Lecture 11

IMPACT OF SPREAD OF BUDDHISM TO SL SOCIETY
Arahant Mahinda brought not just Buddhism to SL but also Asokan Indian culture:

· Art and architecture – Mahinda was probably the most cultured, most widely-traveled and best informed man in the SL court of the day. Lived in large cities like Pataliputra, seen great monasteries like Asokarama (built by his father) and Cetiyagiri (modern Sanchi, built by his mother). 

There seemed to be few buildings in Anuradhapura during Devanampiya Tissa’s time. Perhaps building materials and experienced architects were lacking. King could not, for instance, find a suitable house as residence for Mahina. Hurriedly built a house of mud and dried it with “touch fire”. As a result of drying method, walls became dark and house came to be called Kalapasada-parivena (Dark Residence). No large halls in the Palace even– King had to use the hall of the State Elephant to accommodate huge crowd which wanted to hear Dhamma talk by Mahinda. When crowd size got too big, they adjourned to Nandana garden! 

After Mahinda’s arrival, people began to construct higher storied houses. Massive buildings like the Lohapasada began to rise in SL. Archeological discoveries today date back to period after Mahinda’s arrival.

· Writing and scripts (letters) – Before Mahina, there is no reference to any literary activities, nor have any inscriptions before the 3rd century BC been discovered so far. Mahinda introd system of writing called the Brahmin scripts. (Modern Sinhalese script evolved from that.) With help of these scripts, Mahinda wrote Sihalattha katha (language of Sinhalese commentary) probably to explain doctrine and suttas. All of them are now lost. (Ven Buddhaghosa of a later century said to have been responsible. He had all Sihalattha katha translated into Pali. It was said that after that all the Sihalattha katha books and manuscripts were collected and burnt. Not a single one has since been found.)

· Sculpture – Some archeologists believed that the first statues of the Buddha were carved during period when Mahinda was in SL. Although more widely believed is that the first Buddha statues were made in 1st AD during Kanishka’s reign.

· Agriculture and irrigation – system of irrigation at Anuradhapura introd by engineers from North India. Huge tanks constructed.

· 18 types of craftsmen accompanied Sanghamitta to SL.

Buddhism flourished very well in SL. Started from Central province and spread throughout the Island. Peaceful time. Mahavihara became the central of Buddhism in the Theravadan world.

Chronicles have credited Mahinda and the introduction of Buddhism for SL’s latter progress and have even suggested that the latter would not have been possible without the former.

