DIPLOMA COURSE IN BUDDHIST STUDIES

MODULE 2 : DOCTRINAL INTERPRETATIONS IN ABHIDHAMMA

Answer five questions only



                                    Time: Three hours

1. “Abhidhamma is an outcome of the attempt to systematize early Buddhist teachings.” How far do you agree with this statement?

2. What is meant by “Dhamma theory”? Describe the distinguished characteristics of Theravada version of Dhamma theory.

3. “Everything exists always.” Elucidate this Sarvastivadin thesis, point out how they prove their view and how the Theravadins react on that issue.

4. Examine the factors which led to the emergence of a dichotomy of reality into Sammuti and Paramattha.

5. Give an account of the Theravada theory of moment.

6. Explain how the Theravadins analyse matter into twenty-eight Dhammas and briefly examine the nature of material Dhammas.

7. Point out the different classification of Citta and clarify the inter-depending nature of Citta and Cetasikas.

8. Explain the different stages of thought process as pointed out by the Theravadins.

9. Give a brief exposition of the four ultimate categories in Thervada Abhidhamma.

10. How do you define Nibbana with special reference to Abhidhamma?

