Lecture 16/17

RELATIONS BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND MYANMAR

Anuwratha and Vijayabahu I

SL Buddhism was in decline during much of the 11th century AD following Chola invasion in 1017 AD. According to Culavamsa, there were so few monks that it was not possible for Vijayabahu I to convene a chapter of 5 monks to re-est valid ordination. He asked Anuwratha in 1071 AD to send higher ordained Burmese monks to SL. Evidently, Pagan at that point was a much-respected centre of Theravadan Buddhism. Anuwratha sent 20 monks (Cullavamsa).


Anuwratha learnt of sacred tooth relic in SL (brought there in 4th century AD from Kalinga). Wanted it. Sent emissaries with gifts to SL and asked for it (evident of good relations between SL and Pagan for him to be so presumptious). Vijayabahu sent a copy to him. When Anuwratha found out that he was tricked, he prepared for war. Changed mind upon learning of existence of authentic Tipitakas in SL. Again sent emissaries to ask for them. Vijayabahu obliged this time.


Shin Arahan and King personally examined newly-arrived Tipitaka from SL. Were convinced of their authenticity. Note: Sending of copies of Tipitaka from SL to Pagan and purification of Sinhalese Snagha with help of Burmese monks clearly reflected close and mutually beneficial religious intercourse.

Alaungsithu (1113-65/67) and Parakramabahu the Great (1153-86)


Later period of Vijayabahu’s reign was very unstable and Buddhism was again neglected. 


Parakramabahu of Ruhula seized power eventually and restored order. A staunch Buddhist, for a while he maintained good relations with Pagan empire. Thriving economic relations – esp sale of Burmese elephants. 


Then over a misunderstanding, said to have been instigated by Burmese ambassador Kala then based in the SL court, relations broke down. Pagan broke off trading relations. SL retaliated by invading the kingdom. Parakramabahu even ordered: capture the Burmese king or kill him. 


Both SL and Burmese records agreed that SL was victorious. 5 SL ships survived a storm to land at modern Bassein and entered city of Ukkama (Martaban). (It was written on an SL inscription that the SL minister, Kitti Nagaragiri, credited for the victory over the Burmese, was rewarded with land, in 8th year of Parakramabahy’s reign i.e., about 1165.)


Alaungsithu sued for peace. He sent monks to SL to ask their SL counterparts to intercede with Parakramabahu and persuade him to withdraw troops. The latter agreed and relations were restored. SL got to buy as many elephants as it wanted.

Narapatisithu (1173/74-1210)

Reign saw intense religious activities – Burmese monks were educated and active in writing commentaries and teaching guide to canonical texts. Reflected keen interest in Buddhist scholastic pursuits. Also saw the development and transformation of Burmese sangha. SL role and influence was critical.


During reign of his predecessor, Narathu, several Burmese monks went to SL to stay and to study: amongst them, Uttarajiva and Chapata. The latter was ordained in Mahavihara, SL, and spent 10 years studying there. Regarding Burmese ordination as not valid, Chapata returned to Pagan accompanied by 4 other brother monks: Sivali (Bengal), Tamalinda (Cambodian prince), Ananda (Kancipura, S India) and Rahula (Sri Lanka).


Narapatisithu received them with great pomp and ceremony, because they were well-learned Theras. Subsequently established a Sima house along River Irrawaddy and requested them to perform upasampada ordination on Burmese monks who wanted to join Sihala Sangha. This was the beginning of a Sihala Sangha (SS) at Pagan. According to the Kalyani inscription, SS was established in 1181.

Split of Sihala Sangha
· Rahula left first -- fell in love with a dancing girl, disrobed and married her. King asked him to leave city. He apparently went to Malaya.

· Ananda had a falling-out with the other two over Vinaya – incident was disagreement on how to manage the King’s gift of elephants. Ananda wanted to give his share to a relative. Sivali and Tamalinda disapproved and wanted him to join them in releasing their elephants into the forest. Ananda refused. Thereafter, they conducted Uposatha separately. Ananda was isolated but he continued to have his own disciples and his own teaching methods and emphasis.

· Finally Sivali and Tamalinda also parted ways – Tamalinda recommended his favorite disciples to laity for gifts and Sivali objected and brought away.

Significance: Pagan empire had 3 Sihala Sangha sects (also known as Pacchagana, later community) and one school of Shin Arahan (also known as Purimagana, former school).

The competition amongst them led to a frenzy of Buddhist scholastic activities at Pagan. The principal works of the Pagan period still extant are Pali grammars. 

· The most famous of these is the Saddaniti, which Aggavamsa completed in 1154. Uttarajiva gave a copy of this work to the bhikkhus of Mahavihara and it “was received with enthusiastic admiration, and declared superior to any work of its kind written by Sinhalese scholars.” It is still used to teach grammar in the Myanmar monasteries.

· Second famous author was Chapata. Credited with a great number of works but it is doubtful in some cases whether he actually composed them himself or merely introduced them from SL. His works deal not only with grammar but also with Vinaya and Abhidhamma. His work on Kaccayana’s grammar, the Suttaniddesa, formed the foundation of his fame. But his specialty would appear to be study of Abhidhamma, as no less than 4 noted works of his was on this subject: Samkhepavannana, Namacaradipani, Matikatthadipani and Patthanagananaya.

· Saddhammasiri apparently wrote a Pali grammer, while another Lokuppatti (Origin of the world) was written by Aggapandita. Several other monks, Subhuticandana, Wimalabuddhi and Dhammadassi wrote Pali grammar books.

Fall of Pagan
Late 13th century, Narathihapate vs Kublai’s Mongols. Fled Pagan to avoid capture. Unable to regain control. 

Breakup of Burman empire 

· Talaing provinces under Tarabya (Gov. of Pegu) with help of Warreru, a Shan adventurer, declared independence. Warreru eventually murdered Tarabya and ruled Lower Burma. 

· Northern Arakan also broke away. 

· 3 sons of a Shan chief split Upper Burma into 3 and took a segment each. Buddhism flourished under patronage of Shan rulers.

