charter of Poona Cosmopolitan LC – India – Nov 2001. 

10. Charter of LC - 1  & LC – 2 Madagascar – 10th Nov 2001. 

11. OULU, Finland - LCI AGM 22 – 25 Aug 2002.


President : Veronique Stern Netherlands

I.P.P. : Susanne Noerager Denmark.  
Vice President : Ashwini Surendar India. 

Secretary : Niina Hamalainen  Finland 

Treasurer : Dagny Leifsdottir   Iceland 

Please look us up at www.ladiescircle.com for further information. 
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A Dream Come True





LCI Travel Grant Helped 3 countries attend the Heidelberg  Conference 





LC India receives Travel Grant





Proud Receivers of Travel Grant-LC Norway





EDITORS   NOTE 





Extensions and Special Events in LCI 





Your LCI Board 2001 – 2002 





CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 


Next issue of the LCI  Newsletter will appear in December 2001.  Send your articles and Photographs before : the 1st of December 2001.
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