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ANATTA

- the last of the three characteristics. Like the teachings of the Four Noble Truths, it is the teaching peculiar to the Buddhas (buddhanam samakkamsikā dhamma desānā. M.l, 380).

Anatta consists of the negative prefix an plus attā (Vedic Atman). There are two Pali form of the words, namely attā (attanā) and atta (attena). Neither form seems to be used in the plural in the Tipitaka.

In the texts and the commentaries the words attā and atta are used in several senses:

(1) chiefly meaning "one self' or "one's own" e.g. attahitāya patipanno no parahitaya (acting on one's own interest, not on the interest of others) or attanā va katam sādhu (what is done by one's own self is good);

(2) meaning "one's own person", the personality, including both body and mind, e.g. in attabhāva (life), atta patilābha (birth in some form of life);

(3) self, as a subtle metaphysical entity, "soul", e.g. atthi me atta (do I have a "soul"), suññam idam attena vā attanivena vā attanivena vā (this is void of a "self"), etc.

It is the third meaning that we are here concerned, the entity that is conceived and sought and made the subject of a certain class of view called in early Buddhist texts, attaditthi attānuditthi (self views or heresy of self) and attagāha (misconception regarding self). In most systems of religious philosophy the question of the nature of man and his destiny centers largely in the doctrine of the soul, which has been variously defined. Some call it the principle of thought and action in man or that, which thinks, wills and feels, knows and sees and, also, that which appropriate and owns.
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