DIPLOMA COURSE IN BUDDHIST STUDIES

MODULE 1: FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES OF EARLY BUDDHISM

Answer five questions only                                                   Time : Three Hours

1. What is Early Buddhism? What scriptural sources should we use in understanding early Buddhist teachings?

2. Buddhism arose as a critical response to mutual conflict between Sassatavada and Ucchedavada. – Discuss.

3. As a religion Buddhism is concerned only with the problem of suffering and then need to eliminate it. – Discuss.

4. Describe the doctrine of Dependent Origination (paticca - samuppada) and explain how it can be called the “Middle Doctrine”.

5. Describe the Noble Eightfold Path and explain why it is called the Middle Path.

6. Elucidate the Buddhist teaching on the Three Signs of Sentient Existence (tilakkhana).

7. Describe the Buddhist teaching relating to the First Noble Truth and explain why it is said: “in brief the five aggregates of grasping are suffering”?

8. Describe the main features of the Buddhist analysis of mind.

9. Discuss the Buddhist teaching on the theory and practice of moral life.

10.  Explain the Buddhist teaching relating to Nibbana as the final goal of religious life.

