2004 Geograhical Expansion likely Questions

1. Identify the characteristic differences between the Scramana 6th century B.C. India and the Brahmana of the day.

2. What in you view were the most critical factors that account for the rapid spread of Buddhism during the Buddha’s lifetime.

3. Drawing on evidence from the early Pali text and archeological remains, discuss Asoka’s contribution to Buddhism.

4. “Arahant Mahinda made the critical difference to the success or failure of the First Buddhist mission to convert early Sri Lanka.” Discuss.

5. Examine the role played by Mahavihara in preserving Theravada teachings in Sri Lanka.

- rivalry between Mahavihara and Abhayagiri contributed to the rise of Buddhism in Sri Lanka.

6. What was the contribution of the pagan empire to the consolidation and expansion of Theravadin Buddhism in Myanmar in 11th to 13th century B.C.

7. “The Mons of mainland S.E.Asia were the unsung heroes who were critical in spreading Theravada Buddhism to their neigbhours between 11th to 14th century A.D.” Discuss the validity of this observation.

8. Refer to at least two milestone events and show how the religious interaction between Sri Lanka and S.E. Asian countries had been critical to the expansion and consolidation of Theravadin Buddhism in the two regions.

9. Discuss the role played by Sukhotai in propagating Theravadin Buddhism in the 13th to 14th century Thailand.

10.  Write short notes on four of the following:

a) Mahasangita

b) Kancipuram

c) Moggaliputtatissa

d) Dhammacheti

e) Abhayagiri

f) Fa-Nguin

g) Jayawarman

