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Suggested Interview Questions

Designed for Interviewer and back-ups

Interviewee: _________________________________

Date: ____________________

Instructions to Interviewer: 

This handout is just a rough guide about how the interview should be carried out and how the questions should be directed at the interviewee. There is no need to follow the order of the questions, so please try to change the questions (rephrase, change words) to suit the flow of the interview. 
Instructions to back-ups: 

Please respect the interviewee and ask clarification questions when the interview is going on. Keep an open mind and accept any answers, even if they do not really make sense.

1. From your personal point of view, do you think that teenagers nowadays are reading enough for their personal / school needs? Why?
Suggested prompts: If asked for clarification of “reading materials”, keep it general by listing many examples: books, useful magazines, newspapers, etc. Add on if you can think of others. Also, remember to use the words “meaningful” or “educational” before the reading materials!
2. Specifically, what type of fictional books do you think most teenagers nowadays are more interested in? Why?
Suggested prompts: “Specifically” means the types of books, but not titles of books. If titles are mentioned, bring the interview back on track using, “Instead of specific book titles, perhaps we can have a comment in broader categories such as horror, adventures, romance, etc.” 
3. What type of non-fictional books do you think most teenagers are more interested in? Why?
Suggested prompts: Quite similar to the question above. If asked for clarifying of “type”, please list examples such as computer, autobiographies, biographies, etc. If that is still not specific enough, list on further: computer programming, multimedia and designing, historical accounts… etc.
4. What do you think is the most possible reason for the lack of reading in teenagers? (Be it dislike, time constraint or poverty, just wait for the reason) Why?
Suggested prompts: Press on for further questions regarding the answer at that time. Try to probe into the responses further and not just on the surface!
5. What do you think are the consequences of the lack of reading? Why?
Suggested prompts: Press on for further questions regarding the answer at that time. Try to probe into the responses further and not just on the surface!
6. Do you feel that the school environment is a contributing factor in the reading habits of teenagers?

Suggested prompts: If the response is “YES”, ask for an example. If “NO”, then ask for other contributing factors and examples of them.
7. What do you think are the things teenagers enjoy doing other than reading?

Suggested prompts: If the response is something like “gaming”, comment on the advantage of that aspect. (Eg: Gaming improves Hand-eye-coordination. Other than gaming, do you think there are any other things teenagers can do in their free time that could attribute positively to their reading habits?)  If yes, ask how.
8. Do you think that book prices are too expensive nowadays? Do you feel that this is also the most potential cause of teenagers lacking reading?

Suggested prompts: If the response is “YES”, then ask “what should the prices be instead to make the book affordable?” If the response is “NO”, then ask “about how much is an acceptable book cost?” A range is accepted.
9. What types of reading materials are the most useful for educational purposes in your opinion? 
Suggested prompts: The most probable response should be “books”. If other responses are received, ask why. Other acceptable responses: Encyclopedias, Newspapers.
End of Interview. Please thank and greet goodbye to the interviewee.
