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THE ANALYSIS OF EMPIRICAL EXISTENCE

(KHANDA-AYATANA-DHĀTU

There are five groups of existence, or "groups of clinging" Upādanakkhanda. They are also called aggregates or categories of clinging's objects.

There are five aspects in which the Buddha has summed up all the mental and physical phenomena of existence, and which appear to the ignorant man as his ego or personality.

The 5 groups (khandha):

1. rūpakkhandha -- the corporeality group

2. vedana-kkhandha,- the feeling group

3. sañña-kkhandha -- the perception group

4. sankhāra-kkhandha - the mental formation group

5. viññā-kkhandha - the consciousness group.

"Whatever there exists of corporeal things, whether past, present or future, one's own or external, gross or subtle, lofty or low, far or near, all that belongs to the corporeality group. Whatever there exists of feeling, - exists of perception, - of mental formations, - of consciousness ... all that belongs to the consciousness group" (S.viii.8F).

Another division is that into the two group: Mind (2 - 5) and corporeality (1) Nāma-rūpa, whilst in Dhammas all the phenomena are treated by way of 3 groups: consciousness (5), mental factors (2-4), corporeality (1), in Pali citta, cetasika, rūpa. In reality existence is nothing but a mere process of those mental and physical phenomena, a process since time immemorial has been going on and also after death will still continue for unthinkably long period of time. Those above FIVE GROUPS however neither singly or collectively constitute any self-​dependent real ego-entity, or personality (atta), nor is there to be found any such entity apart from them. Hence the belief in such an ego--entity or personality as real in the ultimate sense, proves a mere illusion.

"When all constituent parts are there 

The designation "cart" is used; 

Just so where the five groups exist,

Of "living being" do we speak". (S,V.1 0)

What truly ought to be emphasised here, the five groups merely formed an abstract classification by the Buddha. They have no real existence, since only single representatives of these groups, mostly variable, arise with any state of consciousness only one; single kind of feeling, say joy or sorrow, can be associated, and never more than one. Similarly two different perceptions cannot arise at the same time or moment; also of the various kinds of sense cognition or consciousness etc. any mental formations; however, small or large in number are always associated with every state. of consciousness.

Dhātu

A primary element of which the usual set comprises the four pathavi, āpo, tejo, vaya (earth, water, fire, wind --- cattaro rnahābhūtani). Natural condition, property, disposition, factors, item, principle, form, in this meaning in various combinations and applications, especially closely related to khandha. Thus khandha and ayatana and dhātu = khandhayatanadhātu. Frequently also in combination: kāma-dhātu, rūpa-dhātu, arūpa-dhātu, "the elements or, properties of khanda etc" as preceding and conditioning bhava in the respective category. Dhātu as "set of conditions", a state of being, in the following, lokadhātu = a world, which are usually mentioned (10,000 equaling), Nibbāna dhātu -- the state of Nibbāna (amatadhātu), (dhātu cetiya = bodily relic pagoda).

SUMMARY OF THE 5 GROUPS

1. Corporeality Group (rūpa-kkhandha)

a. underived (no-upādā) elements:

solid or earth element (pathavi-dhātu) liquid or water element (āpo-dhātu)

heat or fire element (tejo-dhātu)

motion or wind (vāyo-dhātu)

b. derived (upādā) 24 secondary phenomena

Physical sense organs of seeing, hearing., smelling, tasting, body

Physical sense objects of form, sound odour, taste, and (bodily impacts).

Bodily impacts (photthabba) are generally omitted in this list, because these physical objects of body sensitivity are identical with the afore-mentioned solid, heat and motion element. Hence their inclusion under derived corporeality would be duplication.

Femininity (itthindriya)

Virility (purisindriya)

Physical base of mind (hadaya-vatthu) 

Bodily expression (kāya-viññatti)

Verbal expression (vaci-viññatti)

Physical life (rūpa-jivita)

Space element (ākāsa dhātu)

Physical agility (rūpassa lahutā) 

Physical elasticity (rūpassa muclutā) 

Physical adaptability (rūpassa kamrnaññatā) 

Physical growth (rūpassa upacaya)

Physical continuity (rūpassa santali) 

Decay (jarā)

Impermanence (aniccatā) 

Nutriment (āhāra).

2. Feeling Group (vedanā-kkhandha)

All feelings may, according to their nature be classified as 5 kinds: 

Bodily agreeable feeling (sukha, kāyika sukhā vedanā) 

Bodily painful feeling (dukkha, kāyika dukkhā vedanā) 

Mentally agreeable feeling (somanassa, cetasika sukhā vedanā) 

Mentally painful feeling (domanassa, cetasika dukkhā vedanā) 

Indifferent feeling (upekkhā, adukkha-m-asukhā vedanā)

3. Perceptions qroup (saññā-kkhandha)

All perceptions are divided into 6 classes: perceptions of form, sound, odour, taste, bodily impression and mental impression.

4. Group of mental formations (sankhāra-kkhandha)

This group comprises 50 mental phenomena of which 11 are general psychological elements, 25 lofty (sobhana) qualities, and 14 karmically unwholesome qualities.

5.Consciousness group (viññāna-kkhandha)

The Suttas divide consciousness, according to the sense, into 5 classes: eye consciousness, ear, nose, tongue, body and mind consciousness.

The Abhidhamma and commentaries, however, distinguish from the karmic or moral viewpoint, 89 classes of consciousness.

The moral quality of feeling, perception and consciousness is determined by the mental formations.
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