CONTACTS WITH SRI LANKA

T’ai earliest known contacts with SL ( reign of Rocaraja of Sukhot’ai in the 2nd half of the 13th century. Thereafter there were regular exchanges.

Rocaraja’s conversion and contribution
According to the Jinakalamali, Rocaraja, while on a visit to his friend, King of Siri Dhammanagara (Nakorn Sri Dhammaraj) in the Malay Peninsula is said to have heard stories of the miraculous Buddha image in the island of Lanka. He wanted to possess this Sihala image. With the support of the King of SD, Rocaraja sent a joint embassy to SL to ask for the image. Leader of the mission was a prince of SD.

The SL king at that time, Parakramabahu II, agreed. But the mission suffered shipwreck on its return journey. Miraculously, the Sihala Buddha image remained aloft on a single plank and after 3 days, reached SD. From there it was taken to Sukhot’ai.

Who was Rocaraja?

Some dispute as to his identity. Either Sri Indraditya, founder of the Sukhot’ai kingdom, or his son, Rama Khamheng.

What is the historical role of SD in Sukhot’ai’s conversion?
Impt center of Buddhism with close and regular contacts with SL. Had learned and famous monks, who were sought after even in SL. Info culled from Culavamsa and Pujavaliya. (E.g., a certain Dhammakitti thera of Tambarattha was invited by Parakramabahu to go to SL.)

Although politically closely aligned to Sukhot’ai (an emerging power in the North), exact nature of relations unclear. Clearly encouraged and facilitated Sukhot’ai’s conversion to Buddhism. Linking up Sukhot’ai with SL. Spreading Theravadin tradition, through its monks who set up shop in Sukhot’ai. Inculcating Theravadin religious practices and customs.

A political angle to that? Security and survival.

Introduction of Sihala Sangha
In Sukhot’ai:

Jinakalamali says that Sinhala Buddhist Sangha was introduced in Sukhot’ai during the reign of Dhammaraja, who has been identified as Lodaiya or Lothai (1317–47).

Story goes like this: A famous Sinhalese Mahathera named Udumbara Mahasami (Great Sage) had just arrived in the Ramañña country (Lower Burma). A Sukhot’ai monk, Sumana, went to Ramañña to receive higher ordination from Udumbara Mahasami and to study the religious texts under him. Dhammaraja, on hearing that Udumbara Mahasami was next door, sent an envoy requesting him to send a monk who would be able to perform all ecclesiastical functions of the Sangha to Sukhodaya. Udumbara Mahasami sent Elder Sumana back to his own country. King put Sumana up at the Wat Pa Mamuang (ambavanarama or Mango Grove monastery) east of Sukhot’ai. Sumana devoted his time to popularizing Sihala Sangha form of monastic discipline.

*note: it is probable that Udumbara was not a personal name of this reputed Sinhalese Mahathera. He probably belonged to the Araññavasi fraternity, whose center of activity was at Udumbaragiri in Ramankaduva. This group was very prominent in the 12th and 13th centuries in the history of Buddhism in SL. Udumbara Mahasami has been identified as Sangharaja Medhankara, author of the Lokappadipasara.

In Nabbisipura:

Also according to Jinakalamali, King Kilana (also known as Keuna or Phra Chao Kuena) sent envoy to Udumbara Mahasami with a request for a monk capable of performing all religious acts to be sent to Nabbisipura. Mahasami sent Ananda thera. The latter then advised King Kilana to request King Luthai for Elder Sumana.

Direct religious intercourse betw SL and Sukhot’ai
Second half of 14th century witnessed direct religious intercourse between the 2 countries. King Luthai gave full support to development of Sihala Sangha and his kingdom became center of Buddhist activities. Evidence culled from inscriptions from that period.

· Nagara Jum inscription dated 1357, written in Siamese, states that a sacred and authentic relic of the Buddha (Sri Ratanamahadhatu) was brought from SL and installed with great solemnity by the king at Nagara Jum. A branch of the Bo-tree was also planted near this sacred relic.

· Two other inscriptions (one in Khmer and the other in Siamese) referred to an invitation by King Luthai to Mahasami Sangharaja of SL. These inscriptions were specially composed to commemorate the arrival of the Snagharaja from SL, his installation at the monastery of the Mango Grove and the ordaining of the king. Arrangements were extremely elaborate. King’s action apparently caused deep disappointment with his subjects who pleaded with him to return to the throne. After consultation with the Mahasami, he complied. (Although the name of the Mahasami was not given, he had been identified as Medhankara.)

Significance of these info? (class will reflect and discuss on Sun)
