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A study of the inception and spread of Theravada Buddhism in the countries of South East Asia, with the main emphasis on the following aspects:

1) The geographical expansion of Buddhism in the Pre-Asokan period

2) Its emergence as a world religion during the reign of Emperor Asoka

3) The spread of Theravada Buddhism in South India and in the regions of South East Asia (e.g. Burma, Thailand)

4) Religious inter-courses between Theravada Buddhist countries

5) Contemporary Theravada Buddhism
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