King Pasenadi of Kosala

Another of Buddha’s royal supporters.

A powerful king

Pasenadi, son of King Mahakosala; educated in Taxila, was successful in various arts and subjects. This pleased his father so much that on his return from Taxila, the father announced that Pasenadi would become king of Kosala. Kosala conquered Kasi; also controlled the Sakyans of Kapilavatthu; and Kalamas of Kesaputta and other adjoining states. He was an able ruler and an efficient administrator.

Meeting the Buddha

The king was the same age as the Buddha. 

His first meeting with Buddha was at Jetavana and became a devotee after a discourse. Pasenadi questioned Buddha’s claim to enlightenment when the other six existing heretical teachers who were more senior had not. Buddha discoursed that just as one would be fearful and respectful of a prince who would be king one day; a young snake which could be poisonous, a small fire which could burn down a forest; so would one respect a young monk who had realized; as he would be able to show the way.

Buddha’s Advice

The Buddhist texts recorded King Pasenadi’s conversations with the Buddha and his part in the advancement of Buddhism in his kingdom. Their discussions were recorded in Samyutta Nikaya, Kosalasamyutta or the “Connected discourses with the Kosalan”.

· King Pasenadi loved his food. He would take tubfuls of food. After such a meal; he was puffing away and  Buddha advised him that for



Those who always dwell in mindfulness



Observing measures in the food they eat,



Find that their discomfort grows the less.



Aging gently, life for them is long.

He requested this to be recited to him whenever he took food, and soon his body was in good shape. He was grateful to Buddha who was concerned for his welfare in this life and next.

· Mallika was his favourite queen. He was deeply disappointed when she replied that she loved herself most when questioned to whom she loved most. Buddha agreed,



Though in thought we range throughout the world, 



We’ll nowhere find a thing dearer than self.



So, since others hold the self so dear,



He who loves himself should injure none
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· He loved his grandmother deeply. When she died at 120 years old, King Pasenadi moaned to the Buddha, that he would give up his wealth, jewels, villages and country if he could redeem her death. Buddha told him that,



All beings are subject to death,

terminate in death and 

cannot escape death.

Beings fare according to their deeds:

The doers of evil go to hell, 

The doers of merit go to a happy realm.

Merits are the support for living beings

When they arise in the other world. 

· King Pasenadi knew eventually old age and death would come to each and everyone.
In the Similie of the Mountain, King Pasenadi was asked what he would do when he heard from reliable sources that mountains from different directions, as tall as the sky would crush and destroy all living creatures in their paths. He replied that as human birth was difficult, the only way was to

 practise the dhamma, 

live calmly, do good

 and make merit.

Support for the sangha

King Pasenadi’s devotion and admiration to the Buddha could be seen by his fond expression that Buddha and himself were both Kosalans. He would visit Buddha up to 3 times a day, would bow at his feet and worshipped them with kisses. His visit was recorded onto a stone pillar of the southern gateway of the Bhardut stupa.

King Pasenadi spent a great deal in alms giving and various gifts to the Sangha. Kala, his court minister objected to his lavish spending on alms. For that, he was banished. Instead, he was very happy with another minister, Junha who helped him with the alms giving. He even allowed Junha to rule over the kingdom for seven days.

Influence of Buddhism 

One of his sons, Brahmadatta joined the Sangha at an early age and became an arahant. His sister, Sumana also joined the order and attained arahantship. King Pasenadi built a monastery called Kajakarama in front of the Jetavana. This was offered to the nuns and Sumana stayed there. Upon the death of his grandmother, he offered her wealth to the Sangha.

King Pasenadi admired the Sakyan clan as Buddha was from that clan. He decided to ask for the hand of a Sakyan lady. He was sent a daughter of Mahanama, a Sakyan chief whose wife was actually a slave woman. Not knowing this, Pasenadi married their daughter; and had a son, Vidudabha. When the truth was discovered, both mother and child lost their royal honors but were reinstated after Buddha preached to Pasenadi the Katthaharika Jataka. 

Death

According to Majjhima Nikaya Commentary, he was away visiting the Buddha when his son, Vidudabha usurped the throne. King Pasenadi was said to have died outside the city of Savatthi. 

