Secondary 1C

Research Education Group 4

Interview Response
Interviewee: Mr Jai Singh
Date: 3rd July 2006
1. From your personal point of view, do you think that teenagers nowadays are reading enough for their personal / school needs? Why?
No, I think they should be reading more books. I think most of them, whenever they are free, they play computer games and do other things other than read. I suppose it is their lifestyle — they seem to be reading less, or reading those things that are rather like magazines, etc. However, they are generally not reading enough. 
2. Specifically, what type of fictional books do you think most teenagers nowadays are more interested in? Why?
Mainly the ‘lighter’ ones, those that are more understandable, not “heavy literature”. They prefer short stories, mainly ghost stories, fantasy stories. If you look at some of those literature books, they often contain many pages (very thick), and the lifestyle that we have now that is so fast-paced, that is why some of them read more short stories, and other things like that. Of course that doesn’t mean all teenagers do that. I see students reading thick fantasy books, so they are exceptions.
3. What type of non-fictional books do you think most teenagers are more interested in? Why?
Mainly the sports type… I would not give an exact opinion on that because I have not done a survey on them. But general impression — it is more like sports, fashion. They choose books that cater to their lifestyle.

4. What do you think is the most possible reason for the lack of reading in teenagers? (Be it dislike, time constraint or poverty, just wait for the reason) Why?
It’s not that teenagers cannot afford to buy books, because they have sufficient libraries —many schools have libraries for students to borrow books from. The main thing is that their lifestyle is very fast-paced, and they may find reading rather uninteresting, so they rather be involved in other things than to read. Also, the concern is that now, if teenagers are encouraged by their parents to read, and also if they have sufficient books to read at home, then they get the habit of reading since young. If they are encouraged to read from young, or they are exposed to books, then I suppose they will “catch-up” within a bit. 
5. What do you think are the consequences of the lack of reading? Why?
One problem will be that if we emphasize on the Sciences we are living… We may be very practical, but there are finer things in life, so called the ‘humanities’, the humane feelings. I think teenagers may be deprived of it. Although maybe highly educated, but they may not be “culturally equipped”. So there’s the danger of being “culturally-illiterate”. Usually most of the literature books deal with human beings, the story usually revolves around a human being. So by reading through that, you also get to know how humans interact with each other. You will have a better understanding of human beings. Then you can better relate with fellow human beings.

6. Do you feel that the school environment is a contributing factor in the reading habits of teenagers?

The school environment does encourage reading. What I’m afraid is the lifestyle of teenagers that make them unable to read. Even if you give them titles of books to read, they cannot, because they stay in school for CCA until late in the evening, then by the time they return home they are busy with their homework, rather than try reading. During the free time they have, they will prefer to do other things like playing computer games. But there are exceptions — students who like to read. I’ve seen them reading in the MRT, libraries and many other places.

7. What do you think are the things teenagers enjoy doing other than reading?

The general impression I have is that they devote time to computer games, hang around with their friends and play sports and attend CCAs.

8. Do you think that book prices are too expensive nowadays? Do you feel that this is also the most potential cause of teenagers lacking reading?

The books may be a little expensive, but teenagers need not buy them. They can always borrow them from the libraries, and usually most libraries, like the one in RI, are well-stocked. Also, the national library provides many books for teenagers to choose from. 

9. What types of reading materials are the most useful for educational purposes in your opinion? 
This is very “prescriptive”, so what I suggest is that teenagers do not just read a particular kind of book, instead they should read a variety of books. The books will help a lot in their language, their expression. I think they will be better people in the long run, as the books will boost their literacy and language skills.
End of Interview. Please thank and greet goodbye to the interviewee.
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